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C H A P. I. 

- OBSERVATIONS ON THE LANGUAGE AND 
MODE OF REASONING: ADOPTED BY 
MEDICAL WRITERS. 


i 1; is a frequent remark that many faéts pafled 
. current for ages without having their validity en- 
quired into. The fame may be faid of ,words 
_ without having any precife meaning affixed to them. 
In common reading we are apt to be fatisfied if 
we underftand, or think we underftand an author, 
_ and can even feel a temporary triumph and a fur- 
ee ther apology for our own indolence, if we difcover 
pee that he has evaded a queftion we could never folve 
ay. to our own fatisfa@ion by adopting an expreffion 
that has never been defined, 

How. many ages was the term “ heredi- 
poe” tary” difeafe”? current. among the learned ! A 
little more than twenty years ago Dr. Cadogan 
_ publithed his celebrated treatife on the Gout. In 
this, though he {hows himfelf free from the fhac- 
_ kles of the former language and opinions of me- 
dical writers, we find him ftrangely entangled in 
alerting. that ge is not an psig complaint. 
B x «ss if, i 
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« If,” rar be; it were ieard itary it would. ne- 
 ceflarily be tranimitted from father to fon ; and 
“no one whofe father once had it could poffibly 


‘be free from it.”? Yet after this he admits, by aa 


implication, that {crofulaand madnefs are heredi- 
tary.* If fo, what a numerous race of {ftrumous per- 
fons and maniacs may we not by degrees expe! 

~ At length Mr. Hunter met the queftion fairly, 
and fhowed there was no fuch thing in nature as 
an hereditary difeafe, but that a difpofition to a 
bicne was often hereditary. Though he probably 


taught this from the time he began to le&ure, yet» 


when, m the year 1780, he: gave a public depolition 
to that effed, : at the trial of Donellan, for the mur- 
der of Sir Theodofius Boughton, the opinion 


feemed new to moft medical men, and to many in- — 


comprehenfible. That it was not generally adopted. 


till fome time after appears by Mr. White’s Eflay 
on Struma, which was publifhed in 1785. 


The avowed objeé& of this eflay, was to prove’ 


that ftruma was not heredi tary, As the author had 
to give his own definition of the word, he did it in 
a note, and in fuch terms as there was no difficulty 


in proving did not apply to the difeafe j in queftion, 
nor indéed to’ any other. Two years after ap= 


peared | an ie very different’ from sal former 


& <¢ Difeates ceeaily hereditary, -I fear, are eves a by, Gi 


** any art-or,method whatever, as is but too true in cafes of 
e§ § ferofylay fend madnefs.” Differtation, nth edition, p. 18. 


In 


Iathis the nai gives a definition from peoiite 
“of of whom he! had made frequent enquiries what 
“they meant by an hereditary difeafe, eafily 
"proves their definition fallacious, and afterwards 
admits that fcrofula is hereditary, according to 
the language of Mr. Hunter. In the third edi. 
‘ 4 tion Mr. Hunter’s folution is adopted, with little 
or no reference to any other. A remarkable’ in- 
ag flance how generally men agree, how unfatif-. 
i. we their reafoning is, when their terms are 
undefined, and how much the’ ftock of our know- 
— dedge i is improved by the accuracy of our language. 
“This is an inftance of the neceffity of accurate 
expreffion. Perhaps fome of the remarks I may. 
make on words may appear trifling; but I truft 
oe oy ftudent who wifhes: for information will be 
of a different opinion. How. often will he feel 
- diffatisfied with his own attainments, if he finds the 
_ fame word ufed in various fenfes by different au- 
| thors! In fome he neither meets with a-definition, 
a nor a reference where he may find one. If one is 
ie more accurate than the reft, he perhaps attempts to 
a PS apply Ais definition to other writers, and has the 
_ mortification to find himfelf bewildered, or purfues 
3 sia throughout the paflage an erroneous idea. Let me 
. | inftance the word fcirrhus. ~ Hai he 
If he confiders-its etymology, he will find it 
a very well applied to any indolent tumour peculiarly 
b es in » general language, often to any of the 
eur B ae  -vifcera 


bt 
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vifcera indurated by chronic inflammation. In’a, 
clofer fenfe he will find it confined to that fpecies 
of tumour which agrees with Dr. Cullen’s defcrip- 
tion of it in his Nofologia; ordo—Pariis magni- 
tudo auda fine Phlogofi. Genus. Partrs, plerumque 
glandule, tumor durus, non dolens, egre fuppurans. 
The other nofologifts ufe for the moft part the fame 
language, except Linnzus, who makes no reference — 
toacancer. Yet Dr. Fordyce confiders it asone _ 
of the terminations of inflammation. Moit authors — 
confider cancer as the fequel of fcirrhus. Boer-— 
hhaave feems to have been fo feduced by his own 
Janguage, that he adviles us, by all means, to ab- 
{tain from ftimulating -applications to afcirrhus 
liver, left we produce a cancer; and Vanfweten 
-enforces his preceptor’s advice. Yet neitherof 
them. pretend ever to have feen.a‘cancerous li- 
ver, nor isany better authority produced for fuch — 
a difeafe than a diffe@tion, related by Bonetus, from 
Bellonius. It muft be admitted, that fo cautious 
‘has Morgagni been in this refpeét, that among a 
‘ the number of cafes related of indurated liver, he _ | 
never oncé ufes the term fcirrhus. Some anato- e 
mifts, who are not lefs accurate in this refpe@t, do — 
not fcruple to apply the term to that enlarged 
ftate of the proftate, which is among the calami- et 
ties of old age. But furely it wants the charaéter- 
“aftic mark of ever terminating in cancer.. In how — 
few cafes where this gland has continued for years, 
: z ‘ in 4 
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ine enlarged itate, is fuppuration found; or | 
when ulceration has commenced on the interior fur- 
face, do we find an internal . fuppuration with a 
circumferibed hardnefs, like what is met with in 
the cancerous breaft, or teftis? Do we hear the 
_ patient complain of lancinating pains, or any other 
isi uneafinefs, than what arifes from the mecha- 
__ nical obftru€tion at the neck of the bladder? Here, 
_ . however, the etymology of the word being confift- 
ent with any one of the fenfes, in whichit is ufed, 
_ we have only to regret, that authors will not be. 
careful to give a definition of their terms, or refer 
us to fuch of their predeceffors, whofe language 
| they are contented to adopt. 
+ But the worft confequences arife when an unde- 
‘@ _ fined term not only conveys an imperfeét idea, but 
fo far leads the ftudent from the objeé& of his enqui= 
R # ries, as to make him fancy that explained, which 
has {carcely been deferibed. If Sydenham relates. 
the fymptoms of a difeafe, who, that wilhes for 
i ; 2 information, is not concerned when he-arrives at 
the conclufion ? If the fame author begins to af- 
 fign the caufes of fymptoms, who has patience to 
. read of the ebullition of the blood, the concoétio 
e: _ digeftion, and feparation of the inflamed particles, 
 &c. inthe fimall pox—of the fubtle matter of the 
Pian. which being free fromthe grofinefs of the 
_ variolous matter, requires no previous digeftion, 
nor any ebullition to procure it? If any apology 
B3 ower 


ary. 

oe 
to] 
~ 


6 “OBSERVATIONS ON 


were neceffary for Sydenham, befides the ingenu- 
oufnefs with which he acknowledgts his ignorance 
of the effence of the difeafe, it may be urged in his 


favor, that nothing ever diverted him from an accu- ° 


rate-obfervation and defcription of every fymptom 
as it occurred. . 

Nor is this obfcurity peculiar to authors of that 
date, Dr. Cullen, in defcribing the manner in 
which matter is brought to the furface, firft con- 


tents himfelf with the experiments related by Sir 


John Pringle and Mr. Gaber, relative to the con- 
verfion of the gluten of ferum, by ftagnation in- 
to pus. **This pus however,’’ continues he, is not 


“‘ the converted gluten alone; for the converfion of 


“ this being the effect of a particular fermentation, 


“ which may affect the folid fubftance of the part, 


*¢ and perhaps every folid of animal bodies; fo it 
“ moft readily and particularly affeéts the cellular 
“texture, and thereby a great deal of this is eroded, 
«and forms a part of the pus, and it generally hap- 
‘< pens that {ome ofthe fmaller red veffels are eroded, 
and fome red blood appears mixed with the pus in 


‘¢ abfceffes.”’* Now as far as common language can | 


dire us, and our author has given us no new defini- 


tion to contradié it, fermentation and erofion are» 
proceffes performed without the affiftance of any 
living principle, the former being the {pontaneous . 


* Firftlines, vol, 1. pages 196 and 198, 


decompofition, 
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| decompofition, or new arrangement of the particles 
of dead matter, and the latter the effect of chemi- 
-cal combination. Hence we might expeét the 
fame proceffes to be imitated with the fame materials 
in the dead body. But ifit-be faid that the term 
erofion is here‘ufed only as deferiptive of the ef.. 
fe&. and not of the procefs, I then repeat that the 
term Is highly improper, inafmuch as it lulls the 
mind into an indolent fatisfaGtion, by making 
us fancy ourfelves acquainted with what it is our 
‘duty to enquire after. 

A fimilar inftance of the soivtaanltioanion of the 
term erofion we have in. Dr. Swediaur’s account 
of the formation of chancres. “ The venereal 
“ virus,’’ fays he, ‘‘ having been applied to the part, 
« and byits ftimulus produced an irritationand fub{e- 
 guent erofion,’— Now thefe two terms irritation 
and erofion to produce the fame effeét are incom- 
patible with each other. ‘The former may produce 
an action on the living ‘part, the latter would be 
produced by the fame caufes in either the dead or 
living fubje@. If Dr. S..fhould fay he has admit- 
ted irritation as the caufe, and that erofion is only 


a defcription of the confequence, I anfwer that in 


this cafe, erofion has no meaning at all, and only 
mifleads his reader, by making him fancy himfelf in 
poffeffion of a proces, the effeés only of which are 
defcribed: But, as is often the cafe; this lan- 
guage is not only liable to deceive the fudent, but 

i Bea has 
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has a€tually deceived the writer. For, fatishied — 
with the term erofion, he has overlooked a procefs — 
between it and irritation—a procefs which all ac- 
curate writers have taken notice of, namely, a 
veficle, or puftule, which, when scaleniti difcovers 
the ulcer. . | 


I was much furprifed to find that ingenious ve- — 
teran in our art, Dr. Fordyce,* ufe the term fermen= —_— 


tation,in his account of digeftion and fecretion, till I 
met with a definition of the word, which extends to 


‘ living as wellasdead matter. ‘‘Fermentationhe calls 
.** the converfion of one compound into another, by a 


‘* new arrangement, or manner of combination of its — 


“‘ elements.’’—-And afterwards, when {peaking of 
digeftion, he fays, ‘* The fermentation which takes 


‘* place,is peculiar to the organs of digeftion,and has” 
-* never been produced by any artificial means.” — 
And farther on, “ The operation by which they ’”- 
[the fecreted fluids ] ‘* are formed, is fermentation.” 


By this the Doétor certainly makes us acquainted 
with the definition he affixes to the term fermenta- 


tion. But info doing, he confounds two procefles. 


entirely diftinét from each other. Fermentation, as 
we fee it; is a procefs peculiar to matter that never 


takes place during life, and fecretion is a procels vs 
‘that never:takes place but during life. 


_ But if we carry the Do€tor’s definition to its full 
extent, we fhall find that it will lead us to call, not 


* Elements oF the Praétice of Phyfic. 
only 


4 
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only the fecretions he enumerates, but even the - 


growth-and propagation of animals and vegetables, 
a fermentation, fince thefe are brought about by 


~ “a converfion of one compound into another, by — 


“a new arrangement, or manner of combination of 


-“ its elements.’’ It feems to me, therefore, with due 


deference to fuch refpectable authority, ‘highly im- 
proper to ufe the fame term for a procefs that can 
only be effe&ted by living:organs and one that is 
peculiar to dead matter. WED ¢ 

The world is much indebted to the nai labours 


- of Mr, Abernethy, and from the inftance he has 


already given of a praétical improvement in the 
art, as well as a correétnefs of judgement in phy- 
fiological experiments, we may expect the moft — 


‘important advantages from his future refearches; 


yet even in his firit writings, we meet with an 
inftance of the inconvenience that refults from 
inattention to words. In his explanation of the 
difference between the lumbar and phlegmonoid 
abfcefles, he obferves, that in the latter the fur- 
rounding parts partake of the inflammation in a 
fufficient degree to produce. a thickening and ad- 


| hefion of the cellular fubftance, fo that there are 


two caufes of the confinement of the pus,: viz. 
condenfation of the furrounding cellular fubftance, 
which is the confequence of the colle&ed matter; 
and a thickened unnatural flate of that fubfance, 
which is the effe& of the inflammation it has en- 

dured. 
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dured.;. “ But when matter appears under thé 


“ {kin very diftant from the part where it was 
* formed, the quantity of furrounding inflamma- 
“tion being lefs, the cyft is formed almoft folely 
“«< by the condenfation of the furrounding fubftance, 
© Hence, when the evacuation diminifhes the con- 


“ denfing caufe, the furrounding cellular fub- 


ag 


*¢ ftance is likely to recover its original, rarity and 


“ loofenefs of texture, and thus greatly to diminifh ~ 


‘€ the cavity of the abf{cefs.”? heel ene aq: 


In this defcription of the confinement of pus 


in the phlegmonoid abfcefs, we are firft‘told. of a 


thickening and adhefion of the cellular fubftance 
from inflammation. Afterwards it is faid to arife 
from two caufes, viz. the condenfation of the fur: 
rounding cellular fubftance from the | colleéted 
matter, and a thickened unnatural ftate, the effet 
of the inflammation which it has enduted. Now 


the firft of thefe propofitions, which is. nothing 


more than Mr. Hunter’s adhefive inflammation, is 


undoubtedly true ; but the fecond, if. it differs at Ean 
all from the firft, is. inadequate to: the end pro= re 
pofed.. For if the fibres of thefe cells are fuffi- — 
ciently elaftic to admit of being preffed clofer to. 


each other, ftill while the communication of the 


cells remains, it cannot prevent the effufion of _ 
pus, nor is an unnatural thickened: ftate of the 
fubftance arifing from inflammation a fufficient 
defcription of that adhefion, which takes place 
coe 
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from a particular fpecies of inflammation; for if 
inflammation produced only a thickening of the 


part without adhefion, it would {till be unequal to 


ae the power attributed to it. 


Much of what is here faid may be applied to 


the obfervation, that in lumbar abfcefs the cyft is 


formed almoft folely by the condenfation of the 


farrounding fubftance. Either it is formed folely 


by it, oritis not. That fucha caufe is not equal 
to fuch an effe@& I have before fhown, and Mr. 
Abernethy feems aware of it, by his addition of 
the word almoft. What then is the other caufe? 
it can be none but adhefion. If condenfation from 
preflure were fufficient, why is it never fufficient 
in anafarca? If even inflammation were fuffi- 
cient without adhefion, why is the ferum diffufed, 


when thrown into the cellular membrane in eryfi- 


pelas? In cafes of anafarca, we have fometimes 
inflammation from bandages. Here is inflamma- 
tion, and fuch a confinement of the fluid, as 
might occafion condenfation, yet nothing of this 
kind is permanent. | 

« But,” continues Mr. A. “in confequence of the 


_ evacuation of the matter the condenfing caufe is: 


** diminifhed, and the furrounding cellular fub- 
** ftance is likely, in fome meafure, to recover its 
‘¢ original rarity and loofenefs of texture, and 


_ ** thus greatly to diminifh the cavity of the abfcefs.”” 


Now if adhefion has taken place, the parts cannot: 


eee AS 


recover 
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recover their elafticity. If it has not,the mattercould 


not have been confined. But taking the argument as 
we find it, what could poffibly be gained towards fill- 


ing the cavity if the fibres of the cellular membrane ~ 


wereaselafticas Mr. A. feems todefcribe them? Only 


thofe about the circumference of the abfcefs could. 


recover themfelves: fome are abforbed, but many 
“are broken through by the preffure of the matter, 
and in all the cafes, which have been numerous, 


that I have feen, of the cavities of large abfcefles 


_expofed aiter death, the ends of the fibres have | 


been feen hanging loofe from the fides of the cyft, 
fo as frequently toline it with a flocculent, or rather 
fibrous {tratum of different fhades from the natural - 
colour towards black. But Mr. Abernethy appears 


to me to have been led into this laft error by the 
firft: for having made up his mind that the cyft 
was caufed by: preffure, the confequence ne ee 


lates feemed to follow. 

Nor is this the only thing that diffatisfies me in 
this part. of his reafoning. ‘By afcribing the cyft — 
of an ab{cefs in one inftance to a condenfation, and — 


a thickened unnatural. ftate of the cellular fub-_ 


flance arifing from the inflammation which ithas 
endured, and in the other toa condenfation of the . 
furrounding cellular fubftance only, he feems 
to confider.one-procefs of nature which we have. 
both been taught, and which by the word adhefion 
he feems half to admit, rather as a matter of acci- 
"dent 
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dent than the effe& of thofe laws, the. uniformity 


of which, deferves a better name than.“ unnatu- 
yal thickening or preffure.”’ By this early 
making up his mind too, he has overlooked a very 
ee. probabie caufe of the complexion and {mell of the 


pus, which follows the future evacuations of the 
-cyft. The firft confifted only of the confined pus, 
but when the cavity is incomplete, and the fides 
collapfe, the difpofition takes place to unite the 
cyft by granulation. Before this can be done, 
the fibrous ftratum muft be caft off, which mixing 
with the pus difcharged at future openings, ac- 
counts for the variety of colour and {mell fo often 
defcribed, but not accounted for. by this accurate 
obferver. weg 
I have been more idhdeidlink in my olifiniasions 
on thefe writers, _becaufe the fubje& on which they 
have written, as conneéted with inflammation and 
‘its confequences, is perhaps the moft important 
and: leading one in pathology. There are a few 
others of lefs saab’ which I fhall: flightly 
hint at,. 
I Hate already pee notice of:fome shyfiologilts, 
whaq have admitted fermentation to take place in 
the changes in living animal matter. Oneof them 
-T obferved, has given a definition in fuch general 
terms, that if admitted, might include not only 
fecretion, but other proceffes ftill more remote. 
Poe! Mr. Moore, in his confideration on the theo-. - 
ries 
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er gy 
hs ss. 


ries of Mr. Hunter, * is Of opinion, that fermene 


tation in its ftri€t fenfe, as applied to farinaceous — 


fubftances, is‘one of the caufes of the increafe of — 
variolous and venereal virus. He infifts there are 
anly two ways in which fluids can be feparated from __ 


the blood; the firft» by mechanical {training and 


filtering, and the other by a change of properties 
produced by fome chemical means. After ob-— 
jeéting to the mechanical, he adds, “it feems clear 
* tome from.the nature of the circumftances, that — | 
«« the change is achemical one, yet there is great — 
‘© difficulty ; perhaps itis impoffible todifcover by _ 


«© what particular chemical operation the change is 
« effe€ted, and the ftru€ture of the’ fecreting vef- 
*¢ fels is too minute ever to be infpected.”’ 


“© Let it then be taken for granted, that all pus is 


« formed by a chemical operation.’’? The reader 


~ furely cannot be fo iain sais to refufe his affent nt ; 
to fuch a proof. | sa 
Mr. M. then hints at the opinion, ‘that thaslcinak +35 


‘tion is the caufe of the fecretion of venereal pus 


on the application of that virus to the {kin, and 
alfo at the theory of “ the: moft philofophical fur- — 


* geon of the age’? on that fubjeét. The latter he 
fhows is attended with fome difficulties; then re- 
turning to the doéirine of fermentation, and ftating 


Mr. Hunter’s mp yeraions to ity he concludes:— 
j eth be. at eth: Af 


| _ Effay on Materia Medics, Pp. 217. ibaa 
«* Thefe 


¥ 
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ee ophefe reafons, I think, make it certain that vee 


ag ‘nereal ‘pus does not ‘a&t'as a ferment. Mr. 
we) “Hunter’s opinion muft therefore be well found. 
© ed;” (yet Mr. Hunter never hints at a chemical 


: procefs). ay OED | 


Mr. M. next confiders the effet of the sol 
when abforbed and takcn'into the circulation. As 


he cannot concéive that the {mall quantity of mat- 
_ terabforbed from a venereal ulcer, or from the arm 


- under inoculation for the fmall-pox, can be fuffi- 


cient of themfelves to produce fuch effeéts as fol- 


low, he fuppofes that fee poifon muft be afterwards 


‘increafed in'the blood. 
«© When this is admitted,’’ continues ne itis 
* then to be enquired how the quantity of virus 


_ can be increafed in the blood. Having endea~ 


wf 


© youred to proye that the venereal pus could only 


ee Be formed bya ch 
«“ thinking that this augmentation of the _— muft 
#© be accomplifhied i in a fimilar manner.’ 
_ Tt appears more fimilar to fermentation than 


al procefs, I cannot help 


* any other operation in nature; -but there is one 
ore « friking difference, namely, ferments only haften 
a procefs ‘that would naturally have taken: place. 
“ For example, leaven quickens the fermentation 


OF pafte, but pafte naturally ferments, although 


ae 


A 

es 
, % 
* 


ee 


: “it requires a longer time ‘than when mixed with 


4 Jeaven, But common pus ‘or blood has no’ ‘ten- 


. 


e ‘dency. to’ form venereal virus. The’ a€tion of 
ie “ venereal 
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«© venereal matter upon the blood in that refpe&, 


* therefore, differs from that of a common fer- 


** ment on thofe fubje&s on which. they operate. 


“© Yet, as we have no better word than fermenta- 


“ tion to exprefs the change in queftion, we think 
6 it proper to adhere to it, though fome patholo- 
«* gilts prefer affimilation.”’ ‘ 


Now if this is to be called reafoning, it will - 


not be difficult to prove that a man and an image 


of rye dough are the fame thing. For though it 


may be right tottake notice of one /triking differ- 


ence, namely, that a man .can walk and an image ~ 


muft be carried, yet as there are other refemblances 
‘we may preferjcalling them by the fame name... If 
‘other differences fhould occur to fome readers, the 
fame may be faid of fermentation... Is there any 


‘thing like the fermentation of farinacea in animal 
‘matter? In fermenting fayinacea, does it alter the, 
properties of the fermented fubftances, what fer-_ 


ment we ufe? If we exprefs the juice of the grape, 
and add the yeaft of malt to it, do we make beer, 
‘or vice verfa 2? : | 

But, abfurd as this reafoning may appear, it does 


‘not end with this preference given to the.word fer- 
“‘méntation. The word once adopted, nothing fo — 


‘eafy:as the tranfition of incorporating it as a a faet 
nto the fubfequent reafoning. 


«While it feems. probable,’’ continues Mr. 


Moore, “that venereal virus occafions fomething 
ers) 


Cs . 
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 jjke fermentation inthe fluids ; it is likewife evi- 
_-%¢ dent that it irritates the folids. A complete ex- 
planation of the. phenomena of the difeafe, 
_ “therefore, can only be obtained by admitting 
gS“ both tak theories of fermentation and _ irrita- 
© tion.’ 
It is one of Sir Ifaac Newton’s maxims, in rea~ 
foning philofophically, that where one caufe is fuf- 
-. ficient to,account for a phenomenon, we fhould 
never look for two. In the prefent inftance we 
. have three; for either fermentation is like other 
chemical proceffes, or it is no chemical procefs at 
esas Lf the former, there can be no occafion to 
make a diftin@ion between that and other chemi= 
cal proceffles; if the latter, kin, Jt three caufes 
to bring about, what we may conceive to be 
brought about by one, while the other two not 
only appear unnece but in all ref{peéts inap- 
plicable. _ For if irri®tion, as the author admits, 
Is: fuflicient to indore, the firft phenomenon, why 
muft we add chemiftry to produce an effeét which 
the teft of chemiftry has never been able to dete&? 
And if the irritation of a particle of venereal vi- 
rus that efcapes our fenfes is fufficient to produce 
a chancre, why fhould we infift that the matter 
. abforbed from this chancre, however little, is in- 
fufficient to produce an irritation on feveral parts 
_ of the fkin and bones ? 


Cisaihent ” But 


uP 


«. 
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Bit it is inconceivable through what abfurdities 
our author purfues this phantom of fermentation. 
Not contented with fhowing or admitting with 


Mr. Hunter that mercury, by producing a new irri- 
tation, may deftroy a former one, and by that means 


the venereal fores may heal, he goes on thus ;— 
“© We have hitherto treated of the a€tion of mer- 


“ cury on the folids only, we now proceed to 


** make fome obfervations upon its a€tion on the 


buns fluids. 


“Tt was formerly obferved, that the venereal 
‘¢ virus produces fomething like fermentation in the 
‘s fluids; no permanent cure can therefore” be 
‘expected, without this fermentation is ftopped. 
“© Mercury certainly has the power of ftopping 
‘this fermentation.”’” Thus a procefs, the lan- 


guage of which was at firft only adopted, is next 
fpoken of as probable, aft 


rards reafoned upon 
as proved; and laft of all its exiftence affirmed 
as'a certainty. For it could’ not certainly be 


- ftopped unlefs it certainly exifted.. And this too. 


without a fingle proof of the fa&, and in defiance 


of: pofitive evidence, which the author is aware of\ 


and admits. 

‘In this inftance we fee a writer adopting a mode of 
expreffion, inftead of ftating a fat; and afterwards 
reafoning on his expreffion‘as a propofition that he 
had proved. But we fhall find another, without 


waiting for this procefs, at once openly affuring his — 


i 


i * readers, 


~ 


(* 
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yeaders, that a definition of one thing is a proof of 
another. of 

‘© Whoever,” fays Mr. Foot,* * has confidered 

“¢ what was the caufe of pus, uniformly agrees that 

- “it muft arife neceffarily out of a folution of the 
‘‘ parts where that pus was formed. Now, as no 

“* ulcer is found in recent gonorrhoea, as no deftruc- 

‘* tion of parts are offered in vindication of fo un- 

“ commonan affertion, that the difcharge from the 

~ urethra is pus; why has the profeffor fo roundly 

Br given this fecreted fluid the unqualified appella- | 
‘ee tion of pus? The definition of the word will 
‘© not admit its application here, and the definition 

“ of the difcharge proves the faét.”” It would be 
very difficult to place this fentence in any logical 
order, fo as even to comprehend, much lefs to an- 
{wer it. However, asthe proof refts on the de- 
finition, let us enquire, what this definition is. We 
are told, that “ pus muft neceffarily arife out of a 

ec folution of thofe parts where it was formed ;”* 
but what is the folution of parts ‘ona granulating 

fore, where we have the trueft pus? We are at. 
aft referred to Mr. Pott’s definition. But we fhall 
find Mr. Pott much more cautious in his language ; 
and his definition, as far as it goes, is, like that of 
moft other writers, not of pus and mucus, but of 
the parts fecreting them. Hence it is, that thefe 


* Obf, part 1, page 18. 
C 2 fluids 


* 
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fluids have always accommodated themfelves to 
every frefh difcovery that has been made of the — 
nature and feat of a difeafe. While gonorrhoea 
“was fuppofed to arife from ulcers, it was pus. As 
long as fiftula lachrymalis was deemed a fiftulous 
ulceration, the difcharge was pus. When an im- 
provement in anatomy taught us the contrary, it 
became neceffary either to alter the name of the 
difcharge, or to admit that it might be fecreted 
without any lofs of fubftance. Mr. Pott, whofe 
work on fiftula lachrymalis appeared Yas early as 
the year 1758, had evidently his doubts, even at 
that time. But as his obje@* was to reform a 
cruel and erroneous praétice, in which he fucceed- | 
ed, he perhaps did right not to entangle himfelf ‘in 
a difpute which would not at all affe&t the theory 
of the difeafe. | After obferving, therefore, that it 
would:carry him too. far from his prefent purpofe 
to attempt pointing out the true charatter of the 
two fluids, he contents himfelf with fhowing the 
different offices and conditions of the parts from 
which they are fupplied. Even this is done. with 
that caution which ufually diltinguifhes a: writer 
who has a-well-earned reputation to lofe. His 
account of mucus is introduced by ‘ Jf J concezve 
“* rightly of this affair.”? When he {peaks of pus, 
dt.1s.in a manner not lefs guarded. —‘ Without,” 


* Farle’s Life of Pott, p. 18, 
lays, 4 
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- fays he, *‘ entering minutely into: the origin ‘and, 

‘nature of it, J believe I. may venture to afirm, 

“ that the diffolution of fome of: the folid particles 

- of broken capillary veffels, and a mixture of 

‘ fome part of the juices which fhould: circulate 

‘ through them, make a neceflary part of its pro- 

« duétion.” This language; which was more than 

admiffible at the time it was written, is fomewhat 

different from ** Pus muft neceflarily arife out of 

** a folution of the parts where it was formed ;”’ 

an affertién which can only be maintained by 

7 another equally unintelligible, that ‘‘ the definition 

“of the difcharge proves the faét.”’ 

We may expeét from the labours of nofologifts 

a gradual reform in our phyfical language ;’ but 

that this {cience is at prefent far from perfe€tion, 

appears by the confeffion of the laft writer on that 

fubjeét, who admits, No/ologos fucce/fus optatos non. 
dum. obtinuiffe.* 

_ To thofe' who with to corre& a part of the wri- 

tings of thefe laborious authors, without accurately 

__ and diligently examining the whole, Dr. Swediaur © 

“has left a very ufeful leffon. After the hacknied 

objection againft the word gonorrheea, he thinks 

proper to fubftitute in its ftead blenorrhagia, from 

Basvvos (it is ufually written Barsvuee), mucus, and 

pew, fluo. There can be no other obje€tion to this 


* Cullen: Przfatio, 
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word, than that it is of too general an import, ‘and 
1s as applicable to catarrh or dyfentery as gonorr- 
hea. But it is fit our author fhould fpeak for 


himfelf, as he feems well aware of the objettions 
that may be raifed aie his term. 


THE FOLLOWING IS HIS 


NOSOLOGICAL TABLE, 


Clafs. Locales nee 
Ord. Phlogofes or Mucifluxus 


Genus. Blennorrhagia. Anglis, Clap. Germanis, Tripper. 
Galhs, Chaudepifie. Italis Gonorrhea 


Character in viris, Titillatio, precipue in urethra parte ante- 
riore, in lacuna Morgagni fub frenulo ; {ubfequente pott 
biduum aut quatriduum, phlogofi locali cum ardore & doe 
lore in mingendo; accedente ftillicidio materie: purulente 

| ‘idal puriformis ex urethra ; corpore cavernofo urethrz prie- 
ternaturaliter turgefcente, plerumque eum ereCtionibug_ 
membri virilis folito frequentioribus, dolorificis | 


In Feminis, &c. 


Variat ratione fedis of 
Materia fluente 


Blennorrhagia balani ex glande 
urethralis ex urethra 
veficalis - ex vefica 

ct eke ees Lapialis <  e labiis vulvz 

—_—_—_-—— vaginalis € vagina 

ae UCFINA ex utero 

———-_—— hafalis € naribus 


ge ES on BR maf os 
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Species funt. 
Blennorrhagia fyphilitica 


a, Simplex 
B.. Complicata, f. ulcerofa. 


Blennorrhagia a manuftupratione 
ab acri externe applicato 


—_—_—_---—— a {timulo interne applicato 
arthritica 


—_—__—_—_———— a calculo vefice 
—_—_—_-———— a cancro uteri aut vagine 


Though what follows is hardly lefs obje@ionable 
than what I have tranfcribed, yet as this is fufi- © 
cient to relieve me from any imputation of partial 
quotation, I fhall intrude no longer on the patience 
of my reader. 

The firft remark that muft occur to every one 


after the inaccuracy of the latinity, is the loofe 


manner in which the order is defcribed ; phlogofes, 
or mucifluxus, two words that have not the moft 
diftant affinity with each other. Ifwe take the firit, 
it will not include all the fpecies, blennorrhagia e 


_manufiupratione, being unattended with inflamma- 


tion. If we take the Po we fhall find it only 
a Latin tranflation of the word ufed to exprefs 

the genus. 
Ti is well. known that the defcription of the ge 
nus fhould be applicable to all the fpecies and va- 
C4  rieties. 


| ee 
, ae 
z 
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rieties; As our author has thought proper, con- 
trary to all fyftematic writers, and in defiance of 
common fenfe, to enumerate the latter firft, let us 
fee how far he has been careful to confine his de- 
{cription of the genus to what may be applied to 
all the varieties. The French name for his genus, 
he tells us, is chaude-piffe ; and in the defcription 
we have cum dolore & ardore inmingendo. How 
is this applicable to Blennorrhagia nafalis ? WhenI 
had read all the varieties he enumerates, and among 
the reft vaginalis e vagina, nafalis e naribus, I 
could not help being furprized at not finding ocu- | 
laris ex oculzs. It is a common adage, * qua plus. 
‘* lachrymat minus minget,? and Ovid, who is faid 
to have defcribed fome of the operations of nature 
with peculiar accuracy, fomewhere ufes the phrafe 
cc lachrymas tepidas,’’ which Dr, Garth, a phyfi- - 
cian, tranflates “ tears—which /calded as they fell? 
But thefe are poets, let us confine ourfelves to me- 
dical writers. Mr. Hulfton,* Member of the 
Corporation of Surgeons, Fellow of the Society | 
of Antiquaries, and of the Medical Society of 
London, and Surgeon to the Philanthropic Reform, 
in his pamphlet, entitled Sketches of Fa@ts and 
Opinions, &c. afflures us, that a gonorrhea may 
be contraéted in the eye by the application of ve- 


* This gentleman is engaged in fome experiments on ve- 
nereal matter, and hopes by chemical analyfis to elucidate ~~~ 
the enquiry, whether the matter of SOREN ios and ice vee 
nerea is the fame. ; 


: _nereal 
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nereal matter to that organ; and the induftrious 
Aftruc, who fed a dog fix months with dog’s flefh, 
to fee whetherit would give him the venereal difeafe, 
tells us of a young man who got a venereal opthal- 
mia by the application, not of pus, but of the 
excretion from which the French name the difeafe. 

‘It fhould feem, indeed, from a rare cafe related 
by Mr. Jeffe Foot, as if the venereal fluid had a 
peculiar attraction tothe eye, or as if the eye had 
a particular power of ine al that fluid when 


confiderably diluted.* 


* ¢ In a rare cafe which I faw of a gonorrhcea of the eye, 
«¢ and where the eye was loft, it evidently appeared that it 
‘6 arofe from the following accident, and that it was — 
‘© produced through the application of the venereal fluid 
‘© of another fubje& to that part; for the fubje& who loft 
‘¢ hiseye through it, had knowledge of a woman half an 
*¢ hour before he went home: and when he came home, 
& wafhing his eyes becaufe they were weak, as he had 
. 66 been in the habit of doing, with his own urine, he by 
‘¢ that means imparted to his eye fome of that venereal 
“ fluid which was imparted to him juit before by the infeét- 
-& ed woman. . The eye began to inflame before that the 
és venereal ftirulus was difcovered inthe urethra, and each 
© gonorrheea after kept its own courfe, and although both 
* of his eyes were wafhed, as both were weak, yet only 
© one of them became thus infe&ted ; becaufe that none of 
* the fluid of the woman by being all confumed on the eye 


he ge 
2 


infe€ted, or by fome other failure in the ation of the ve- 
nereal fluid, took effeét on the other eye.” 


wn 
nN 


See Foot’s New Difcovered Faé&, printed for Becket, 
: 479°; and entered at Stationer’s- Hall, P. 8. 
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It is true all thefe faéis, except the chemical one, 


are a little at variance with Mr. Foot’s New Difco- 
vered Faét,* and his reafoning upon it; but as they 


Cid 
nw 


> 
€ 


¢¢ 


« 


all 


* «¢ And I mean to prove from what | fhall-fay hereafter, — 
that the local fluid of a gonorrhea, or chancre of a Subject 


‘ thus only locally infe&ted either with the one or with the 


other, will not or cannot venereally infe€t any other ‘part 
to which it can be applied of the fame fubjedé. In 
other words I mean to prove, that the venereal fluid, fo 
far as it refers to the fame /udjedl, and fo far as 
it may be fufpe&ed to be capable of aéting upon, 
and of producing either chancre or gonorrhea, or both, 
when conveyed to another part of the fame fubje in 
fuch a manner that it would, if it could produce them, 


Wal not ever produce them. And further I mean to 
-prove—but that I believe will upon refle&tion ‘be found 


to be unneceflary, for every day’s obfervation does 
prove it, that gonorrheal fluid on the fame Subject, fe- 
creted by the fame fubject, never produces ° a chancre up- 
on the fame fubjett, and that chancrous fluid on the fame 
fubjedt, fecreted by the fame Subject, never produces a 
gonorrhea. I mean to prove more, or at leaft, I mean 
to declare pofitively, that if in confequence of the ori- 
ginal fluid, which was received from another fubje, 
and which took effect, only that part where this ad origine 


’ fluid atted, ever was imprefied or acted upon through this 


fingle conneétion by this venereal fluid ; 5 and that if there 
were not the leaft. grounds or poflibility of any other in- 
fe&tion being contracted, fo that every other power was 
precluded, but that if a chancre on this part was ever fol- | 
lowed by another chancre, or by a gonorrheea, that fuch 


frefh local fyisipt Ge muft be  phgeriex out of the original 
* chancre 
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all’reft on hiftorical evidence, the reader is at li- 
berty to take which he pleafes.. But why need we 
look fo far for authorities? Our author himfelf 
tell us, that the confequence of a retropulfed go- 
norrhcea is among others, a venereal ophthalmia. 
Now to be retropulfed, is to be driven back again, 
that is, to the place from whence the fubjed came. 
Hence it appears the chaude-piffe, or blennorrha- 
gia cum ardore et dolore in mingendo, originates in 
the eye ; and that our author has been highly neg- 
ligent in not mentioning ocularis among the other 
varieties. ‘ 

If the reader 1s not fatisfied with this fpecimen of 
nofology, let him confult the reft, which he will 
find not lefs edifying. This accurate etymologift, 
who is fo much diffatisfied with the word gonorrhea 
as to fubftitute blennorrhagia for it, tells us that its 
fequela or gleet is blennorrhcea, as if there were 
any difference between the two words, except in 


** chancre which was'the feat of the a€tion of the fluid of 
‘* the other fubjelt ; if it was at all, I mean to be underftood 
‘¢ in this inftance, to fay that it is impodlible to come to pals, 
66 and that it never did come to pafs.”” 


Foot’ 's New Difcovered F act, p- 


If the reader does not perfeétly underftand all this, I re- 
commend him to the Pamphlet, where he will find the fubjeét 
{o often repeated, and placed in fo many new lights, that it 
yl vig impoffible it thould efcape him. 


found ; 
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found : and among the fpecies of this blennorrheea, _ 
are enumerated in women, 


Ab ulcere aut cancro utert vel vaginas 
A manuftupratione. 


Hence not only cancer 1m utero, but manuftu- 
pratio, is the effect of the venereal difeafe, though 
it has been generally thought its cure ; or perhaps. 
this, as is faid of {mall-pox, i is a difeafe people may: 
be frighted into. 


\ 
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ADVANTAGES OF MORE CORRECT LANGUAGE 


AND REASONING, ILLUSTRATED IN OTHER | 
SCIENCES, AND IN PHYSIC. 


Ly may feem ftrange that a fcience fo impor- 
tant fhould ftill labour under difadvantages, from 
which others of more remote application to hu- 
man happinefs, have in great meafure been ref- 
cued. But authors do not always write with a view | 
to the improvement of knowledge. Hence their 
works are often addreffed to thofe who are but in- 
competent judges. Readers, incapable of afcer- 
taining the validity of a firft principle, readily give 
the writer credit for its truth ; and when this is got 
over, all fubfequent reafoning appears fo demon- 
ftrative, as often to make us forget where we fet off. 
Nothing is more flattering to the vanity, or fa- 
vourable to the indolence of the human mind, than 
that language which feems to teach us the refult of 
a propofition, without the neceffity of attending to 
the demonftration. For ftrange as it may feem, 
the more fimple a propofition is, the greater dif_i- 
culty oftentimes the mind feels in attending to its 
demonftration, or comprehending: its folution. 
How many ages did men reft fatisfied with what 
they fancied a folution of mercury rifing in the 
| Forricel- 
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Torricellian tube! The language of the {chools 
was, “ Nature abhors a vacuum. The fuga vacui 
*‘ is the caufe of the fufpenfion of the mercury.’’ 
The fa& itfelf, which ought to have been account- 
ed for, was brought as a proof of the doétrine. 
Now though this fuga vacui was a mere hypothefis, 
while it paffed current it was likely to be more po- 
pular than the true folution of the phenomenon, — 
inafmuch as it faved the mind the trouble of think- — 
ing, and attending to thofe laws on which atmofphe- 
FIC preflure depend. | 

To give a further illuftration of the fubje@.— —— 
If in the lefs improved ftate of chemiftry, a pro- 
feffor fhould exhibit to his pupils the fpontaneous 
ignition that takes place on the mixture of the 
nitrous acid with fpirit of turpentine, and fhould 
feem to explain it to them as arifing from-no other 
caufe than the force of their mutual attraétion, 
which by the rapidity with which it aéts, excites fo 
much motion as to produce heat enough to fet 
them on fire; no one will now fay that the caufe 
was in any refpect explained. Yet how congenial 
to young minds, might fuch an apparent folution | 
prove; and how much more popular than the 
long procefs by which a true philofopher would . 
explain the fudden decompofitions that take place, 
and the extrication of fire that. was before in a flate 
of combination. 


Iam 
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I am aware it may be urged, that in what is 
called the true explanation, we are ftill far from 
arriving at primary caufes ; that in the firft inftance 
we have ftill to learn the caufe of gravitation, and 
in the Jaft what the matter of fire is, and why it is 
not active under every combination. But in both 
we can trace thofe Laws by which the phenome- 
‘na are governed ; that is, in the firft inftance we. 
‘can fhow, that the mercury only keeps its height 
by a preffure on one part, and a want of refiftance 
‘on the other, which we fee conftantly occurring in 
allother bodies; and in the latter, we can fo far 
‘trace the laws of chemical attraGion, and are fo 
well acquainted with the conftituent parts of the 
fubjeéts of the procefs, ‘as to account for the phz- 
nomenon, by its agreement with thofe laws when 
applied to the fame bodies, under different circum- 

‘ftances. | 
Sir Francis Bacon, the father of modern philo-’ 
fophy, has fhown in his Novum Organum, the caufes 
that impede the progrefs of natural knowledge. 
Among others, he mentions the too great impref- 
fion our mind feels from thofe properties in bodies 
which moft forcibly a&t upon our fenfes, and dwells 
-.much onthe errors men have fallen into, in ex- 
-plaining all the phenomena of nature, by the laws 
of that branch of fcience to which they have prin- 
Cipally attended, Thus the Ariftotelians applied _ 
Jogic to natural philofophy ; the chemifts expetted 
eS . | to 
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to difcover all the arcana of nature by furnaces, and 
Gilbertus undertook to folve every thing by the © 
magnet. 

Speaking afterwards of the great igihiienee 
words have over the mind, he obferves, that even 
a definition of them in our purfuit after natural 
knowledge, is hardly fuffictent to keep us from er- 
ror. ‘* Becaufe,” continues he,’’ definitions con- 
« fift of words, and words give birth to words ; fo 
<¢ that it is neceflary to recur to certaim facts, their 
“ feries and order—as will be explained. when 
‘© we come to the manner of conftituting notions 
“ and. axioms.’’* | | 

This he afterwards explains, by fhewing the in- 
fufliciency of the common manner of reafoning by 
fyllogifm, which by ftating only a few fa&s, and 
reafoning from them without attending to the ob- 
jeGtions, is always inconclufive. + In conftitut- 


ing 


* Que tamen definitiones, in naturalibus et materiatis ; 
huic malo mederi non poflunt; quoniam et ipfe defini- 
tiones ex verbis conftant, et verba gignunt verba: adeo” 
ut neceffe fit ad inftantias particulares earumque feries et 
ordines recurrere ; ut mox dicemus, quum ad modum et 
rationem conftituendi notiones et axiomata deventum fuerit. 


Nov. Org. lib. 1. Aphor. 59. 


aN Conteente autem axiomate, Peng indutionis alia, 
quam adhuc in ufu fuit, excogitanda eft; eaque non ad 
principia: tantum (que vocant): probanda et invenfienda, 
fed etiam ad axiomata minora, et media, denique cmnia. — 
Induttio © 


oe 


MEDICAL REASONING. | 33 


_ “ ing’an axiom,” fays he, “'a new form of induc- 


* tion muft be thought of, from what has hitherto 


‘been in ufe; one that will apply to the principal - 
and all the intermediate axioms. The indu€tion 


** that will be truly ferviceable in demonttrating 


‘the arts and {ciences, ought to analyze nature by 


“ rejecting and excluding as far as is neceflary, 


“and afterwards forming conclufions on what 
_“ may be afcertained.”” In the fucceeding book 


he proceeds to what he calls the art of interpret- 
ing nature; and, after expreffing the infufficiency 


Induftio enim, que procedit per enumerationem fimplicem 
res pucrilis eft, & precario concludit, & periculo exponitur 
ab-inftantia contradi€toria, & plerumque fecundum pauciora 
quam par eft, & ex his tantummodo que prefto funt, pro- 
nunciat. Ap induciio, que ad inventionem & demonttra- 


tionem fcientiarum & artium erit utilis, naturam feparare - 
_debet, per reje€tiones & exclufiones debitas ; ac deinde poft 


negativas tot quot fufficiunt, fuper afirmativas concludere ; 
quod adhuc fattum non eft nec tentatum certe nifi tantum- 
modo a Platone, qui ad excutiendas definitiones & ideas, 


hac certe forma induétionis aliquatenus utitur, Werum ad 


hujus induftionis five demonftrationis inftruétionem bonam 
& legitimam quamplurima adhibenda funt, que adchuc. nul- 
lius mortalium cogitationem fubiere; adeo ut in ea major fit 


-eonfumenda opera, quam adhuc confumpta eft in fyllogifmo; 


atque hujus induétionis auxilio, non folum ad axiomata in- 
venienda, verum etiam ad notiones terminandas, utendum 
eft. Atque in hac certe indudtione {pes maxima fita 
eft. ie 


* Nov. Org, Lib, 1. Aphor, 105. 
* D of 
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of the human powers to arrive at the primary 
caufes of things, obferves; *‘* For although 
es throughout nature nothing really exifts but in- 
‘* dividual bodies having fimple individual actions, 


“‘ according toa Law, yet in every theory that 


“law, and the tracing, finding out, and explain- 
“‘ ing of it, is the foundation of f{cience and expe- 
 riment.”’ | 

It is hardly poflible to conceive a more concife 
yet perfpicuous diftin€tion than this between true 
theory, which, I believe, the late Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds defined to be * the knowledge of what na- 
“* ture is,’? + and that fondnefs for reafoning which 
teaches us for every effe& to affign a caufe, with- 
out the labour of tracing fats or confidering the 
various objections that may occur. The great 
philofopher, however, whofe opinions I have been 
endeavouring to trace, was well aware of the dif- 
ficulties that muft attend his mode of reafoning by 


» 


* Licet enim in natura nihil vere exiftat preter corpora 


-individua, edentia aétus puros individuos ex lege; in doc- 


trinis tamen illa ipfa lex, ejufque inquifitio & inventio atque 
explicatio pro fundamento eft tam ad f{ciendum quam ad 
operandum, 


Nov. Org. Lib. 2. Aph. 2. 


T Probably from the 7o oy or ra ovros Cntnais Of Plato. 
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induétion.t In the paflage already quoted, he 


adds, that for juftly and fairly drawing fuch induc~’ 


tion or demonftration, many faéts muft be efta- 


_ blifhed, concerning which we are at prefent en- 


tirely in the dark; fo that more time muft be fpent 


than the fyllogifm requires. From this he feems 
to admit, that in the then imperfect ftate of fcience, 


men muft be contented with the latter, but points 


out the precife manner in which natural knowledge 
 ‘muft hereafter be ftudied: 


His method was purfued by thofe great lumina- 
ries who appeared about the clofe of thé feven- 
teenth century, when the laws of matter and of 
motion were defined in a manner ‘that will ftand 
the teft of all fucceeding ages. But in phyfiology 


~ we find Bacon himfelf failing in the only attempt 


he made. In his “ Hiftory of Life and Death,” 


his firft enquiries are entirely dire€ted to the 
- caufes that contribute to the prefervation and cor- 


ruption of dead animal matter. When he after- 


_ ‘wards comes to reafon from the more obvious pro- 
 perties of living animals, there is hardly a conclu- 


 fion he wifhes to eftablifh but is contradi€ted by fo 


many faéts of his own ftating, as are fufficient to 
invalidate any pofition, how generally foever it 


- imay be laid down. Nor was this to be wondered 


} 
Be 
Hi 


| ¥ See the conclufion of the quotation in the note of 


Bepage 3g: 6 Shoes ry 
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at in one who wrote in an age that farnithed hin 
with fo few faés. About this period, however, 
we owe the difcovery of the circulation to: Har- - 
_ vey; afew years after of the lacteals to Afelius ; 
fince that of the thoracic duct to Pecquet ; 
_ and to the anatomifts of our own days the office 
_of the lymphatic veffels, as a bags of ablosb- 

ents. | 

When we take a view of the powers of the se | 
man mind, as we fee.them difplayed in all the other 
arts, we fhall rather. wonder that nothing more has 
been done in our own, than that thefe.difcoveries 
fhould have been made. When we further con- 
fider how little advantage has been derived from 
them towards forming a rational phyfiology, ¢ our ; 
furprife muft increafe, 

In all our phyfiological elearches chs moft 
ftriking fact, and what one fhould think would be 
perpetually obtruding itfelf on every thinking | 
mind, is the change produced on dead animal and 
vegetable matter, by its becoming part of a living f 
animal. The firft caufes of this will probably for 
ever elude our enquiries; but the fact muft be ad- 
mitted’ by every one who fees that an animal is 
fed, that he grows, and that there is a difference 
between a dead and a living mufcle. Is it then. 
credible, that though the circulation was difcover- 
ed more than a century and a half ago, till our own 
days no phyfiologifis have ever made it a fubject 

Ong 
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of enquiry! And fo little had our minds been 


-accuftomed to fuch refearches, that when Mr. 


_* Hunter undertook to fhow, that the change from 


dead to living matter commenced in the blood, the 


new theory became a matter of wonder or ridi- 


cule. So eafy was it thought to laugh away the 
idea, that the blood is alive, that hardly an experl- 
ment was in{tituted to prove the contrary, or {till 
lefs, where this vital principle commences, if not 
in the blood. Dr. Fordyce’s definition of fer- 
mentation will, as I before remarked, folve, as far 
as words can, this and almoft any other difficulty, 
but without bringing us forwarder in our enqui- 
ries.* Hence, and: from many other inftances in 
the preceding eflay, we fee the danger of trufting 
to definition in phyfiological refearches, and I fhall 
now attempt to illuftrate, by a well known faét, 
Bacon’s objeaion to the fyllogifm ; his obfervation, 
that it is neceflary to. recur to certain faéts, their 
feries and order; to reafon by fuch indu€tion as 
will meet every obje@tion; and that the foundation 
of fcience is to trace that law by which fimple, 


* In the Effay on Digeftion, Dr. Fordyce drops the term 
fermentation, and ufes only the definition. In this eflay, 


alfo, inftead of confidering the blood (fee his Prattice of 


Phyfic) as conftantly tending to putrefation, which it is 
only kept. from by its motion in the veffels, he admits the 
probability of its life, | 
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individual aétions take place in individual bo- 
dies. Fe 
The difpute concerning hernia congeniia is fa- 
miliar to every one. Let us then trace the hi- 
{tory of it in a manner no one can obje& tovi: Dis 
Hunter, and probably other anatomitts, before the 
enquiry was inftituted, faw the tefticles within the 
abdomen of a feetus. This was one of thofe fais 
which, as the difcoverer neither communicated nor 
enquired further into, might be faid to amount to 
nothing, and the fubje€t might have pafled for a 
monftrous produ€tion. Mr. Sharp after this ac- 
quaints Dr. Hunter that he had feen in an old rup- 
ture the -tefticle in contact with the gut. Here 
was an important fact, and the more fo as it was 
communicated. Had fuch been the cafe with Dr, 
Hunter’s, Mr. Sharp might have purfued his en- 
quiry into the caufe of the rupture he met with, 
and the whole difficulty might have been folved. 
About this time appeared Baron Haller’s Opufcula 
Pathologica, in which he gives a.cafe of hernia 
congenita, fhows, that the tefticles are originally 
formed in the abdomen, and adds that their defcent 
1s about the time of birth, when he conceives 
they are fomewhere about the ring of the exter- 
nal oblique muf{cle, and by the breathing and cry- 
ing: of the child, and the action of the abdominal 
mufcles, are forced into the {crotum. 


Mr, 
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Mr, Pott, who wrote.a year or two afterwards, 
deferibes the fact pretty much in the fame manner, 
Haller afterwards, in his Prime Linee,* of 1764, 
from which the Edinburgh edition is printed, 
afcribes their defcent to increafed weight from 
the blood rufhing into them. Either of thefe hy- 
pothefes might be fupported by fyllogifm. To 
prove the latter it might fairly be urged, that 
the weight of the tefticle is increafed by the in- 
creafed quantity of blood it receives from. the new 
courfe of circulation, which refpiration produces ; 
that by the well-known laws of gravitation, all 
bodies move to the centre or downward, in,pro- 
portion to their weight, and that from the ere& 
pofture of the human body, the ferotum is lower 
than the abdomen. Hence the caufe of the phe- 
nomenon. In favour of the other. opinion, it 


might be urged, that fuch are the. confequences 


of preflure on the contents of the abdomen, that 


when violent, even in the adult, it will frequently 


caufe a protrufion of the inteftines thropgh aper- 
tures before not difcoverable. That refpiration 
and the new aétion of the abdominal mufcles mult 
be, violent in proportion as the parts are unaccuf- 


_ tomed to fuch a preflure; and that when a child 


* Denique fub inguine in plena etate ponuntur, fitu mu- 
tato, vi forte fanguinis irruentis. | 
Prim, Lin, 807.. 
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cries; which it ufually does, and is very likely“to 
do, from the peculiar fituation of fo fenfible a part 
as the tefticle, this preflure is very much increafed. 
Hence the folution of the difficulty.” 3 

But it is impoffible it-fhould ¢feape realty 

that the gravitating caufe might be prevented by- 
the boy being kept fo continually in an horizontal 
pofition as infants ufually are; or Mr. Pott, that. 
if the procefs, depended at all on the a€tion of ‘the: 
_ abdominal mufcles, hernia congenita; inftead of a — 
rare, muft be almoft an univerfal difeafe. But 
the inconvenience of the miftake could not end 
here. For thefe great men, one of whom {penta 
life in experimental philofophy, and the other had’ _ 
procured a number of fubjeéts, the appearances — 
of which he had noted, were fo. well fatisfied witn 
their explanation of the difficulty, as to prevent 
either of them inquiring after the period at which 
the tefticles defcended® into the fcrotum; a cir- 
cumftance which had they attended to would have 
fhown them the fallacy of their reafoning, 

This laft talk was referved for one who neither 
reafoned by definition nor proved by fyllogifm, 
but who confidered, that though throughout nature 
nothing really exifts but individual bodies having _ 
| fimple individual ations, according to a law, yet 
in every theory, that law, and the tracing, explor- 
ing, and explaining of it, is the foundation of fei- 
ence and experiment. ao therefore, the 
BS : | | ie 
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3 fyllogifm which never ftops to obviate objc&ions, 


and every induétion which would not apply to the . 
intermediate, as well as the principal axiom, we 
find him: attentive only to fa&s, their feries and 


order, and forming no'conclufions but what could 


be wellafcertained. By aclofe obfervation of the | 
ftate and fituation of the teftis in every age of the 
fetus, he difcovered the time which led to the mode 
in which the tefticle defcended, not only without 


_ the accidental aid of weight, pofture, or temper, 


but without the danger of the inteftine defcending 
with it. In a word, he traced nature throughout _ 
every part of the procefs, and fhowed fhe had as 
regularly provided for this change, and as much 


by laws fuited to the a&tions to be produced, as fhe 


does for the changes from the fcetal to the ftate of 
refpiration, from childhood to puberty, from the 
virgin to the impregnated uterus. When thefe 
laws were traced, it was eafy to fee the confequences 
that muft follow the interruption of any of them; 


, and by thefe means to account for the orifice re- 


maining ‘open, and the defcent of the inteftine, 
which fometimes, though rarely occurs. . 

— But itis hardly credible how much the original 
error in which Haller entangled himfelf, warped 


all his future reafoning on this fubje&.* Not 


ei ae: Te 
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* Errores radicales & in prima digeftione mentis; ab ex- 
cellentia fun@ionum & remediorum 2 non curan- 
tur. 7 OV. - Org. ol ek 50. 
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contented with endeavouring to make it appear. 
that the defcent of the teftis during or after birth, 

is very..common, though. every. other anatomift ) 
dates it at leaft a month before that period, we find 
him {till looking for a mechanical caufe to produce. 
an effeét, the greater part of which he is forced to 
refer to.a fpecific operation of nature., We.have 
before feen, him impute it.to the aétion of the 
lungs, fince that to increafed weight. ~But. at 
length the point. being admitted, that for the 
molt part the defcent is before, birth, thefe are 
both given up, and the whole is referred to preffure. 
One might think, fays he, that the increafe of the. 
lungs, and their aétion, is the caufe of. the progrefs. 
of the tefticle; but as it moft commonly happens: 
before birth, we muft refer the whole to the fingle. 
efficacy of the abdominal mufcles.* . And why. 
muft we have recourfe to either the aétion of the. 
lungs or the abdominal mufcles to produce an effeét, 
the whole of which they are unequal to, and the. 
only part of which, were they to perform it, they. 
could not do without danger? Can the aétion of. 
the abdominal mufcles being the tefticle from the. 
loins forward to the ring of the external oblique ? 


* Elem. Pyfiologia, Laufanne, 1778, vol. 8, p. git. 
Prefro Ko teftium iter refero, qui paulatim, de renum fede, | 
in {crotum defendunt. Crederes pulmonum augmentum, & 
refpirationem ejus itineris caufgm effe ; cum tamen plerumque 
ante partum teftes id iter relegant, oportet id totum se i 


rum abdominis fimplici eflicaciz tribui. 


vt 


MEDICAL REASONING, 43 


or after it has paffed through the aperture, can thofe 
mufcles clofe the orifice of the peritoneal procefs, fo 
as to form the future tanica vaginalis teftis 2. Above — 
all, can they act in this manner on the teftis, without 
affecting the other contents of the abdomen, which, 
during a confiderable part of the progrefs, lie ante- 
rior to the teftis, and which when the teftis defcends 
Jater in life, are very apt to come down with it. It 
muft then be admitted by all, that to produce part of 
this change in the fituation of the teftis, nature has 
provided certain laws, that only take place while that 
a€tion continues. The queftion thatremains is, would 
any thing be faved if one part of the operation 
were performed by an aétion that is always going 
on, viz. that of the abdominal mufcles? On the 
contrary, the operation is only fo much the more 
complicated ;* becaufe, befides that of direéting 
the teftes in their pafflage through the ring, another 
procefs muft be fet up to prevent the efcape of the 
inte flines along with them. Thus it is that men 
 incumber themfelves, when they attempt to pre- 
{cribe laws to the operations of nature, inftead of 
recurring to fa&ts, their feries and order, and rea- 
foning by induction from them. 

iy Caufae rerum naturalium non plures admitti debere, quam 
que. et vere fint & earum phenomenibus fufiiciant. Dicunt 
enim philofophi§ natura nihil fruftra fit per plura quod fieri 
poteft per papciora. Natura enim fimplex eft & rerum cau- 


fis Hi As non luxuriat,——Sir Ifaac Newton’s Principia. 


I have 
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Ihave chofen,to-\confine myfelf. to. this fingle, 
fact, becaufe:it is. the more pointed ; from the: two. 
names. it oppofes to. Mr. Hunter, and becaufe L 


have printed authority for all that is aflerted... But 


though Baron Haller is. certainly. entitled to the. 


higheft refpect for his genius, induftry, and readi. 


nefs. of communication, it’ muft be admitted, that 
his phyfiology is'too, often tainted with mechanical 
reafoning. Let,me‘inftance  his,.account. of the 


wafting of the thymus gland. Ladem.a pulmo- 


nidus awétes elifa <8 ab aorta nunc majori. fenfim 
edanefcit. * Is this the language, of; poctry or 
philofophy ? Of the latter it cannot; be, . Let me 
afk, among all the, whimfical theories of which Mr. _ 
Hunter is accufed; has he ever been heard to evade 
a queflion in fuch a manner. as this, or to accufe 
the Divine Artificer of fuffering one of the contents 
of a circum{cribed cavity, when all are in their natu-. 
ral or healthy ftate, to difappear, by the dafhing, or 
overgrowing of the reft? I am not ignorant, it 
may be urged, this‘is only a relation of. what ac- 
tually takes place ; for that the lungs are in conftant 
motion, the aor/ais increafed, and the thymus gra~ 
dually difappears. But let me afk, is it not given 


* Prime Line p.ccccxxti. This chapter clofes en an 
account of the elongation of the cecum, and the increafed 
- fize of the feet, which are thus accounted for, Czcum in- 
teftinum nafcitur a face ad dextra appendicule pondere fuo 
deorfum nitente, & pedes infigniter augentur a fanguine a 
ligatis umbilicalibus arteriis repulfo, pcccexit, | 
of. | us 
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us by Haller as a caufe producing an effect? Now 
is facha, caufe equal to fuch an effect ? Can the 
‘Motion of the lungs wear the thymus, when the 


thin pleura: that is interpofed efcapes, or could the © 


_increafed aqrta leffen the fize of any neighbouring 
_organ, if the ceconomy had not provided abforb- 
ents to take up parts no longer neceflary to the 
fyftem ? 

In thefe inftances I have ity endeavoured to 
fhow, how much advantage has been derived from 
purfuing Bacon’s method in phyfiology. In pa- 
thology, which muft be confidered as a branch of 
the former, it would be difficult before our own 


" times to find a fingle inftance of the application of 


this mode of reafoning, except in fuch cafes as de- 
pend on mere anatomical inveftigations. In all 
thefe it would be great injuftice not to acknowledge 


_ the induftry of the French; to whom, whatever 


may be faid of the difficulty of giving credit to all 


their hiftories of cafes, we certainly owe the foun- Khe i 


dation of practical furgery. Is Topathat this con- 
{cious fuperiority renders them i tg to the 


improvements of other nations, or*that a Hunter 


__ has not yet appeared among them to fhow, that in 


enquiring into a difeafe, we are not to have recourfe 
to definition and fyllogifm, but trace pure indivi- 


- dual actions, and the Jaw by which they are govern- 


ed? I have already fhown the deficiency of many 


well received writers in this refpect, and fhall now | 


attempt 
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attempt to illuftrate it with more precifion, by 
contrafting their mode of reafoning in a fingle dif. 
eafe. But firft let me premife a few general re- 
marks on morbid poifons; which, without perpe- 
tually bringing forward the fame name, I wifh my 
reader ‘to underftand, I derive principally from 
Mr. Hunter. A 


CHAP, 


prraged 
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Porsons are fubftances which change the 


action of a part, or of the whole conftitution, from 


a healthy to a difeafed ftate. They are either ani- 


mal, vegetable, or mineral. The animal poifons 
may be divided into the original and the morbid. 
The former are the fecretions of animals, as the 
viper in a ftate of health, the latter, the effect of 
difeafe ; thefe laft are fince Mr. Hunter’s time, 
pretty generally called Morbid Poifons. The mor- 
bid poifons are thofe which convey a difeafed ac- 
tion from one animal to another of the fame, or a 


different {pecics. This may be either by vapour, 


contaét, or wound. ‘The firft ufually produce 
fever; which, if the patient is able to ftruggle 
through the ftages of it, fubfides of itfelf. Thofe 
which affeé&t by conta& or wound, produce a local 
difeafe, which fometimes only extends itfelf by the 
difeafed action being kept up on the part; at others, 


_affe&t various parts of the body by abforption. 


The hydrophobiac poifon is an exception, being 
given by contact, and producing a critical fever. 
The fmall-pox, and perhaps moft of the poifons. 
producing eruptive ‘fevers, may be communicated 
| | by 
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by contaét, or vapour. In the morbid poifons, 


ae é , 
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the quantity applied, provided it be fufficient to - 
produce the confequent difeafe, does not _fcem to - 


leffen or increale it. 


For a morbid poifon to produce its full effeét, 
the fubjeét. that receives it mult be fufceptible of 
the difeafed a€tion it occafions. The part to which - 
it is applied, or the conftitution muft ‘take ona 


veer 
as 


difpofition to the difeafed action, and nothing muft — 


interfere to prevent the action taking place. ~ | 
The fufceptibility depends on the conftitution, 
or the ftate of it at the time the poifon is applied. 


Ifthe conftitution is fufceptible, the local dij 


pofition will take place on the application of the — 


poifon, and the aétion follow in a certain period. 
From this, as foon as matteris abforbed, thecontfti- 
tutional difpofition will. follow ; but the difeafed 


‘ gétion will not take place till a certain period, ac- 


cording to the laws of each.individual poifon, 

The fufceptibility is confined for the moft part 
to diftin& fpecies of animals, as the mange to dogs, 
the rot to fheep, and a great variety to man. This 
is, I believe, liable to only the fingle exception of 
hydrophobia. But all men, and probably other 
animals, are not fufceptible of the poifons pecu- 
liar-to their fpecies. Some men pafs through life 
without feeling the effeéts of the variolous infec- 
tion, and ftill more without that of the venereal, 


though sirens to it as much as the greateft ful 
ferers, m 


een 
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ferers. Many are fufceptible at one time, and not 
at another. Some have even fhown a fufceptibili- 
ty of the local, and not of the conftitutional infec- 


tion, or abforption has produced no confequent 


, difpofition to the difeafe. In fome, a pimple has 
_ appeared on the arm after inoculation for the fmall. 


pox, fuch as could not have arifen from a mere 


_ puntture without infetious matter; this has gra- 
dually fubfided, and the conftitution remained un- 


infe€ted, though expofed to the effluvia of the 
difeafe. In the venereal, how many do we find 
admitted into the hofpitals in whom the local dift 
eafe has exifted long enough to commit the moft 


_ formidable ravages, yet no fymptoms from abforp- 
tion have followed! 


That there is a period between the time the in- 


- feétion is received, and the difeafed aétion fhows 


itfelf, is evident inevery inftance. Andas in moft 


_ we can perceive no alteration during that interval 


and the firft fymptoms of the difeafe. But the - 


yin, the a€tions of life, this ftate of the conftitu-  \ 
_ tion has been called by Mr. Hunter, a difpofition 
to take on the difeafed afion.. In the cafual 


{mall-pox,* we finda {pace of about twelve days 
between the reception of the poifonous effluvia 


difpofition to the difeafe,:muft have exifted during 


that whole fpace, becaufe the fubjeét may be re- 


_* See Dr. Haygarth. 
es moved 
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moved from all the means of infe&ion front the ; : 


time he firft received the effluvia, yet this will not | 
prevent the difeafe from appearing at the appoint- 
ed period. Travellers frequently leave the coun- 
try where they received the miafma of ague long 
before any f{ymptoms of it appear; yet the difpofi- 


tion having been given, a removal into better air 


does not prevent the difeafed action taking place. 


Bur even when’ the difpofition is given, the 
ation may be fuperfeded for a time. OF this 
we have feveral inftances, related by Baron Dimf- 
dale, of perfons under inoculation, in fome of 


whom the period of eruption was protra&ted, and | 


in others the puftules after eruption rendered fta- 
tionary by the aétion of other difeafes.* Thefe 
| are 


* In the fir cafe defcribed of thofe attended with ery-- 
fipelatous rafh, the cruptive fever began on the eighth day ; 


but eryfipelas fupervening, the {mall-pox eruption did not : 
Show itfelf till the eleventh day, when the former fubfid- 


ing, the latter began and completed its progrefs. 
Dimfdale’s Prefent Method of inognaeay for the 
Small-Pox. i767. Page 100. 


In other cafes the eruption appears to have been ftation« 
ary. See Cafes 15, 16, 14, 18. ee 
Page 104, and feq. 


By Dr. Haygarth’s colleétion, the moft common pe- 
riod of eruption after inoculation, feems to be the eighth 


day. Whether thofe which happened later arofe from the + 
inter- 
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tre initances where the a€tion is fufpended in 
morbid poifons, producing their effeGt by fympto- 
matic fevers, having their ftated crifis and termi. 


_ mation. The fame happens to thofe. which affeé& 


locally, and by abforption, without a crifis. The 


venereal never. fhows itfelf on the fkin, or in the 


bones, while the firft local fymptoms are yielding 
to mercury given in any form. But the difeafe 
will appear in the {kin or bones, after the firft lo- 
cal fymptoms have been removed, and the effe& 


interruption of any other difeafe, does not always appear, 
except in one cafe related by Dr. Clarke, where the erup- 
tion was protracted to the twerity-fifth day. In this, feven 
days after the incifion, an eryfipelatous fever. and eruption 
attacked the patient. It is very remarkable, how feldom 
the common progrefs of the difeafe is interrupted in hofpi- 
tals or inoculating houfes. Of five hundred cafes given by 
Dr. Woodeville, four hundred and feventeen had the fymp- 
toms on or before the eighth day, fifty on the ninth, thirty 
on the tenth, two on the eleventh, and one on the four- 


teenth. | - 


Or three hundred and eleven given by Dr. Clarke from 
the Newcaftle Difpenfary, eight had the difeafe on the 
twelfth day, on the thirteenth three, on the fourteenth 


three, on the fixteenth, feventeenth, and twenty-third, one 
each. (See Dr, Haygaith’s Sketch of a Plan, &c. page 397.) 
Does this difference arife from the patients in the hofpital 


being kept more free from any other infeétion or accidental 


caufe? This appears more probable, becaufe inoculation in 


- ‘private pra€tice is by no means fo uniform in its phenomena 


as fated by Dr. Woodeville. 
eae Oe | of 
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of mercury on the conftitution has ceaféd. In 
this cafe the difeafed aftion has been fufpended, 
after the difpofition bad taken place. This will 
be at once admitted by every one who refleas, | 
that the fource of infettion no longer exifting 
fince the cure of the original local complaint, the 
difeafe that afterwards appears muft be in confe- 
quence of matter abforbed before the local was 
cured; and if its appearance is later than the 
ftated time, it muft be becaufe the conftitution 
was occupied by another, namely, the mercurial ir- 
ritation. 


In the fmall-pox thefe phznomena are more. 
obvious, becaufe, fince the introduétion of ino- 
culation, the periods of infeétion, fever, and erup- 
tion, have been marked with greater perfpicuity, 
and the uniformity is more ftriking from thofe pe- 
tiods being fhort, and all the fymptoms acute. 
‘Bat if we allow for the difference between eight 
days, which is the medium the inoculated fmall- 
pox requires, and fix weeks, the medium of the 
venereal for fhowing the effe&s of abforption, we 
{hall not find the variation in any greater propor- 
tion. For if, as the fame author obferves, the for- 
mer varies from one to ten, or even twelve days, 
without any apparent conititutional impediment, 
the latter may be fuppofed to vary from one to as — 
many weeks, and even longer, becaufe in propor- 

tion 
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tiotte-the length of time there is a greater proba- 
bility of fome accidental circumftance happening; 
‘to fufpend or forward the ation. 


— 


An_ objeétion of nid force has been raifed 
* againtt this language.  A€tion,” fays an ingeni- 
ous writer, “ ha have taken place or not: if it 
‘* has taken place, there is difeafe; if not, there is 
“none. Ihave no conception of any intermedi- 


“ate ftate. What is named difpofition, appears 


“to me impoffible; for no part of the body is 
“difpofed to difeafe, although all are fufcep- 


‘“tible of it.’ *—There is at firft fight an appear- 


ance of accuracy in ‘the language of this quota- 
tion. But as I truft I have fufficiently fhown the 


_ difference between fufceptibility, difpofition, and 
_attion, I fhall only endeavor to defend the term 


~ 


difpofition. 


Tuar this difpofition: is a modification of ac- 
tion, or, in other words, that fome alteration has 


taken place in the action of the part or conftitu- | 
tion, is highly probable; but as, to ufe the lan- 


guage of a writer of equal accuracy and elegance,t 
this rs often without any perceptible injury to the 


_ ** ordinary a€tions of life,’’ it is f{urely proper to dif- 


“* Moore’s Mat. Med. p. 273. 


+ Jackfon on the Fevers of Jamaica, p. 134. 
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tinguifh it from that ation which is obvious to 
our fenfes, and which conftitutes the difeafe. Till, 
therefore, we are better acquainted with the real 
flate of the part or conftitution between the pe- 


rm; 
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riod of infe€tion and the formation of the difeafe, 


it is furely juftifiable to call that intermediate ftate 
the difpofition to také on the difeafed a€tion. 


FURTHERMORE, we have great reafon to be- 
lieve, that not only an action may be fufpended, 
but alfo that a difpofition may be prevented from 
taking place, even when the poifon is applied.. I 
have already obferved, that the conftitution of it- 
felf may not be fufceptible at the time; and it 


a7} 


appears that other caufes may prevent its being fo. 


Of this a very ftriking inflance is afforded us in. 


the effeét of the Harmattan wind.* Seventy ne- 
groes were inoculated for the fmall-pox three days 
after the Harmattan fet in; none of them had any 
{ymptoms of the difeafe. Ina few weeks after- 
wards, fifty of the fame were inoculated and had the 
difeafe;. the reft had taken it in the natural way. 
Here, though the infe&tious matter was applied to 


feventy, all of them, as appeared afterwards, con- 


ftitutionally fufceptible of the difeafe, yet even 


* See Norris’s Memoirs of the Reign of Bafla ‘Ahadees: 
King of Dahomy. Alfo Philofophical Tranfaétions, Vol. 
7% : 


the. 


MORBID POISONS. | 55 


the local difpofition was fuperfeded, and of courfe 


the conftitution was not infected. 


Ar the time of any raging epidemic, the mor- 
bid miafma muft be generally diffuféd ; yet it is 
univerfally allowed, fome ages and conftitutions 
are more fufceptible of the difeafe than others, 


and alfo that a particular mode of living more ge- 


’ nerally prevents or favours this conftitutional fuf- 


ceptibility, Itis true, that this can never be re- 
duced to demonftrative evidence, becaufe we ne- 
ver can afcertain whether thofe wha efcape would 
have taken the difeafe, had none of the above cir- 
cumftances occurred to prevent it. * 


Ir isalaw with moft of thofe morbid poifons 


_ which produce their effe@ by a critical fever, that 


a conftitution which has once gone through the 
action excited by them, is no longer fufceptible of 
it. This is the cafe, with very few exceptions, in 
the fmall-pox,-in fcarlitina, and probably in 
moft infe€tious fevers. I fay with very’ few ex- 
ceptions, becaufe fome cafes to the contrary have 
been fo well authenticated, that Iam not fufh- 


‘ciently {ceptical to doubt that the fufceptibility 


may be fo {trong in fome conftitutions as to admit 
of the difeafe a fecond time, after a.certain period. 
But poifons which produce difeafed a€tions with- 


gut critical terminations, as the venereal, do not . 
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leave the conftitution lefs fufceptible of their ine 


% 


fluence, except for a time. i 


From being able fo well to afcertain the imme- 

° i. ! 4 3 ‘ 
diate caufes of fuch difeafes as are to be traced 
from ‘poifons, and from an accurate obfervation of 


their —progrefs under different’ combinations of 


events, the laws peculiar to fome of them have been 
afcertained with as much precifion as pathology can 
be expeéted to arrive at. It is to be regretted, that 


the fame cannot be faid of fome others, which, no — 
dowbt, when well underftood, will be found to ob- 


ferve the fame regularity as all the other operations 
of nature. Though the venereal has exifted for 


three centuries, and a {pecific remedy for it been 
known almoft as Jong, yet, till our own days, no. 


writer has undertaken to trace the feries and order 
of the two, fo as to deteét the laws by which 
each of them are governed. Nor is it lefs re- 
markable, that in a difeafe faid to affume fuch a 
variety of forms, as to be reduceable to no law, 
the ableft of the profeffion, forgetting the fallacy 


of ocular demonftration, fhould fo often have — 


taken upon themfelves to determine by the eye, 
and fometimes on a fuperficial glance, whether an 
eruption or old ulcer was venereal or not -—a node 
on the fhin bone has ufually been condemned at 
firft fight. Such has been the facility with which 
this infidious difeafe, as it was often called, has been 

deteéted ; 
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deteGted ; while thofe which are better known have 


| required an accurate ftatement of their hiftory and 


fymptoms before they could be afcertained. 


ANbtHER morbid poifon, which, from its ob- 


q ferving fomething like critical ftages, might have 


been better afcertained, is the yaws of the African 
negroes. ‘This difeafe, as far as I can learn,* has 


its crifis and termination, though its periods, from 


being longer, appear more irregular. It feems to 
have the fingular property of never inducing fup- 


_puration. Such at leaft is the general law of the 


difeafe. It fometimes happens, that a large yaw 
fuppurates after the fungus is formed; but at this 
time the difeafe has run through its flages. The 


_ firft appearances are pimples which, when the cu- 


_ ticle is feparated, difcover floughs or fordes. Un- 


a ae 


Sy eer oe, 


der thefe arife fungufes of various magnitudes, 
according to the fituation and nature of the dif- 


eafe. Thefe fungufes gradually increafe, fome to 


the fize of a fmall wood {ftrawberry, others of a 


p rafpberry, and fome exceeding that of the largeft 
_ mulberry, “ which berries they very much refem- 
_ ble, being knobbed as they are.”? If the cure 
goes on well, the fungufes {cab over, and by de- 
_ grees, the {cab falling off, difcovers the found {kin 
; pecs. 


nN 


* Edin. Med. Eff, Vol. 6, p. 312. 
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Iw this fangating property, it fhows fome refem. 
blance to the fivvens of Scotland. But in the 
latter the fungufes rife after ulceration. In this 
difpofition to form fungus, fivvens differs from the 
Canadian difeafe, and both of them from the ve- 
nereal in the phagedenic nature of the ulcers. 


The Canadian difeafe, too, is often cured by the — 


unaffifted powers of the conflitution, which never 
happens with the venereal. How far fuch is the 


7 


cafe with fivvens does not appear from the accounts © 


I have been able to colleét. Mr. Bell,* and Dr. 
Swediaur,? confider fivvens, the Canadian, and the 


venereal, as varieties of the fame difeafe. But 


this only increafes the. puzzle ; becaufe the vene- 
real, never yielding but to mercury, contrary to 


the Canadian, leaves us more than ever in the dark — 


concerning fivvens. Mr, Bell tells us too, on the 
authority of a practitioner, whom he does not un- 
dertake to refute, that fivvens yields more readily 
to corrofive fublimate, than mercury in any other 
form. This is contrary to the now eftablifhed 
pragtice in the venereal. 


Dr. Gilchrift t defcribes fome of the phagede- 

\, nic ulcers in fivvens, as healing'in one part while 

* Bell’s Treatife on the Lues Venerea, vol. 2, p. 442. 
+ Swediaur on the Vencreal, page 1715. 


+ Phyf. Effays, vol. 3, pe 154- 
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they fpread in another; which would lead us to 
fuppofe, that the difeafe might cure itfelf, were we 
certain thefe ulcers did not arife from the remedy, 
which is ufually mercury. The fame author {peaks 
of the fungus as a rare appearance in his own 


_ neighbourhood. Mr. Bell defcribes it as charac~ 


teriftic of the difeafe which both allow derives its 
name from the refemblance of the fungus to a wild 
palpherry- 


Dr. Gilchrift fays, the difeafe does not attack 


_ the larger and harder bones. By his defcription, | 
indeed, it does not appear to attack any of them, but ° 


by the fpreading of the ulceration from the foft 


_ parts, as the bones of the nofe from the throat, the 


palate from the roof of the mouth, and other conti- 
guous parts. Mr. Bell has feen it in both the bones 
of the leg, and in the cranium. But as he con- 
ceives fivvens to be fyphilis, he may miflake fyphi- 
lis for fivvens. Both authors defcribe ulceration 


as fpreading much fafter than in the venereal. 


Mr. Bell fays, when the difeafe is firft received at — 


the mouth, as foon as the throat begins to ulcerate, 


the woula and amygdale will be fometimes deftroy- 


ed in a few days; and Dr. Gilchrift fays, children 


at the breaft, feized with it in the mouth and 


throat, fometimes perifh with hunger, not being 
_ able to fuck or fwallow. Mr. Bell tells us, the 


part firft infecled has the fame canis as a Ve- 


nereal. 
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nereal ulcer; but his incorre&t manner of defcrib- — 
ing a difeafe, well known in the Southern metro- 
polis, makes one doubt his accuracy in this. He _ 
conceives, it never originates in the genitals, be- 
-caufe thofe who are infe&eu abftain from coition. 
This is a great deal to anfwer for, efpecially as we 
are told, that when the virus has entered the fyf- 
tem, it firft commonly breaks out on the genitals © 
and neighbouring parts. Weare not told whether 
the virus, in this cafe, has entered the fyftem by 
abforption from a previous local ulcer, or without 
that effe@. If the latter, we may be allowed to 
form our own conjectures on the originality of the 
ulcers. »At prefent, however, we mutft remain in 
the dark on the moft important phenomena of a 
difeafe, we fhould have expeéted would have been 
well afcertained, in a country of of.which it appears 
to be indigenous, and which has held fuch a de- 
fervyed reputation for the improvement of medical 


knowledge. 


Ir any practitioner or ftudent, after the recefs 
will favor me with an accurate detail of the fymp- 
toms, their feries and order, and the effe&s of the 
“remedy, I fhall be anxious to acknowledge the 
obligation, and to do the writer that juftice his 
endeavors will entitle him to. The Encyclopeedia 
Britannica difappointed me much, in making no 
mention of fivvens, under its medical article. But 


‘ as 
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7 as the letter S is nearly in order, we may expect 
to be gratified in this particular, in a work which 
popenee a fort of national reputation. If, in the 
mean while, any gentleman fhould be difpofed to 
Prinileriake the enquiry, I would recommend to Him 
- the following method of dire€ting it. 


Frk'sr; Wihether the difeafe ever appears with- 
out producing a local effet on the part where it 
might be fuppofed to have been received. 


—* id wine ee wii Sater Sag s, ied 


a. 
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SeconpLy, Whether there is any, and what, 
_ difference between the primary and SOBER ODE 
ulcers. 


. Turrpty, Whether mercury cures the dif- 
Bcitte without producing thofe effe€ts on the fyftem 
_ which we find necefiary in the cure of inveterate 
chancres. 


_Fourtu ty, If the primary fymptoms are cured 
before the conflitutional ulcers have appeared, 
whether the latter ever fhow themfelves without 
the recurrence of the original ulcer. - 


Firrrary,. Whether, in cafes of phagedena, the 
~ parts ufually heal by granulation, or fkin over 
Bevithout the loft fubftance being renewed. 

| SIXTHLY, 
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Sixtuzty, Whether the difeafe is ever cured 
by the uninterrupted efforts of the conftitution. 

Sevantuty, If this be the cafe with the pha- 
gedenic ulcers, whether,’ if the fungufes can be 
deftroyed by applying efcarotics as low as the 
found part, the difeafe will ceafe in that part, and 
healthy granulations rife, no other remedy being ~ 
ufed at the fame time. 

Lastruy, Whether mercury ever fails to effeét 
a cure. 


Ir this laft point can be afcertained with the — 
fame certainty as in the venereal, there can be no 
danger in the experimenter’s inoculating himfelf, 
which he fhould do with the matter of both pri- 
mary and fecondary ulcers—Dr. Swediaur refers 
to Mr. Bowman’s account of the Canadian difeafe, 
which I fhould not have failed to confult, but that 
all my enquiries of the medical literati and book- 
fellers in this great town have been fruitlefs. 

In all thefe morbid poifons we find a difeafe 
communicated fimilar to the parent flock. But 
it appears as if the healthy fecretions of one per- 
fon may, under certain circumftances, be delete- 
rious to another, Whether any of thefe poifons — 
originated from fuch a caufe, cannot now be de- 

termined ; 
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termined ; certain it is, ‘that many of them are of 
recent date, which in fome we can afcertain with 
tolerable accuracy. Though all of them may be 
communicated through the pores of the common 
cuticle, yet they are more readily conveyed where 
that membrane is either’ broken or particularly 
thin. It is well known that the cuticle is incapa- 
ble of ulceration. This is proved in a variety of 
ways. When abfceffes approach the furface, we 
fee every part partake of the fuppuration till they 
arrive at the cuticle, which is elongated into a 
bladder, and burfts. When broken through, it is 
for the moft part fo thin as to be loft in the dreff- 
ings, or whatever approaches the part. Where 
the cuticle is thicker, as in the palms and foles, 


_ this is much more obvious. 


Tue author to whom we are indebted for the 
account before given of the yaws, obferves, that 
when any of them are feated on the fole of a ne- 
gro, there is no other remedy than by paring the 
thick cuticle to come at the yawy fungus, and af- 
terwards treat it in the manner he propofes for 


thofe fituated in other parts. Among the labour- 


ing people of this country, it is not uncommon to 
find fimilar inconveniencies from the variolous 
matter confined under the cuticle of the palms of 
the hand. In this cafe we find a large fub-cuti- 
cular colle@ion, which breaks the cellular mem- 

brane, 


* 


me 
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brane, but never efcapes t Mrough the cuticle, Utie 


lefs opened. by art. ‘This property in the cuticle 


is the great. proteGion’ of the body from morbid 
poifons afting by conta& only. It is not indeed 
always fufficient, becaufe we find the vencreal and 
variolous will produce. their effe@ by paffing 
through the, pores of the cuticle, and ulcerating 
the fkin beneath it. In this cafe, as in that of ah 
{cefs, the cuticle does not partake of the ulcera- 
tion, but is elongated into a veficle. 


Burt where tig cuticle is broken, or is particu- 
larly thin, the effeét of morbid poifons is much 
more certain. _ It even appears, as was before ob- 
ferved, that the healthy fecretions of one perfon 
may, when applied under thefe circumftances, 
prove deleterious to another. The parts over 
which the cuticle is thinneft, are the genitals, the 
papillee, and the mouth. In all thefe we have in- 
flances. of difeafe implanted, which cannot be 
traced from the parent ftock. The ancients, who 
were ignorant of the venereal, could not fall into 
our error of imputing every ulcer on the genitals 


to that fource; but then their ignorance of the 


effeéts and progrefs of morbid poifons, made them 
confider thefe difeafes as peculiar to the parts, 
without ever fafpe€ling they were received by 
coition. This is the lefs remarkable when we 
confider, that thefe ulcers are feldom, if ever, met 


with . . 


; 


< 


* 


‘With in the vagina. 
only be exceeded by ie a 
than nine appearances of 


Pubole accuracy can 
ty, defcribes no lefs 


the penis, which 


he diftinguifhes by their proarals and fituation. 1 


fhall avail myfelf of bial order in which he has 


arranged them. __ | 
} 
Some of them may be imputed to te fecretion 
of the glands hardening and changing its Proper- 


ties; an. inconvenience {aid to be much re con- 


fiderable in warmer climates than in our own; we 


need therefore only take notice of thofe which have 
been confounded with the venereal. The firft of 


thefe is an ulcer that occafions phimofis, the fe- 
cond an eating ulcer near the franum, painful, 
with a fanious difcharge. All thefe he confiders 
as readily cured by gentle remedies and detergent 
wafhes. y 
_ Tue next {pecies is by no means uncommon in 
this country; but has too generally been confidered 
as venereal, and treated as fuch. It is either 
feated on the glans or inner part of the prepuce, 
fpreads very rapidly, and in a fhort time the glans 
or a part of it mortifies and floughs off, after which 
a cicatrix forms fo readily as fometimes to endan- 
‘. Celfus was fo well aware of this, 
* 


» Lib, vi. chap. 18 
ape ? that 


ger the urethra 


Bo 


ca % 


. the: prepuce fhould 


: 


that aes li Ede. he advifes inflant 
circumeifion, and, @ probe to be introduced, ‘left 
adhere to the glans, and even 


glue up the urethra. 
a? | : oe 

Or this kind of ulcer I fhall dire&t my reader 
to three cafes. The firft he will find in the Edin- 
burgh Medical Eflays.* The furgeon, obferving 
the mortification, thought it neceflary, according to 
the prattice of thofe days, to amputate the penis 
above the flough; after which granulations rofe to 
fach a eight as to form fomething like a new glans. 
Another cafe of; the fame kind is related by Tur- 
ner,t who, as loon as he perceived the gangrene, 


: ‘thought it Om to cut down to the living part, and 


apply hot dreffings. In fpite of this, however, the | 


patient recovered, but was lefs fortunate than the 


former, nothing remaining after the cure but the 
frump of a penis. The cafe related by Mr. French, 
in Mr. Hunter’s Effay,t was of this kind. That — 
none of thefe were venereal is probable, from 
their being fo well known to Celfus, and from 
their healing readily without mercury. In the firft 
cafe only {mall dofes of calomel with purges were 
exhibited: but here the part being cut off might 
MON Of.’ s.C art.’ 1. © 
t Syph. page 248. 
{ Hunter on the Venereal, page 385. 
account. 


ak, soot. 


’ account for the difeate’ euainiy til the fecond 
no mercury was giv en till the flough— had. caft off, 
and the parts began to heal, The laft cafe r related 
by Mr. French was much exalperated by mercury. 
When that remedy was laid afide, what was left 

of the glans. penis egal off, and the fore 
healed. *” &.) “y 


Tsoucu it may feem certain thefe cafes were 
not venereal, it might ftill be doubted ‘whether 
they arofe from impure coition. But the laft cafe 
places the matter beyond a doubt, Pe ae 
ing on the fcalp and tibia. The cure of thefe | 
without mercury is a further proof that the fource 
‘was not venereal, and that other poifons may by v 
inoculation produce Fone: apparently Similar ¢ i 
that difeafe. | . 


_ “Ir is a remarkable proof of the acouracy of 
Celfus, that he particularly diftinguifhes thefe fpe~ 

_ eies of ulcer which heal either by common appli- 
cations or after floughing, from thofe which fpread 
either by phagedena or a fucceffion of floughs. It 

is well known that all local difeafes which fpread 
without any circum{cribed termination, are by this 
writer called cancer. 


THe peader’ is hs: to be offended at meeting 


with ulcer exedens among the firft, and gaysdawa in 
' EF & the 
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~. the fecond. Hiei fhould remember that! Celfus 
_ derives his definition and divifion of cancer * from 

' the Greek phyficians, which, after explaining, he 
accurately follows. That the chapter de obfcena- 
“rum partium vitiis is intended more particularly 
for the ufe of fuch. patients as through over deli- 
cacy could mot apply for relief, and to {uch no 
defcription could be more intelligible than ulcer 
-exedens. But this kind of ulcer, which fo readily. 
“gives way to common remedies, is very different — 
from his definition of cancer. Non folum id, quod 
occupant, corrumpit, fed etiam ferpit, Sc. The eryfi- 
pelatous inflammation: is for this reafon among his 
Apecies of. ne * But what I particularly with to. 

™ ei here is his defcription and divifion of pha- 


Be edaena into two fpecies. The firft is the common 
is 


Zt seca for the cure of which he advifes the — 


nat cov YEC™| Qual cautery. The other he defcribes as begin- — 
Hes (ehjw “8 ‘ning with a blacknefs or flough, and if not pre- 


> vented, fpreading to the bladder, in which ftage 
' no affiftance can be given. If this is feated.on 
the glans near the urethra, he advifes the fame re- 
medy, with proper care to preferve the orifice of 
the urethra, but if the difeafe has- pensiiey “ae 


that the knife fhould be ufed. 


THE firf fecids is by no means uncommon. 
‘The third volume of the Lont@a Medical Tranf 
: * Lib. v. cap, 26. 
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aGtiofs contains a cafe by Dr. Donald Monro of a 
phagedzenic ulcer, in the fpace of five or fix weeks 
eating away the whole glans penis. By degrees it 
fpread fo as to lay bare the mufcles of the abdo- 
men, and, deftroying part. of ‘the epigaitric artery, 
_produced a hemorrhage of which the patient died 
before, any ni could be given. During the 
patient’s life Dr. George Monro was -confulted, 
who pronounced the difeafe, like fix others he had 
feen,,to be of a cancerous nature, and produced 
by the too free exhibition of mercury in its early 
ftage. . But this was fo far from the cafe, that no 
mercury was given, except as a draftic purge, be- 


fore the dodtor dire&ted a mercurial f friGtion. __ 
€ + 


e 
¢o% 


 Apmittine that purging was improper, it “is % 


not likely that no improved mode of treatment 
thould ever remedy the inconvenience ‘of it in a 
juvenile, conftitution. It fhould alfo be remem- 
bered that the do€tor himfelf found the inflamma- 
‘tion fo confiderable as to induce him to advife 
Dleeding. In a word, if the difeafe was venereal, 
why did it not yield to mercury? If cancerous, 
how fhould mercurial purges produce cancer? or 
why fhould cancer affume fo unufual a type as to 
‘ulcerate without any furrounding anaes, or with- 
‘out a previous fcirrhus ? 


TuE other genics of fin goad is, I believe, 


5” 


_defcribed only by Celfus. Of the accuracy, how- 


i F 3 ever, 
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ever, ‘of his defcription, T have lately nea re~ 
markable inftance, which fF fhall now relate. 
yi ea . 

ox GENTLEMAN accuftomed to little puftules 
from the febaceous glands about the face, was in 
the habit of prefling out what he galled the maggot, 
as foon as it appeared. Oblerv ig one of them on 


the undef ‘part of the prepuce, he treated that 


in the fame manner, and while the {kin was broken 
continued his intercourfe with a woman with whom 
he had been long conneéted. “Finding the puftule 
did not heal like thofe on the face, he ‘applied to 
a phyfician, having g previoufly ufed a folution® of 
lunar ‘cauftic, - aid the mercurial fridtion. The 


ints. 
* 


phyfician, before the flough was caft off, recom=_ 


mended him toa furgeon more in the habit of fee- 
ing fuch cafes. _ After the efchar came off, no dif- 
pofition to heal appearing, ‘the mercurial fri€tion 
was, advifed.. The fore very foon {preading, and 
the conttitution fhowing but flight fymptoms, of 


being affeéted by the mercury, the fri€tion was | 


continued, and the quantity increafed. But in 
{pite. of all the ulcer {pread, infomuch that while 


the mouth was fore, it had extended laterally { fo z as 
“to be feen without railing the penis, ‘and downward | 


to the fea. In this fituation he fent for. me. 
On hearing the hiftory, I had no difficulty i in 
making up my mind, that; whatever the cafe might 


eed poe been, it was not then | venereal. 


Noy 


et 
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Nor was this. opinion founded on the Srclumpdaie 


of any better knowledge of the fubje&t. The 


entlemen before confulted were my fuperiors in 


profeffional rank, in age, and in their opportunities 


of feeing cafes of every defcription. But I came \ 


in after them, a ‘i their fa&ts and experience to 
reafon upon. The phyfician was likewife of opi- 
nion that the fri@tion fhould be difcontinued. On 
laying afide the ufe of mercury, and attending to 
good diet and bark, the ulcer put ona clean, gra- 
nulating appearance, and there feemed no doubt 
but its healing would be in proportion to the ra- 
pidity with which it had fpread, But at the very 
time when a beginning cicatrization might have 
__ been expeéted, a paroxyfm of fever came on, with 
_ violent pain in the part, and an effufion of ferum. 
This, as wellas the confequent increafe of the ul- 
cer, was imputed to fome accidental irregularity, 
or one of the changes common in an irritable ha- 
bit. Ina {hort time all thefe unfavourable fymp- 
toms difappeared, and the wound affumed its for- 
mer clean and florid complexion. But in a few 
days the former fymptoms recurred, with fimilar 
confequences. At each paroxy{m of fever the ul- 
cer not only” put on this unfavourable appear- 
ance, but gained ground in ail dire&tions, The 
fame train of fymptoms fucceeded each other fo 
often, that I could now tell when to expec them, 
and obferved before the febrile attack a livid ap- 

F 4 pearance 
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pearance about rine at the edges of the wound. 


As the fever went off, all that part of the fkin dif- 

appeared, and left a clean fore underneath, which 

foon after affumed a healthy granulating appear 
ance. 

‘ he shes, 

THE profpeat of fo long an attendance made 

me defirous of the affiftance of another furgeon. 


Having therefore warned my patient not to expect 


any amendment till the whole SL was floughed 
off, Mr. Cline was confulted. From the alternate 
changes in the fore, he made. no {cruple to affert, 
it could not be venereal. “The ufual remedies 
were tried for the conftitution, and the dreffings 


varied according to circumftances ; but the Fi Ro 


cer increafed as before, The fever was however 
lefs at each returning  paroxyfmm ; and as the edge 
near the corona became attacked, the ‘true phage- 
dena appeared more and more, with but little 
previous blacknefs of the fkin, or flough. This 
continued till the whole prepuce, and that part of 
the {crotum which forms a part of it when the pe- 


- 


nis is ereét, entirely difappeared. | Till this was : 


nearly accomplithed, though we : had frequently 


the appearance of beginning granulations, no dif- 


pofition to form {kin or cicatrix ever t thowed it | 


felf. 


hy 
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apa procefs of fkinning now, began at t the'up- 
-«iper edge next the pubis, and increafed rapidly till 


the whole was nearly covered. Soon after he. yw 


{kin began to form, a copper {pot appeared on the 
_ infide of the right thigh, and’ others on the hands; 
and ina day or two afterwards the patient difco- 
_ vered fome bumps, as he combed his head: he had 
alfo an ulcer i his throat. When thefe were dili- 
gently examined, and we had retired, Mr. Cline 
exprefied his fufpicions, that they were venereal ; 
_ and his furprife at the fame time, that the cranium 
thould have given no pain. About the fame time 
appeared. a protuberance on the right tibia ; and 
the patient remarked, that he was become bandy. 

Tt was however agreed, “not to give any mercury 
for the prefent, left the healing procefs of the penis 
fhould be interrupted, = 4 alarm the patient 
with the difcipline he was likely © to go through. 

But i in a fhort time the blotches began to ulcerate. 
“That on the thigh, in the {pace of four days, be- 
came as broad as a crown piece ; another appeared 
on the fternum, which was itfelf elevated, and a 
new tumor arofe on the forehead, which gave the 
fingers every. fenfe of flu€tuation. It now ap- 
ger doubtful what courfe to purfue. 
Five grains of crude quick{filver, rubbed down 
with conferve, were given daily for three days, 
and then a ;, to hoes hee for eight 
flays. 


At 


\ 
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a | | 
im OBSERVATIONS ON : as 


Ar! rft ‘the fuccefs anfwered all we could, ex- 
ee he ulcers took on a kinder afpect, no new 
; appeared, and the tumors in the cranium lef 
fened. But at the end of eleven days his conlti- 
tution began. to feel fome of the effeéts of the 
mercury, as was ‘evident by the f{mell of his. per- 
fpiration and breath. Immediately the . ulcers, 
from a found granulating furface covered with 


good pus, became of a dufky red, with bloody fa— 


nies. _ This was, without exception, the cafe with 
all of them. FPS bones remained the fame, ange 
+s rt 

‘ NOW. nasa to fuggeft to Mr. fern that 
the difeafe might ftill not be venereal. ae ex. 
prefled fome furprife, but offered to put it to the 


fingle t teft of the ae which, if they. fhoul Id Te- 


cover without more rcury, he would admit were 


\ not likely to haye been tainted with that. virus, 


Sasa 9 


At all events,. the: mercury was to be difcontinued. 


‘The bones did recoyer without more mercury, a and 


before all the ulcers healed. 


\ cherie 
 PRIDGD 


: At this time 4 patient, finding | his health bet- 
ter, wifhed to try the effect of country air, which, 
as mercury could not then be repe ‘ d with. fafety, 
we made no objeglion t to. On his return, in about 
a fortnight? s time, his throat was again ulcerated, 
and fuch of. the old external. ulcers as had | not 
healed threw i a kind of fungous granulation, 
refem- 
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refembling the accounts we have of fivvens; The 
fore on the penis, ‘which had never completely 
fkinned, was fpread to about the fize of a fhilling, 
but, inftead of a phagedenic, had only an indolent 
appearance, fuch as is common with parts newly 
cicatrized in ‘a debilitated conftitution. His 
health, however, being better, mercury might have 
been bear t with fafety. - But, by this time, 
like many in ids, he feemed difpofed to confult 
every body, and was fatisfied with nobody.» He 


brought with him a prefeription from a phyfician 


in the country, for a decoétion of the woods, 
which prevented our doing more for the prefent 
than’ giving him a gargle of corrofive fublimate. 
Before two days trial ‘of thefe remedies, another 
phyfician ' was confulted ; and after that the cafe 
transferred to another furge con. “This gentleman, 
having no doubts of the venereal origin of the 
difeafe, exhibited mercury freely, and the ulcers 
healed. | After this, fome | pieces of bone were ex- 
foliated from the nofe ; and almoft as foon ashe 
recovered from the mercurial irritation, blotches 
appeared in his face, a frefh ulceration on’ the 


eR oo REL ya ae, 
throat, and the tibia again enlarged without any | 


pain. - He is ‘now under his ai mercurial 
: an 9 ay , | | 
ee 
Tuts cafe, in its firft flage, is sembly defcribed 
fY Celfus, as the prigedena, ¢ diftin guifhed by que- 
| dam 


WHI ay eee 


” 


Vso ht) data ON. 


jerities quae nom fentitur fed ferpit. It-was. 
indeed feated on the prepuce, and his direétions ars) 
applicable to the glans, becaufe his principal objeét _ 
in them is the prefervation of the-urethray When) 


" phagedeena fpreads in this manner, it is impoffible. 


awe 


to fay how far the difeafe may have extended be- 
fore'the lofs of fubffance fhows itfelf. _ The ipro- 
priety of the direQion, therefore, to cut beyond the 


difeafed. part [precidendum] in thidhande, ane to, 


cauterize in the aie re iiasioge hid 


tea ‘ 


fin } OQ 


al Tn AT hid iter was ing Bea a a pene poi 


fon introduced from the broken fkin, at the lower 
partof the prepuce,, is moft, probable ;- and: that it 
was. not yenereal,, is tome, equally fo. Is it-cons 


\ fiftent ‘with ‘ what .we. know. of ‘the latter, that, an 
ulcer fhould, inctéaf@lvhile ‘mercury. is thowing its | 


effeis on the .conftitution?, Even’, if mercury 
were exhibited in too great profufion, there fhould © 
have«been. a; period during its ufe when, the ulcer 
fhould have fhowed a healing difpofition; but the 
contrary was invariably the, cafe till ‘the, remedy | 


was laid afide, and indeed long after. the conflitu- 


tion had recovered from all the common effegis: of 


tec) Was the phagedaena, then,. the. effe@t of mer- 
cury ? . This is more probable, efpecially when we 


recolleét, that a cauttic having been vgry early ap- 


plied to the part, the. action from the! virus; might 


hayes been | deitroyed, ‘anes thay of | mercury have 
been 
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-been uninterrupted ina crude wound. But the 7 
-wound fhowed no ‘difpofition to heal when: the | 
-efchar caft off, before the fecond exhibition of 
‘mercury; and when that remedy was difcontinued 

the phagedzena was’ not of the kind that has ever 

“aah: dtleribéd as confequent on the ufe of mer- 

-cury, nor indeed fuch as exifted while the confti- 

tution was under the ftrongeft mercurial irritation. 

The contftitutional fymptoms were much more fuf- 4 
-picious, but the blotches ulcerated much earlier, i 
and the progrefs of the ulcers alfo was much more | 
rapid than that of the venereal. The nodes were 

‘unattended with pain, and the rapidity with which, ie ae 
after the formation of matter, they yielded to {mall 
dofes of mercury, is at leaft new in the hiftory of 
the venereal. Nor have thofe fpongy granulations 
ever been defcribed as confequent on venereal | eal 
ulcers. Laftly, have we ever before heard: of ‘ 
venereal ulcers affuming that unfavourable afpe& 

at the time when the mercurial irritation had jut. 

arrived at fucha height as would induce us to 

expeét the moft favourable iffue ? | “ 
_ Dsmaru not now infift on one argument drawn ) 
from Mr. Hunter’s obfervations on the laws of the 

venereal, namely, that when the difeafe is once . / 
cured in the {kin or bones, it nevér returns to thofé ae 
parts from. the fame ftock of infe€lion. If the a i 
difeafe in ‘other, relpeas refembled iues venera, 

el Vie ah : this 
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certain, if the chancre has a chara 
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this circumftance would only prove the fallacy of 
Mr. Hunter’s theory. But I will venture to fay, 


‘that, excepting its being a morbid poifon produc- 


ing a local effeét, and alfo effeéts from abforption, 
it had no fingle charatter of the an - That 
the firft local ulcer which came under my obfer- 
vation was not the effeét of mercury, there is the 
faireft prefumption. That it was not venereal is — 

Aer which every 
accurate writer has defcribed, and which alone 
diftinguifhes it from all other ulcers. 


Tu reader muft have obferved, that among 
the great variety of ulcers defcribed by Celfus, 
there is no mention of a thickened edge and bafis 
to any of them. That Celfus was not inattentive 
to fuch appearances, every one accuftomied to 
trace his accuracy will admit, and I fhall have 
occafion hereafter to fhow. But if we allow the 


concurrent teftimony, not only of Mr. Hunters 


but of every accurate writer of refpe€ability be- 
fore his time, the thickened or hard edge and bafe 
are the true charaéteriftics of the venereal ulcer, of 
chancre. ‘It is therefore rather a mark of Mr. 
Foot’s inattention than of his critical acumen, 


when he afferts, that “ulcers are only ee 
“to be venereal from fituation or fufpicion.” * / 


“¢ 
ies | 
: ie ae , 
* Obferv. on Hunter, part g, p. 8. : 
Aftruc, 
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_ Aftruc,t whom he is perpetually quoting, defetibs 
them with an exa€tnefs which always accompanies 
that author, and adds a theory which, confidering 
the time it was formed, {hows an ingenuity equal 
to his ty Sydenham,t and indeed all other 

“writers of eftablifhed reputation, make the fame 
remark. It is the ‘abfence of this edge and bafe 
in the ulcers of moft other morbid poifons, that 
produces, I fafpe@, fuch a rapidity of ulceration 
as is very properly denominated phagedzna. 


Tux language of Celfus would lead us to fu- 
fpe&, that thefe fpecies of ulcers were much more 


common in his time than at prefent. But the 


truth probably is, that fince the knowledge of the 
venereal has taught us the ufe of mercury, all fuch 
as sed to that remedy have paffed for vene- 
real, and only thofe that refift it are now taken 
notice of. It is plain, however, ifiem the methods 


propofed by Celfus, that fome of thefe ulcers of 


his date refifted all the then known. “remedies. | 


‘This argument may be extended to his fevere 
manner of ‘treating difeafed bones.|| His divifion 
| into “e: caries S nigrities, which exactly an- 
_ {wers our node, ‘ulceration, and caries; his choice 
: se 
HMRane, vol. 1, p. 407. Miah hs s tranflation. 
£ Swan’s Oey P- 3 908. 
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of the word vitiatum; and his defcription, prime : 
Sere pinque eft, would lead us to {uppofe he had an — 
imperfe& idea that the bone was in fome way con- 
taminated. This opinion is ftrengthened by the 
great anxiety he fhows, that the whole of the dif- 
eafed part fhould be removed, either by the hot — 
iron producing exfoliation, or by rafping or fcrap- 
ing. Qui radit hec audatter imprimere ferramen- 
tum debet, ut agat aliquid {3 maturins definat.) By 
the laft part of this fentence we cam perceive, ) 
that he had met with cafes which were neither re- 
lieved by a fpontancous cure, nor by any known © 
remedies, nor by any thing fhort of an entire re- 
moval of the vitiated part, the fmalleft portion of 
which being left, would re-produce the difeafe. It 
is alfo worth remarking, that when. the caries is — 
; feated in the cranium, flernum, or ribs, he confi< — 
» ders all attempts at burning as _ufelefs, aiid that. 


! nothing fhort of c tting away the part can be effi. — 
-. cacious, It is now well known, that this fevere 
treatment, is not neceflary. Our knowledge of 
| ve the venereal and its remedy, has taught us to ap- 
" ‘ply the latter to bones infeéted with this, and pro- 
.bably with other morbid poifons. It has ‘alfo © 
taught us to diftinguifh between bones\€nlarged 
/ from the ftimulus of a poifon, and difeafes arifing ‘ 
fpontaneoully, or from a peculiarity conftitution. 
m But the ftate of furgery in Celfus’s days was not — 
om fuch as to fuggeft this difference. Finding therefore — 
iad . fome . 
: Sa * 
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_ Jome cafes which could never be relieved but by 
the removal of all the vitiated part, it is not fure 
prifing if he confiders this vttium as inherent in 
all difeafed bones. Thefe inferences, I am per- 
~ fuaded, will be admitted by every candid perufer 
of the paffage, as well as the probability that all 
the ulcers under the divifion: of cancer in cole, 
were the effeéts of morbid poifons, which ftill oc- 
cafionally. fhow themfelves, and which, though at 
| prefent confounded with the venereal, are ally 
- diftin@ from it.——If the reader ftill retains any 
doubt on this fabjedt, I would recommend him to 
perufe Mr. Becket?s paper in the Philofophical 
Tranfadtions, on the antiquity of the venereal dif- 
~ eafe, where he will not only meet with a defcrip- 
tion of ulcers on the genitals infecting the reft of 
the body, before that poifon was known, but with 
an account ¢ of fome that were cuted by mercurial 
falivation. Aftruc gives a very good abftra& of 
this paper, and anfwers it with much learning and. 
- good fenfe, fo far as he confines. himfelf to the 
- fuppofed antiquigy of the difeafe. 


t couun relate other inftances of ulcers of 
this kind, but my with is to confine myfelf to 
fuch as do not reft on my own authority. I fhall 
now therefore direét the reader’s attention to a few 
cafes of morbid poifons which have been commu- 
nicated by the nipples. : 
car Ge ! Ty 


sll 


ae 
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In the third volume of the Edinburgh’ ‘Medical 


‘Effays,* we have an account of feveral ladies whofe 
nipples and other parts of the body were mfe&ted — 


in confequence of having their breafts drawn by 
a woman who had an ulcer in her mouth. Though 
the writer of the paper confiders the difeafe as ve- 
nereal, yet there is no evidence of its being fuch. 
The woman in whom it originated had no com- 


plaint in any part of her body, excepting two ul- 


cers in her mouth, one of which healed with no 
other application than a gargle of infufion of 
woodbine. Many of the patients were not cured 
by mercurial courfes; and the author remarks, 
that the difeafe was different from that given in the 
common way, both in the malignancy and quick 
progres of the fymptoms. But the poifon was ap- 
plied only to matrons, and on a part from whence 
there was lefs danger of the infe&tion fpreading. 
Had it fir occurred in a camp, and affeéted only 
the genitals, it is difficult to fay how extenfive the 
contagion might have proved. 


‘ é 
tueretens of fore nipples in nurfes, and. often » 


without any apparent difeafe in the children, are 
fo numerous, that every practitioner muft have, 
met with a variety of them. Happily they are, 
for the moft part, attended with little ulceration, 


* Fifth Edition, p. 297.. 


and 
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and ‘readily heal by difcontinuing the application 
of thé child’s lips. But there are too many in- 
ftances of the contrary. The moft remarkable 
cafe that" has come within my knowledge was that 
of 4 woman fent from the parifh of Worth, by the 


Rey. Dr. Bethune, to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpi- 


tal. She was fufpetted by the village praétitioner 


of being poxed, and in confequence falivated by a 


mercurial fri€tion. The difeafe not making any 
great progrefs in the child, no remedies were ufed 
for it. When the two arrived at the Hofpital, 
they were under the care of Mr. Pott, But 
on hearing the hiftory of the difeafe, he deter- 
mined the cafe not to be venereal, and referred it 
to the phyfician. Dr, David Pitcairn had then 
the care of them. The woman had_ loft her nip- 
ple, with a confiderable portion of the breaft; a \ 


_ phagedenic ulcer was creeping along her neck and 


face, and had deftroyed part of one eye- ‘lid. Ci- 
cuta and décoftions of feveral of the woods were 
tried, as well as the mercurial falts in {mall dofes ; 
but the difeafe continued to gain ground, and even 


_appéared on the infide of the other breaft. In 


the mean while, the breaft originally infe@ted, and 


part of the neck, healed, but’ without the loft fub- 
ftance being filled up by granulations. The child 
took no kind of medicine, and recovered in the 


air of an hofpital; while its mother was reduced 
to this wretched fpeétacle. She returned uncured 


G 2 to. 
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to her parifh, where fhe died. ‘That this cafe was 


the effe€t of a morbid poifon, cannot be doubted. 


‘That it was not venereal is evident, from its not 


giving way to mercury, from a part healing while 
the difeafe gained ground in another, and fromthe ~ 
child being fo flightly infeéted. 


Tue cafes related by Mr. Hunter* aré in- 


ftances both of the nipples and mouth being af- 
feted by two f{pecies of morbid poifon, evidently 
diftin&t from each other, and from the venereal. 
Moft of the cafes recovered without mercury ; 
and where that remedy was fuccefsful, it was in 
preparations and dofes that are never found 
equal to the cure of the original venereal ul- 


cer. 


I sHALL now make a few remarks on the tooth 
cafes. That many of thefe were not venereal is 
evident, becaufe they recovered without the ufe 
of mercury. This was the cafe with one in which 


‘a node appeared on the tibia. Meft of thofe 


which yielded to mercury were affeéted by that 
remedy much earlier than the venereal ever is, or, 
what is more to the purpofe, before the confti- 
tution fhowed any fymptoms of mercurial irrita- 
tion. In the fatal cafe the ulcers fpread with a - 


* Sec Treatife on Venereal, p. 386, and feq. 
_ rapidity’ 
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z 
rapidity neyer known in the venereal, a convine= 
ing proof that there was no callous edge or bafe. 


For the fame reafon, as will be hereafter explain- 


ed, the ulcers yielded to a fhort exhibjtion of ca- 
lomel,* part of which, by the manner in which it 


affeéted the bowels, probably efcaped by ftool. 


An accurate examination of all thefe cafes will 
convince the attentive reader that none of them 
were venereal. The five ‘firft in order were of 


the common phagedena. The fixth exaély re- 


fembled that fpecies of ulcer which CGelfus de- 


f{cribes by the glans falling off, after which the 


parts heal by common applications. Of this kind 
I have related three cafes from different authors,f 
and I truft convinced the reader that neither of 
them were venereal. In every one of them 
the floughing of the part produced the cure. In 


_ the prefent inflance we are told, “ about a month 


“after the operation an ulceration of the gums 
‘© took place, which increafed to a very great de- 


« gree, till the edges of the gum floughed off, after 


« which the part healed as faft as any other ulcer. 
4* But, though the gums recovered perfeétly, they 
« remained confiderably fhorter.’’? In the fatal 
eafe related by Sir William Watfon, and referred 


* Medical Tran{aftions, vol. 3, p. 325. Hunter ut fupra. 
: + See page 66. 
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to Lid Mr. Hunter, the original ulcer was fo con= 
-ftantly « attended with pain and fetid aifeh 


arge, and 
extended with fuch rapidity that it was moft pro- 
babliy the fecond {pecies of the phagedena of Cel- 
fus, which fpreads by a fucceflion of lloughs, lie 
the cafe defcribed in page 7o. 


I weep not apprife the reader, that this at- 
tempt at claffing anomalous morbid povfons by the 
local ations they produce, muft be very incom- 
plete. The faéts are few in number, and often 
imperfeétly related. Many of them can only be 


traced in a fingle individual, fo that we are unable. 
to afcertain whether all the appearances are to be 


afcribed to the. peculiarity of the conftitution, or 
the laws of the poifon. Thofe which were com- 


a . e , 
municated are now extin&, and in fuch as were 


treated with mercury we cannot at prefent afcer- 


“ES 
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tain what part of the fymptoms is to be afcribed © 


to the difeafe, and what to the remedy. I truft, 
however, this arrangement, will not be altogether 


ufelefs, and that if it docs not teach us always to. 


afcertain what a difeafe is, we may at leaft learn 
what it 1s not. 


To call a difeafe by the name of that which it 


_ feems moft to refemble, would be at any time un- 


philofophical, and in the prefent ftate of medical 
improvement is, in my opinion, inexcufable, This 
want 


= 
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want of accuracy Has on former occafions, been | 
the caufe ar very ferious evils. When the vene- 
real firft appeared, the phyficians of thofe days 


called it by the names of known difeafes, and at- 


tempted to cure it by remedies efficacious in them. 


- To the unreftrained boldnefs of empirici{m..we 


owe the only remedy we can now rely on. Al- 
moft in our own days we have been witneffes of 
the fatal confequences of confounding the putrid 
fore throat with other difeafes in that part; and as 
foon as the white {peck was found to characterize 
the new complaint, many feemed to forget that be- 
fore its exiftence any white appearance had ever 
been perceived about the throat. By. degrees it 
has been found neceffary to truft no longer to the 


- fight, the moft fallacious of the fenfes; ftill lefs to 


oe 
oe 


the defcriptions of others, always unfatisfactory, and 


at beft depending on the accuracy of the f{peClator, 


both in obferving and relating, as well as on the 


impreffion of mind under which his obfervations 
are made. It has been found neceffary that our 


defcriptions fhould be fo minute as, by fhowing 
-precifely what appearances were prefent, to fhow 
what were not; and to conneét with all this a moft 


exaét detail of every concomitant fymptom, their 


_feries and order. i 
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OF THE FIRST LOCAL ACTIONS IN- 
DUCED BY MORBID POISONS, 


| Gyr us now keep the cafes above feidtba in 
‘view ; and if, at the fame time, we confider the 
natural hiftory of an ulcer, we fhall be able to form 
a juft idea of phagedena, and the other appear- 
ances wé have enumerated in morbid paifons. ‘3 


‘* "Wuen adivifion of any folid part on the fur- 
face of the body takes place, the moft fimple ope- 
ration of nature is to form a kind of fcab over it. 
By this means the whole is defended from the ex- 


ternal air ; 


the blood or other interftitial fluid is 


abforbed, and the fides unite hy contracting clofer 
to each other, or by the appofition of new formed 


fubftance ; 


after which, the fkin recovering its — 


fmoothnefs, the {cab falls off. But the injury may 
be of fuch a nature, or the parts may be kept fo 
Jong divided, as that the edges mutt die for want 
of a due circulation. The neceffary confequence 
of this i is, that before any other procefs can com= 


+ 
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mence, the dead part muft be feparated, which can 


only be effeGted by the found part in contaét with 


it being abforbed. This procefs, attended with 


i purulent difcharge, is called ulceration; and in 
this ftage of a wound nothing can be more true 
than that “a diffolution, or rather diffufion, of 
_ *fome of the folid particles of broken capillary 


“* veffels, and a mixture of fome part of the juices 


£* which fhould” circulate through them, make a 


© neceffary part of the difcharge.”” This will ap- 
_ pear more obvious if we take a view of the con- 


fequence of applying a cauftic. Obferving the 
feparation of the dead from the living part, and 


pus between them, we are apt to confider this ‘ 


pus as a folution of that part of the folid fubftance 
which occupied the {pace of feparation. But no- 


thing can be more inconclufive than fuch reafoning. | 


. For if the dead part is diffolved, why does this 


procefs only take place at the edges? If the liv- 
ing, it muft be the effet of a peculiar organiza- 


tion. But this. only increafes the difficulty, be- 
—caufe the lofs of fubftance is not confined to the 
living part, but is obfervable in the flough, which 
_ is dead and unorganized. We are therefore forced 
to admit an organization that will diffolve flough 


and living cejlular membrane blood-veffels, and 
their contents, into one uniform fluid. But how 


| much more complicated is fuch a procefs, than to 


admit that the loft fubftance, both of the flough 


and 


/ 


“, 
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i hae 


pet “crposaapat we neo 1S ; confiantly going 
on in,every part of the fyftem ; and the fecretion 


of pus continues after the lofs of fubftance ceales, 
and FEST HONE begin to rife. 


Wuen Se dead fubftance i is completely ae 
rated, the fore is in a ftmilar, fituation to the lofs 


_of fubflance from fuppuration in cafes of abfcefs; 


oe 


Sate 
a 


and, if nothing interrupts the healing procefs, we 
may, expect granulations to rife. But this healthy 
operation may be interrupted in a variety of ways. 
The conftitution may be engaged in a difeafed ac- 


tion; in which cafe the ulcer may remain, ftation- 


ary, or fpread according to the nature of the dif- 


eafe. If, from negligence or miftaken cleanlinefs, 


the pus and rudiments of the future granulations 
are wiped off, the furface of the wound will be 
again crude, and dic, from the caufes above-men- 
tioned. Hence abforption and. frefh ulceration 
muft commence. | If the fame treatment is conti- 


-nued, the fame effeéts will follow ; till by degrees 


the ulcerating procefs may. become habitual, and 
{pread fome time after the firft caufe has ceafed. 
Such is ufually the origin of thofe unhappy cafes of 
fore legs, fo common among the poor. But fome-_ 


times, efpecially in older fubjeéts, or where the 


difeafe is feated at a diftance from the fource of 
circulation, an, ulcer will continue almoft ftation- 


* 
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ary for a great length of time. This is another 


refource. of the ceconomy to provide againft the 


_ effeéts of injury or difeafe. _ In thefe cafes, inftead 


of ulceration, a hard, thickened edge is formed 
round thewound, which.muft be abforbed, or re- 


_ moved by art, before any healing procefs will take 


f 


 place.* The operation of cafting off the dead 


edge in one inftance, and abforbing the callofity in 
the fecond, are both attended with purulent dif- 


_ charge, and ufually called digeftion. 


Even when ulceration Hees completed its objea, 
and we might expe@ granulation, and confequent 
cicatrization, thefe procefles may be interrupted. 
If an extraneous body is prefent, which cannot be 
diflodged, as often happens with a piece of dead 


nail, or as was defcribed with the iffue ; inftead of 
_ true granulations, we fhall have a foft, fpongy, 


. * Inverpum vetuftas ulcus occupat induciturque ei cal- 


. lus, & circum ore craffz livent. Poft qua quicquid medi- 
_ camentorum ingeritur parum proficit, quod fere negligenter 


ogee oi, ee eae 


curato vulneri fupervenit. 
| iu | Certs, lib. 5. cap. 37. feet. 516 


THE laft part of this fentence is a very exact and elegant 


-defcription of the caufe of this kind of ulcer. The medi- 


cal reader will not be deceived by the term curato, which, 
relating only to the drefling, with the addition of negligene 


zi. ter, reduces the whole to the caufe I have mentioned 


above, 
ae a 


pallid 


ce 
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pallid fungus, which will not only rife much higher 3 


than the furrounding fkin, but often grow-over it. 


Whilft this continues, nothing like a cicatrix will — 


be formed, though in fome inftances a fort of thin 
caducous fkin will cover the fungus. 


But any one of thefe interruptions may happen ~ 


from the prefence of a poifon,-and that ‘with a 


uniformity which charaéterizes all the operations 


of nature, wherever we can deteét thofe laws: by 
which they are governed. | am 


J HAVE already defcribed ‘ulceration as the — 


means of feparating a dead from a living part. 
The fame may take place from other irritations. 


Preffure ufually produces it. - Suppuration, which — 


is only an internal ulceration, is the means ufed by 


nature to bring any fubftance to the furface. In 


all thefe cafes, a procefs takes place to prevent the 
effufion of the matter, which Mr. Hunter very 
accurately deferibes, and which is one {pecies of 
his adhefive inflammation, forming a thin lamina 
over the whole furface of the abfcefs or ulcer. 
In the cafe of morbid poifon, ulceration feems the 
attempt to feparate the difeafed from the found 
part. . In this, as in all the other cafes, the parts 
are ftimulated beyond a ftate of health, and a de- 
gree of inflammation takes place, partly depending 


on the nature of the ftimulus and partly on the pe- 


cullarity 
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: culiarity of the conftitution. In fome cafes of ex. 


ternal violence, we find the part fo peculiarly af. 


Py RS 


- fe&ted, that without any deftru@ion of veffels, to 
_ prevent a free communication, gangrene takes 
place, and the part is afterwards feparated. In 
_ fome inftances the bare inflammation is fo con- 


fiderable that this confequence follows, though the 


 firft injury was notin itfelf fufficient to produce 


- fuch an effe&t.. The fame happens in morbid poi- 


fons. Mr. Hunter has remarked, that the variolous ; 


; puftule* is always attended with a Slough, which 
-muft be from the peculiarity of the ftimulus. 


The fame happens from the yaws withoutinflam- 


mation in proportion to the effe&t produced. Of 
this kind too were the cafest defcribed by Turner, 
by Mr. French, and in the Edinburgh Medical 


_Effays, and alfo of the Weft Indian whofe gum 
ulcerated and floughed from a tranfplanted tooth. 
In thefe cafes as foon as flough commenced the 


firft ulceration ceafed, and when the flough caft off 


cicatrization immediately followed. Under fuch 
circumftances it is not ealy to lend nie whether: 
the ceffation of the difeafe arifes from the confti- 
tution being no longer fufceptible of the irritation 


of the poifon, or from the flough extending be- 


yond the contaminated part. Certain it is, how- 
: | : 


* Philofophical Piatti vol, 72. 


+ See pages 66 and 85. ; 
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ever, that where the flough < fmaller the cure déa 


pends on the fufceptibility of the conftitution to 
the poifon. Inthe {mall pox though the flough 


is inconfiderable, the cure follows, becaufe the 


conftitution is no longer fufceptible ‘of the va- 
riolous irritation. The fame happens in yaws. 


- But if the conftitution remains fufceptible of the 
virus, and the flough be at the fame time inconfi-' 


derable, we may expeét that during its feparation 
the found part will be irritated by the difeafed pus, 
and that the fame confequences will follow as from 
its firft application. Hence, as Celfus obferves, 
we {hall find -blacknefs or flough fpread without 
our being aware of it, and alternate floughing and 
ulceration will follow each other. This difeafed 


/ ation I fhall take the liberty of calling, till nofo- 


logifts invent a better term, the Sloughing sting?” 


dena, or Nigrities or of Celfus. 


a 


In fome other morbid poifons which ufually 
produce only vefication or ulceration, a peculia- 


rity of conftitution will induce flough. This 


fometimes, though rarely, occurs in a few early 
puftules of chicken pox; it more frequently takes 


\ place in the firft appearance of chancre. In 


the latter the flough is generally finall, and when 


caft off infetts the bafe from which it is feparated. | 


But the law of the poifon being to induce ulcera- 


tion, the difeafe afterwards {preads by that procefs, 


the | 
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the firft floughing ‘on arifing from a peculiarity — 


in the €onftitution, which was more than ufually 
irritated by the new ftimulus. 


im A MORE common WP ixnp'e effet of morbid 


poifon is, to produce ulceration, in order to fepa~ 
rate the difeafed from the found part. But if the 
pus fecreted in the attempt partakes of the fame 
property that firft occafioned the ulceration, the 
caufe fill continuing, the effect will continue alfo, 


ws . . . , on: j 
as long as the conftitution remains fufceptible of 


the difeafe, or till the nature of the pus is altered. 
Tf this laft is within the power of the conftitution, 
fhe will continue the attempt; and the only doubt 
will be, whether, before the nature of the pus is 


altered, fo much mifchief will be done as the con- 
-ftitution muft fink under. It is not, however, 


fecreted pus partaking of the property that firft 


always neceflary that the ulceration fhould be con- 
tinued by the prefence of a poifon, or by the 


eccafioned the difeafe. We fhall hereafter find 


that, like other difeafes, it may, when continued 


for a certain time, be kept up by habit.* /In this 


_ This paper is written by Dr, Fordyce, and contains many“ 


* 


* Sez the fark paper of the tranfations of a fociety for 
the improvement of medical and chirurgical knowledge. 


“ingenious illuftrations of conftitutional difeafes, kept up by 
_ Babit, after the caufe that produced them has ceafed. 
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cafe we may expe& to fee ulceration extending in 


one direftion and a healing. procefs in another. 


But this will be beft illuftrated when we’come to 


confider mercury as a remedy. 


As long, however, as the conflitution retains its 


fufceptibility, and the pus the property of the poi- 
fon, the irritating caufe will be conftantly prefent, 
and ulceration or abforption, with purulent dif- 
charge, will continue without interruption, and with 
fuch rapidity often as to prevent the formation of 


the adhefive lamina, or to abforb it as faft as it is 


formed. Hence we have the true Phagedanic 
Ulcer. : , 


Bur if the poifon is fuch that the powers of the 
conftitution are unable to refift, or if no healthy 
aftion of the veffels can alter the nature of the 
pus, the attempt at healing being given up, we 
may expect avhard thickened edge and bafe to be 


formed fimilar to what we obferved of thofe ulcers, 


the healing procefs of which is fufpended from be- 


ing frequently interrupted. Butifthe conftitution — 


‘is not only unequal to the cure of fuch an ulcer, 
but remains for ever fufceptible of the irritation 
of its pus, we may expeét a hardened edge and bafe 
from the firft caufe and a continuance of ulceration 


* See pages 90 and 91. 
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from the fecond ; hence the edge. will be ab- 
forbed, and a new one formed. Of this kind are 
‘the cancer and the venereal. ‘I'he flow progrefs» 
of the former is fach that the callous edge is long 
in forming,. and when formed increafes in an irre- 
_ gular manner, from ulceration and callofity pro- 
ceeding at the fame time in different parts of the 
cancer. . Hence the ulcer by. degrees affumes a 
rough, irregular appearance, In the venereal the 
_ progrefs is quicker, the callous edge and bafe are 
_ formed with more regularity ; for the fame reafon 
they are as quickly ulcerated, and new ones formed, 
But though the progrefs of ulceration is quicker, 
and confequently more regular than in the cancer, 
it is much retarded by the thickened edge and ba- 
fis which diftinguifh it from the phagedzenic. ulcer. 


~<a ww. _ 


Ir this diflinGion of the local aGions induced 
by morbid poifons be-admitted, it will refolve it- 
felf into the following divifion; — % 


Stoves, with confequent fungus and fcab, 
as in yaws. 
2, —————, with fuppuration and {cab, as in 
{mall-pox. | | 


3. ——_—-——, preceded by ulcer, and when 
‘feparated followed by immedi- 
fist | ate 


eer 
¥ 


vate’ lables in feveral 
_ lo pte ua er 
with ulcerati 

ceffion, 1S 1. 

ee MF 


~~ 


$ 


oue of the varieties have taiay nee 


ticed, and others will occur in | their ae wi 
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POF THE MODE’ OF ‘CURE, ORIGINAL 
AND REMEDIAL, AND OF THE DIF- 
FERENCE BETWEEN PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY LOCAL ACTIONS, 


EN "4 FE have hitherto confidered the a&ion 
induced by the ftimulus of morbid poifons 
only as it contributes to keep up the difeafe ; and 

traced, I truft, fatisfaGtorily, the analogy between 
thefe and other fiimuli. We are now to detect 
the procefs by which the parts are reftored, either 
_ by the original. powers of the conftitution, or when 
: affifted by a remedy. 


| 


ANp here we fhall find a fet of laws, which, if 
not peculiar to thefe fubftances, are at leaft not to 
be traced with the fame uniformity in any other. 
IT need not repeat that what has hitherto been de- 
{cribed as the procefs of digeftion in common 
fores, whether it be the feparation of a dead part, 
or the recommencement of a€tion on an old ulcer 
with callous edges, is only preparatory to granu- 
lation, by which the loft fubftance is relftored. 
It is well known, that when the granulating procefs 
is completed, inftead of the whole being covered 
/ with a new {kin, the furface of the wound is con- 
| H a tracted $ 


ete a oat 
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tra€ted ; fo that, the furrounding {kin is gradually 
{tretched over part of it, by which means we have 
ufually a cicatrix, inconfiderable, when compared 
with the original ulcer. . Thefe proceffes, with the 
variations from them, and the caufes of thofe vas 
riations, are very minutely defcribed by Mr. : 
Hunter, to whom I muft refer all thofe who with 
for information in this moft important branch of 
‘Phyfiology. My bufinefs is only to trace the 
deviation from thefe laws, when the difeafe arifes 
from ithe ftimulus of a morbid poifon. Even in q 
thefe there at firft fight appears a variety ; but a 

clofer obfervation will convince us, that thefe 
varieties are reduceable to laws, with an unizis 
formity that is truly flriking.. ch 


Wuen alofs of fubftance is induced by tol 4 
ftimulus of ‘a morbid poifen) whether from flough _ 
or ulceration, as foon as the difeafed a@tion ceafes, ; a 
inftead of granulations rifing, to fill up the cavity, — 
we find ‘it frft {kinned over, and, if the loft fub- 
flance is reftored, it is by a fubfequent ena ie 
under the fkin. In cafes of common ulcer or 
abfcefs, we have found nature, as it were, aca 
of fkin,* while in the prefent fhe feems prodigal — 


‘ of | 
* J ulethis word for want of another, toexprefs the com- 
mon covering, though it is probable the cuticle only is re- 
~wed. Therry — » oem). 1s fair! (evplicable to this prom 


- 


we 


ee No KBoner does the ftimulus of wopeo..k 
is obferved of the puftules about the face in the 
-fmall- -pox. Such is the cafe in chancres, where the 
ulceration has acquired any depth, and we have 
traced it in all the anomalous morbid poifons. 
- Turner tells us, that the ftump of a penis was all 
; that remained after the cure of the flough, the hif- 
g tory of which he relates. The loft fubftance was 
fi never renewed in the cafe related by Mr. French.* 
’ In the floughing phagedzena defcribed above, no 
oe of the prepuce was ever reftored by granu- 
lation; butin all thefe cafes the whole {kinned 
over, without that previous procefs. 


to confift of nothing more than the cuticle, is 
a : : ~ 

derived from the furrounding fibres or veffels of 
that membrane, which I have before obferved does 


not appear fufceptible of the influence of morbid 


ae ; and if fo, it is certainly a moft important 


a 


a / | 
BD ccis: In the {mall-pox it is renewed in fuch profufion, as 


to {cale and even fometimes peel off more than once before 
the furface recovers its original {moothnefs. ; 

Re * For this picce of information I am indebted to Mr, 
: Simpfon, of New North-ftreet, fucceffor to Mr. French, and 
his aififtant at ae time the cafe occurred, 


H 3 /  provifion 


ceafe, than every cavity is inftantly lined, like what j. 


Ir is probable that this fkinning, which feems 


* RR RAR nip FCO) a eae : 
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enlarge on this fubjeét, I fhall at prefent only rea 


in pani ame 


} floughinels remaining about the fore, or by the ap- x 


the prepuce, an attempt at granulating will com-_ 


provifion of nature in the cure of ulcers or abfce & Ay 
fes, arifing from the ftimulus of thofe fubftances 
This will appear the more obvioufly when. we at 
fle&t, that as often as the granulating procefs i: " 
attempted on thefe furfaces, it is invariably unfuc-_— 
cefsful. As we fhall hereafter have occafion to 


mark, that in the primary venereal ulcer or chan- 
cre, if nothing interrupts the healing procefs after 
the aGtion from the virus has ce nay and the fur- 5 
face is become clean and florid, the whole is fkine 

ned over with a rapidity greatly exceeding that of 
a common fore of equal magnitude. | Such is the — 
procefs on the glans. In the prepuce’ the fides 

the ulcer contra& together fo quickly and firmly 
as often to impede the future denudation. of th 2 
glans: But if this procefs is interrupted, by a 4 
plication of fuch dreffings as prevent the cuticle — 
from: extending over the glans, or contraéting 1 in 


mence, but thé granulations will be always fome “j 
way fo ill- conditioned as to render cicatrization 
“eaten tedious. i Te) 

Ir may be urged thatin the genitals, this pecu- 
larity arifes from the {ftruiure of the parts. But 
in the cafe recorded | in the Edinburgh Medical ERS 
tay for which an amputation of the penis was 


performed, 


a 


ee 


od 


ed 


- MORBID POISONS, 103 


_ performed,. probably above where the influence of 
the poifon had extended, granulations rofe fo ra- 
Ks pidly that the furgeon treated them as fungus till 


_ the pain his efcarotic applications produced oblig- 


ed him to defift. After which, the glans was 
in a certain degree ‘‘ regenerated.’’* Nor is the 
_ fat itfelf confined to the genitals. The women 
_ whofe cafes are defcribed with accuracy as fuffer- 
ing by phagedenic ulcers from morbid poifons 
applied to the papilla experienced the fame fate, 
In moft of thofe related by Mr, Hunter the whole 
or part of the nipple was loft. I have obferved 
the fame of the woman in St. Bartholomew’s ; a 
confiderable part of whofe breaft was healed with- 
out granulation, and the fame may be remarked in 
fome of the tooth cafes. | 


Strikine as this uniformity may appear in 
all primary affections from morbid poifons, where 
‘Jofs of fubftance is induced, it is not lefs remark-. 
able than the regularity with which granulation 
takes place inalltheirfecondary or conititutional ul- ‘ 
cers. Thisis always the cafein the venereal. It 


__ was the cafe in the floughing phagedena; in the 


- cafe related by Mr. French, and may be eafily 

traced in all the morbid poifons of whofe feconda- 

* The hiftory of a cafe contained in Appendix, No, I, will 
further illuftrate this. : 


H 4 ry 
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: ery fymptoms we have.any correet. hiftory. ‘As thts + 


. difference muft convince us that the poifon under- 

\ goes an alteration in the circulation, ‘it might have 4 

led us to doubt whether the pus fecreted in the — ‘ 
fecondary ulcers was infe@tious like that of the 
primary ones. Mr. Hunter has reduced this to ex-_ ‘ 
oS . periment in the venereal, ard fhown that the pot ' 
\ \ fon in the courfe of the circulation lofes its in-- 
Ache .  fe€tious property. . Leaving this to ref on the au- & 
thority of thofe who wavered ihe faa,“* Seinoous 

thing of the kind has been attempted in the anoma- a , 


ae ead poifons, 1 can’ only remark’ thofe differences a 
a between their primary and fecondary fymptoms 
which might lead us to form a fimilar conclo- — a 


fion. oa 


Ae \, Tire moft obvious is the different appearance _ 
and progrefs of the fymptoms. Where the law of 

o the poifon is to induce flough on the part to which — 
it is firft applied, we ‘find nothing bi uldehacial 4 
follow the fecondary or conftitutional fymptoms 
from abforption, and where the primary fymptoms a 
have been phagedana, the fecondary have ufually 4 f: 
been blotches flowly ulcerating if at all. The ~ 
fmall-pox is an exception to this rule, producing . q 


\ flough not only in the part inoculated but in every — 
eonfequent puftule, and ‘here we find the primary 
: ne t wa , ' we 2 ri ia 


* See Appendix, No. II. 
and 
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é f1 
Fond conftitutional ulcers or’abfeefles equally infei- 
ous. In the chancre we remarked that notwith- 
_ftanding the callous edge and bafis the ulcerating 
“procefs is ftill continued by the pus retaining its 
virulent or irritating quality. If, therefore, the pus 
‘ of the fecondary ulcers be no longer infe€tious, we 
might expeé ulceration would be proportionably 
flower, and fuch we aétually find it: So flow in- 
deed, that inftead of an open ulcer, we have for a 
_very confiderable time only a difcoloration of the 
_fkin under the cuticle, and when that at laft breaks, 
the pus fecreted that the whole ufually hardens into 
_a kind of fcab, and this often continues for a length 
_ of time that would be fufficient for the deftru€tion 
of the glans penis by a chancre. If it be admitted 
» too, that after the venereal has been cured in the 
{kin it never returns to that part from the fame 
- ftock of infe&tion, this is at leaft a prefumptive ar- 
_ gument that. matter from thefe puftules is not in- 


feGiious; becaufe, as it is well known that the > 


-conftitution remains for ever fufceptible of the ve- 
_nereal poifon, the abforption of this pus might 


- fometimes reproduce the difeafe. And this is fur- 


ther illuftrated by what we fee a@tually take piace 
in fome other poifons, whofe fecondary ulcers, 
from fpreading with greater rapidity, may be fup- 
 pofed to fecrete inteétious pus. In fome of thefe 
we fee the difeafe a fecond time in the fkin, 
though 


fo little is the lofs of fubftance and fo fparingly is 


‘= 
> 
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sheep under a different appearance, that i is, with 
lotches that continue longer without vcore 
“ aia heal more readily, either {pontaneoufly or by — 
: the exhibition of a remedy, than the fecondary — 4 
| ulcers did. Mr. Hunter mentions two inflances of 
this kind.* The floughing Phagedeena . (of page — 
7a) was of this kind, and a brief recapitulation — 
of the hiftory of that cafe may ferve to illuftrate all — 
the various appearances and progrefs of many of 
- thefe poitens 


ae: 
YS) a 
tr aet 


THE difeale feems to have been inoculated firft, M 
| by continuing an habitualconne€tion after the {kin of . 
: the prepuce was broken. The confequence was an 
4 : | - uleer, always exafperated by mercury, and whieh 4 
: when left to itfelf fpread by a fucceffion of floughs. | 1 
m It ftopt {pontaneoufly when it had extended over | 

. all the part fimilarly ftru@ured and organized with — 
that on which it began, viz. the prepuce. This 

iS analagous to what has been often obferved ofthe 

glans penis and papilia.—lt healed without: gras 

pulations. 

Tue fecondary fymptoms were blotches, which | 
very foon became ulcers, purely phagedznic, or : 
~ fpreading entirely as fuch. In this they fifered 
from the firft, no lefs than in their yielding yen 


a eae on the V encreal, pages 389 and 308,001 a 
early 4 


et 
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{ “early to. ‘mercury, and healing by granulation. 
— When this remedy was refumed, on account of 
ee of the ulcers throwing up {pongy granulations, 
all the remaining fymptoms foon difappeared ; but 
it was thought neceflary, to pufh the mercury 
farther, i in order to eradicate the latent virus. The 
-falivation was raifed fo high, that the patient {pat 
near three pints in twenty-four hours, and the fmell 
from him was fo intolerably offenfive to himfelf and 
all about him that it was neceffary to change the 
room feveral times a-day. All the other fymptoms 
of mercurial irritation were in proportion. 
_. Bur foon after he had recovered from this fevere 
- difcipline, blotches appeared on his face, which had 
_ hitherto efcaped the difeafe. They remained ftati- 
onary much longer than the former ones, and gave 
_ way very early to mercury without ever ulcerating. 


4 Here were three {tages of the difeafe. The 
_ firft, on the part infeéted, which refifted the ufe of 
_ mercury, and might be faid to heal {pontaneoully, 
and without granulation. 

' Tue fecond were blotches, foon becoming 
phagedanic ulcers, which, though not prevented 
by a full courfe of mercury unfucceisfully ‘given 
to cure the firft; yielded after their appearance, 
very early to that ape and healed ve granu- 
eee: 


“THE 


a 


ey tc vos VAT. AIS 


Ta third, »—blotches, which, sia not The. fi ) 
vented bya ftill more violent courfe, yet after thee 
| once ‘appeared, cipal! gave bite toa meets texhi- | 
bition of peng . % 


dain.0 M which it Bile. Firft, that a difeafe ariting 
a, a morbid poifon, may, in three flages, fhow | 
itfelfi in AEF different forms. Sipe 


cures the difesate in thefe two £4 rms. will prey 
its pene in oo | 3 3 


Me 


Burt except in shel venereal, which we fhall heres : 
after confider by itfelf, we haye not a fufficient ; 
number of facts to ground any other reafoning up- 
: on, than, that all primary ulcers from morbid | 
: | \ poifons, heal without granulation, and where the 

fecondary ulcers are different in their appearance, . 

they heal by granulation, Let us now trace hee 


* Tuar this account may be as little incumbered. as pof- . 
ible, I omit the bones, the progrefs of which cannot be 
traced with the fame accuracy. The mof remarkable cir- | 
cumftance attending them is, that the firft {welling yield-_ 
ed to very little mercury. , That a complete exhibition of it | 
did not prevent a return of the fwelling, and laftly, | when 

2 returned, it was foon relieved by the fame remedy, 
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"Or this kind is the eae -pox, ae srahalily 


” yaws, if that difeafe fhould ever be. ino- 
‘d culated. Till this is the cafe, we mult confine 
- our ‘remarks to the {mall-pox.;, The puftules ; of 
this difeafe are equally infe&lious, whether pri- 
. mary or fecondary. They are’ all of them dif- 
4 tinguifhed by a flough, and no way differ from 
each other, but by a higher degree of inflammation, 
~ which though conftantly obfervable in the primary 
_ puftules, is not’entirely confined to them: Onthis 


fingle circumftance. of the degree of intlamma- 
tion depends the confequent pitting. It is well 


‘known, that all inflammations, whether they ter- 


minate in fuppuration or flough, run through thefe 
ftages as well as granulate and cicatrize, with a 


rapidity in’ proportion to the violence of the firft 


fymptoms. With the famc regularity in this difeafe, 


af the inflammation is confiderable, all the ftage: 


of floughing, feparation of the flough and fkinning 
are quickly run through. Hence the law that dif- 
tinguifhes morbid poifons is preferved, *the part 


is fkinned over without previous granulation, and 
the concavity or pitting remains. But where the 


inflammation is flighte , ‘he flough not being caft 


off fo early, the healing procefs, which in this 


_inftlance would be fkinning, cannot commence 


T 
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The confequence is, that the puftule approaches nears 
er to a common ulcer, and from the prefence of the | 
{lough, as an extrancous fubftance, a fungus rifes up, 
' which with the remaining pts, flough and cuticles — 
hardens into afcab. If this refts long enough, the : 
influence of the poifon will fo entirely ceafe, be- 
fore the healing procefs is completed, that the loft — 
fubftance will be renewed, as after any other abf © 
cefs. Hence it is, that in the cafual {mall-pox, we 
have ufually pits only in the face, or where the in. 
flammation is moft confiderable. | In.the inocu- — 
Jated, we have invariably a cicatrix in the arm, and 
if ‘the’inflammation is: confiderable in that part, _ 
rarely any pits in the face, and never, excepting 
in puftules, which fhow high inflammation. It is — 
not a little curious to trace the gradations of thefe 
appearances, Where the difeafe has been conflu- _ 
ent we obferve fearns. Where it has been diftin@ _ 
‘and the inflammation rapid, we fee the corruga- 
tion of the pits exatily refembling the fhrivelling 
which the flough affumes, as it begins to be fepa- _ 
rated round its circumference. If the feparation © 
on the fide has preceded that at the centre long 
enough to produce a beginning fungus from the 
prefence of the flough, as an extraneous body, and — 
at this period, the centre fhould be fuddenly de- — 
tached, cither by force or the rapid progrefs of all — 
the changes, the confequence is, that the whole © 
is {kinned over, and the lateral fungus is éither — 
| abforbed, — 


: 


ae 
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. “abfotbed, while healthy granulations hepely its 

- place ; or is rendered firm by granulations filling 
_up its cellular interftices. All this 1s performed 
pecs the fcab, and when completed, we find a 
{mall fmooth pit on the fpot where a large puftule 
f maturated. This is the {pecies of puftules, remark 
ed by Sydenham of the regular fmall-pox, which ap- 
peared for fix months of a period he traces with his 
-ufual exaétnefs. “The puftules of theface are fuc- 
-§ ceeded,” fayshe, “ by a fcurf or branny {cales, 
and thofe fometimes by pits or pock marks; for 
when the puftules fall off, the fkin looks fmooth; 
** but thefe fcales coming on and falling off alter- 

‘* nately do at length make thofe pits that frequent 
“ly continue vifible long after the recovery of the 
_* natient in this difeafe, though the diftin@ fmail- 
“pox very rarely leaves any marks behind it.’’* 
This phenomenon, fo accurately traced by Syden- 


a Fn, 


ham, arifes from the bottom of the foveolus being 
fkinned over, while its furface is crude, and while 
the fungus of the fides is covered only by the thin 
fkin mentioned in page g2.t The confequence of 
this interruption to {kinning the fides feems a per- 
-petual attempt at accomplifhing it, which produces 
the fucceffion of branny fcales, probably cutice- 
et proceffes, that could not pafs unncticed by 

one who fuffered nothing to efcape him. It very 
commonly occurs after inoculation, where the erup-= 


£ 
* 
¥ 


Ny * Swan’s Sydenham, page 98. 

z + See alfo note in pages 200 and ior, 
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: had the {mall-pox. hy 5 aq 


\ 


of the poifon difcovers itfelf. The charaGer of: 


a 


a 


by the novelty of the ftimulus, feem to depend all 
the advantages of inoculation. We have alrea- i. 


early fymptoms will fometimes be flough, though — 


fooner have the conftitution or parts recovered — 


tules; or as Mr. Hunter would call it, ad. | 


efpecially i in irritable habits, that it degenerates in= 4 
to the eryfipelatous, and {preads like it. The dif 4 


-flammation, and though the difpofition to fpread 
has fubfided, the parts have not recovered that per- 
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tion sae been confiderable, fo that I have frequent 
ly been able to diftinguifh by the pits, efpecially _ 


if numerous, the manner in which an individual — 


_ On the fingle bay ato of the highend de 
gree of inflammation, attending parts firft irritated — 


dy feen in the chicken-pox and venereal, the | 
contrary to the law of the poifon. But no ; 
from the firft fhock, than the true charafter 
the fmall-pox is flough, with circumf{cribed putas 
hefive inflammation. But fometimes {6 violent is. ’ 


the inflammation, confequent on the firft fhock, — 


eafe, however, foon recovers its charaéter, the fub- , 
fequent puftules are propérly circumfcribed, and — 
thofe in the face, which at firlt fhowed a dita 
pofition to {pread, remain flationary, But the» 
mifchief is not over, innumerable floughs are to be 
feparated, which cannot be done without frefh in-— 


sae! 


" “aly healthy action that, diltinguifhes, the true ad-) 


hefive inflammation. _ Hence it. is. obferved in 


ei gonfluent cafes, the puftules of the face,do not 


srife with the convex figure which marks that com- 
plete. circumfcription, fo diflinguifhable in) other | 


parts!of the body. On the number and condition 
of thofe on the facé depends the violence. of the 
fecondary fever.* , This fymptomatic )fever,runs 
proportionably high, therefore, according to. the 
number and condition of the early puftules. 


val awa ohis 4 4i3 P l 


Hence it appears, that if wei could introduce 


the poifon in fuch a manner, that the firft a&tion it 


produces fhall be confined to a fmaller {pot, we — 
fhould have little to apprehend from the fubfequent 


-® See Sydenhain on the {mall-pox. The reader will per- 


- ceive, that the refpect I bear to fuch names as Sydenham 


i 


7 


re 


¥ 


‘ic 


eh 


and Hunter have induced me’ to ufe the word fecondary in 
this chapter in two different fenfes. Every one knows 
that Sydenham ules it to exprefs the fever at the turn of the 
fmall-pox.—Hunter, to diftinguifh the local ulcer or puftule 
on the part to which a morbid poifonis firft applied, which 
he calls primary, from thofe which are the effett of abforption, 
which he calls fecondary or conftitutional ulcers. Asin the 


natural {mall-pox (the only one Sydenham | was acquainted | 


with) we can have no diftin@ion of primary and fecondary, 
but only- early and fubfequent puftules, and in the inocu- 
—Yated we have ufually no: fecondary fever, there can be no 
danger of confounding the terms ; and perhaps this apology 
was unneceilary. é 
Ge I {timulus. 
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ftimulus,. And fuch is a€tually the cafe. For _ 


though the inoculated part frequently fhows every 


fymptom of confluence, yet being {mall compared’ 
with the face on which the cafual firft fixes itfelf, + 


the fubfequent or fecondary fever is hardly obferv- 
able. If this reafoning be admitted, it will not 
only fhow why the difeafe is fo gencrally milder, 
but account for the occafional deviaticns from that 


rule ; efpecially as Baron Dimfdale and others have 


remarked, that in proportion as the inflammation 
in the arm is confiderable, the fubfequent fymp- 
toms are generally milder. 


Tuts reafonifig may be extended to the foetus, — 


The fuperior danger attending puftules in the face, 
as remarked by Sydenham, and as comes within 
every one’s obfervation, can only arife from the 
higher inflammation attendmg them as early puf- 
tules; and this danger in inoculation is teflened by 
the number of early, or, as they may here be called, 
primary puftules being leflened. Whatever the 
reafon of the difeafe in the cafual way appearing fir 
in the face is, I pretend not to determine; butit 


is probably fome peculiarity which cannot exift im 


the fcetal flate, Accordingly we find, in all the 


\, accounts we have of children born with the fmall. 


pox on them, that the maturation has been equally 
forward in every part of the body. Mr. Hunter 


obferves of the one he examined, that the puftules, 


though 


! 
;: 
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‘though numerous, were more generally diftia@ in 
the face than any other part. Dr. Pearfon tells” 
me the ftate of maturation appeared fimilar in 
i every part of the factus he examined. Such was 
the flate of foetus in the Small-pox Hofpital. By 
which it appears, that, all the puftules being coe- 
val, the fhock of primary or early ones is extended 
over the whole body: and this circumftance may 
with propriety be added to thofe remarked by Dr. 
_ Pcarfon * as accounting for the general fatality at- 
_ tending the difeafe at that age. This is confirmed 
| by Mr. Lynn’s valuable cafe.t The child lived five 
days, during which time it was free from all thofe 
inconveniences defcribed by Dr. Péarfon as attend- 
ant on the foetal flate. Notwithftanding which the 
fecondary fever proved fatal.. Though the puftules 
were all diftinét, they were probably attended with 
higher inflammation from the caufe above affigned ; 
and though difperfed over the whole body, from 
being all of them early pultulés, they were likely 
to produce fimilar confequences as if the fame 
number had fixed on the face. 


Se) ee eee ee er 


° 


THERE appears a remarkable fimilarity between 
finall-pox and the yaws; which, excepting the 
ipecific nature of the refpective poifons, feem to /# 
differ only in the flow progrefs of the latter. The 
conflitution is fulceptible of each only once dur- 
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* Ina paper read before the Royal Society. + Vbid. 
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ing life. Each begins with a pimple. The law 
of each isto induce flough, and each has its period — 4 
and decline, the powers of the conftitution being 
in each equal to their cure. The fmall-pox, from 
the inflammation being confiderable, differs from . 
yaws in throwing out lymph, which from the ab- 
forption or evaporation of the thinner particles, 
thickens into a fluid refembling pus.* But when 
Pony the inflammation is very confiderable, the pim- 
m4 ples are often unattended with any fluid, exhibit- 
ing a horny appearance, and going off with a {cab 
like the yaws, without fhowing any figns of fup- 
puration or leaving any pits. In the yaws the in- 
flammation is fcarcely perceivable, and the procefs 
proportionably flow, the cuticle is, therefore, fepa- 
rated as foon as the progrefs of the difeafe. has ar- 
rived at the ftage of floughing. After this the 
ie fungus fhoots, and by degrees hardens into a fcab, 
| under which the feparation of the fordes or flough 
and confequent granulation take place. A 


WuENEVER a part which was the feat ofa poi- 
fon throws up this fungus, the attempt of feparating 


* Tus is further affifted by the pus fecreted in the fepa- ; 
ration of the flough, and to this mixture is probably to be ; 
j attributed the well-known circumitance, that pus taken late 


from a puftule is lefs irritating or certain to fucceed in ino- 


culation than when in a cruder ftate. To this alfo may We a 


not afcribe fome anomalous appearance which fometimes a 
follow inoculation ie the {mall-pox ?P 


the 
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the difeafed from the found part by ulceration has 
ceafed, and the parts are prevented from fkinning 
by a flough a&ting as an extraneous body, or by 
the fore fill retaining a morbid difpofition. The 
_ yaws is fo evident an inftance of the firft, that 
when all the fores are fungated, the difeafe‘is under- 
{tood to have completed its progrefs. The fame, 
by clofe attention, may be obferved of the fmall- 
pox, and we have traced it in the fecondary 
ulcers of a floughing phagedena. What the ftate 
of fivvens is when the fungus fhoots we have yet 
to learn—that of cancer will be confidered in its 


_ order, 


~ 


In the f{mall-pox then, and probably all other 
morbid poifons, whofe primary and fecondary lo- 
cal actions are fimilar, and the law of which is to 


induce flough ; the progrefs of both ftages is 


First, floughing and ulceration, in order to 
feparate the flough. 


__ Seconpty, fkinning over the partthat has fuf- 
' tained the lofs of fubftance, omif this is prevented 
"by fome of the flough remaining or any other im- 
pediment, | 

Pao. to generate a fungus which is for 
_ the moft part a prelude to healthy granulations. 
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.and the healing wees commence. If mercury — 


‘Hiruerro we have only confidered the lavis 
by which the parts injured are healed or reftored, — a 
our next bufinefs is to trace the operation of 
remedies, where the original powers of the on 
tution are unequal to the cure, or where the ei 
grefs of the difeafe may be fhortened, Letus at- 
tend to the ations induced by a 


M Bers Ys 


Ix warm climates or in the warm air of a hota 
' pital we fee the effeéls of this mineral moft be 
oully. If exhibited to a conftitution while there + 
is a crude wound we find it acting as a poifon, 
that 1s, producing ulceration beyond what is ne- — 
ceflary for diflodging the dead edges of a cut. - age | 
difcontinued as foon as this effe@t is perceived, as — 
the ulceration cannot, like thofe from morbid poi- : 
fons, produce a pus irritating like the fubftance — 
which firft occafioned it ; the ulceration will cal 


is perfevered in, the conftitution will be proporti-_ “ 
onally long before it recovers from its irritation, — 4 
and there will not only be danger of the ulceration | 
continuing fromthe prefent irritation, but of its be- q 
ing kept up’ by habit after the mercurial Tritataae 
is over, Mae aie 
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Iw this inftance we have fuppofed mercury ex-: 
hibited before any healing a€tion has taken place 


on the wound, that is, where no fuppuration has 
commenced, nor of courfe any adhefive inflam- 
Mation to prevent the effufion of pus. The ope- 
ration of the poifon then being unreftrained will be 


equally fudden and certain, but temporary if mia. 


naged with addrefs. . We may therefore in fome 


-inflances expe&t, where a morbid poifon keeps up 


phagedzena by the pus producing a fimilar irritati- 


_on to the one which firft caufed the ulcer, that by 


inducing the mercurial irritation we may fuperfede 


the former by a phagedzena which will not be. 


permanent. In this cafe the only difficulty will be 
to determine when we have fuperfeded the firft, be- 
caufe by continuing the latter too long we run the 
danger of producing a fecond and often more 
dangerous difeafe, inafmuch as we have no longer 


the benefit of our remedy. But even this danger 


may for the moft part by accurate attention be pre- 
vented. For certain it is, and for reafons which 
will prefently appear, that in moft inftances before 
the phagedzenic aétion from mercury is extended to 


the found part we find the fufpenfion of the action \, 
of the firft poifon produces a healing difpofition. 


This is more obvious in the venereal, whofe cal- 
lous edge and bafis we fee difappear as the mer- 
cury ‘produces its new a€tion, and often cicatriza- 
tion or rather fkinning inftantly follow. 

I 4 _ WHEN 


Hi? 
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Wu en fungufes arife where a morbid ee. 1 
has produced a lofs of fubftance by ulceration, ; » a 
in fivvens, or by flough, as in yaws, we may afcer- 
| \, tain that the poifon no longer excites. its fpecific iy 
adtion, but that the furface remains difeafed. ‘nae 
, this cafe mercury feems of all others the moft ‘ob Be 
vious remedy. By its property of inducing phi a 
gedena we may expeét the furface of the former 
ulcer, which is now the bafis of ne fungus, | to be 
| abforbed, after which there -will be nothing | to 
< e prevent the healing procefs commencing. This” 
; being the only objeé, we need not excite that i (trig 
ritation which is neceflary i in the venereal, Bie 

- the influence. of a poifon induces ulceration, ¢ cal- 


Ma a lofity, and probab oly difeafe, beyond the furface of | 
a ae the ulcer. Inftead, therefore, of mercury in a 


{tance which produces a flower but more lafting 
effeét, fome of the mercurial falts which act. more 
: fuddenly and lefs permanently, may beft anfwer our 
purpole. In this way it may be fafer to treat all 
phagedzenic ulcers without a callous edge and’ ba- if 
t oy fis, whether arifing from the immediate attion ‘of e 
a morbid poifon, or from habit after the influence ee 
of the poifon has ceafed. It may happen indeed, 
| that the poifon may be of fuch a nature as that the 
i % ‘conftitution fhall be more fulceptibl SHOT ars, ‘inflae 2 : 


re 


a ence than of the mercurial. If fo, the aélion of ge a 
me | firft may not only remain, but be much increafed 
from the known precy of mercury to induce ab a 


forption, . 
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fosption.” Butwhere the contrary is the cafe, a 
‘cure may be alwaysiexpeéted from mercury induc- 
ing a new atiion, which, however, fhould be done 
“with caution, where a difpofition to phagedaena 


exifls, It will, therefore, be better to difconti- | 


yous the remedy as foon as we perceive the firlt 
” 

. to return to it if neceilary. In this manner we may 
| expect by degrees to fuperfede the ation of a poi- 


fon, the influence of which, from the rapidity 


-tymptoms of mercurial irritation, and aftera time 


with which ulceration {preads, is not likely to ex- 
‘tend much beyond the edges of the ulcer, or if 
the difeafe is only kept up by habit, we may by of- 


ten exciting a new ftimulus, without extending it , 


too far, frequently interrupt and gradually deftroy 
the habit. 


_ Even if the poifon be fuch as the conftitution 
is more fufceptible of than of the mercurial, the no- 
velty of the latter may excite at firft an aétion con- 
trary to that which has been produced by a ftimu- 
lus, to which the part has long been familiarized. 
But here, as in the former cafe, we fhould be 


foon as the flimulus of mercury ceafes to be new, 
we fhall lofe all the advantages of it. We fhould, 
‘therefore, be attentive to {top as foon as we are 
convinced. by any change in the ulcer, that the 
af mercury has begun to excite a frefh attion, and 
, | not 


careful not to pufh our remedy too far, becaufe as , 


Ad 
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hot return to the remedy till we conceive it likely | 
again to ftimulate from the fame caufe. It is from | 
the neceflity of treating fome morbid poifons in ; 
this manner that I fufpe& fome pra€titioners have 
been induced to fuppofe the venereal fhould be cu= 
red ina fimilar way, which in cafes of inveterate. 4 
chancre is known to be unequal to the intended 


end, 4 
. = 


In this manner of accounting for the cure of the 
ulcers of morbid poifons, one difficulty will occur : 
toevery reader. If the cure is in confequence of 
phagedena induced by mercury, why does it ever 
happen that a venereal ulcer fhall fkin before the ¥ 
mercurial irritation has ceafed? I anfwer, if al 
chancre is at all inveterate, particularly if feated 4 
on the prepuce, it rarely does heal till the contti- 
‘tution begins to recover from the mercurial irri 
tation. In more recent'chancres, efpecially when | 
on the glans, we find the eure complete while the 


mercurial irritation remains. But it is obvious — 
that the action of mercury will be more powerful on ] 
a part previoully ulcerated than onthe healthy ori | 
ginal formedpart. As,therefore, in the cure of ul- 
‘cers from morbid poifons, {kinning inftantly takes. 
place without the previous procefs of granulation, 
we may expeél that, in recent cafesona part fo” 
fanguiferous, and where the aftions are fo quick, the 
irritation of mercury may have extended as far as: 

| the 


r es , 
) a 


se 
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i » , 
the ulcer before it has arrived at fuch a height as 
to affe&t the found fubftance ; and cicatrization, or 


(1 


_ ikinning having taken place, we have no proof that 
a he action of mercury is fufficient to produce a 


new ulcer. That this is really the cafe appears the 
more probable, becaufe in chancres of a long- 


,« 
; 
Ay 


“this difpofition to early fkinning. The parts con- 
 tiguous being infe&ted keep the ulcer open till the 
mercurial phagedzena reaches them, by which the 
“whole conftitution isfo faturated with mercury that 
_ though the ulcer looks clean, being free from its 
callous edge and bafis, yet it remains flationary, 
or even {preads till the conftitution begins to reco- 
ver from the mercurial irritation. 


i  Byattending to all thefe fatts we may learn, 


| First, Why mercury will be often ferviceable 
in ulcers that do notarife from morbid poifons. 


| SECONDLY, Why lefs will cure an ulcer arifing 
_ from a morbid poifon, without a callous edge and 
_-bafis, than where thefe are prefent. 


_ Turrpry, Why itis frequently unfuccefsful in 
_ .ulcers from morbid poifons attended with flough, 
5 AND 


i) 
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Awp laftly, Why a later alicasion of fied 
cury. will cure an ulcer. from a morbid poifon, 
which at firft refilted that remedy. 

Ir ie property of mercury in curing ond dit 
eafes, arifing from morbid poifons, depends on_ 
the actions it produces on the extreme velfels, | 4 
where there is a divifion of the folid part of the © 
furface, it ought to prove efficacious in local dif. 
eafes, or ulcers arifing from other caufes: and fo ~ 

\ we a@tually find it. But we muft not expeé the 
: relief to be fo uniform ; becaufe where an ulcer . 
on does not heal nor arife from apoifon, we may ful | 
~-pe&t fome conftitutional peculiarity, which cannot — 

be fo readily fubdued, and which there will be rea- 

fon to apprehend may recur after the. irritation — 

from mercury has ceafed. In cafes of morbid — 


ag 


-poifons, we have lefs to apprehend from this 7 
caufe; efpecially, as the parts in general, as foon as. a 
ulceration has ceafed,, heal rapidly and without — 
the procefs of granulation. 

pS this reafoning be adnaeae we fhall i allo 

why for the molt part lefs mercury will often. cure | ‘ 
an ulcer, arifing from a morbid poifon, which has no 

\ callous edge, and alfo why no quantity of mercury — 
will ever cureacancer. In the former we have — 
every reafon to believe, that the powers of the 
conititutron are equal to the cure of the ulcer. All, 
therefore, | 


we 
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therefore, that is required of mercury is to inter- 


-rupt the détion excited by the poifon. But where 


a callous edge is prefent, we muft apprehend that 


‘the cure is not within the power of the conftitu- 


id 


jon.* It is, therefore, not ‘enough to excite a 
‘new action, ‘but every part engaged in or difpofed 
to the former a&tion muft be/deftroyed.’ Add to 
this, that where ulceration proceeds with fuch ra- 
pidity, as in common phagedzna, it is probable 
‘that every part is ulcerated as foon as affected by 
‘the poifon, fo that if the mercurial irritation can 
fuperfede it at all, we may expe it todo fovas 
foon as its ation begins.’ But in cancer, the: in= 


| terruption to the ulcerating procefs is ftill greater 


| than in the inveterate venereal, the callofity being 
more extenfive. From the irregularity of this cal- 
| lofity too we may expe€t the phagedzena produced 
by mercury will fpread in an irregular manner, as it 
will meet with the leaftinterruption where the callus 
isthinneft, or where ulceration is previoufly going 
!on. The only ftate of cancer, in which we can 
| expeét mercury to be efficacious, is after an opera- 
| tion; when we find unhealthy granulations rife, 
which fhow that fome parts contaminated have not 
| been removed. In this cafe the mercurial phage- 


* * Tuts is certainly not a neceflary confequence, becaufe, 
as wasbefore obferved, a callous edge may be formed from 
y 


the conftitution not being at the time difpofed to heal. 
in cancer and the venereal the faé is eftablifhed. 


But 


deena 


4 


2g, 


ie all thefé cafes the difpofition to flough extends fo 


126 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


deena,might be ferviceable, if we could alecriiei the : 
the cancerous would yield to it: but when we cons. 
fider the flow progrefs of cancer, it is impoflible to 
determine how far the difpofition to the local difeafe =i 
has extended beyond. where we can trace the difeafe 
itfelf.. And if we could, it would not be faferto ex-_ 
tend the mercurial phagedena much beyond the. 
furface ; left we fhould produce an habitual ule 
ceration. As, therefore, nothing would be gain= 
ed in a difeafe over which the conftitution has no 
power of itfelf, while any part difeafed or difpofed i 
to be fo remains, it would certainly be fafer to re-~ 
move the whole by the knife than attempt it by ac 
mercurial ulceration. . It is alfo well known, that — 
all ftimulating remedies greatly encreafe the pain, — 
and forward the progrefs of cancer. There is, 
therefore, reafon to fear, that notwithftanding the — 
ufually flow progrefs of the difeafe, fuch a remedy — 
might greatly forward and baebuieth all the fymp=_ j 
toms.—But this fubjeét will be confidered more at 
large hereafter. . iin a 

We may alfo, by thus tracing the progrefs of — 
mercury, perceive why it never fucceeds ifadmi+ — 
niftered early for the cere of thofe morbid poifons, — 
whofe law is to produce flough after ulceration, 


much beyond the ulcer, that the mercurial phages» 
dzena cannot, without great danger, reach the 


- full 


4 
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‘full Gttenbae the difeafe. Yet i in fome jriftaheee 
_ of this kind, mercury feems fora time to alter the 
charaéter of the poifon. In the cafe related by 
Mr. French,* mercury produced its genuine pha- 
¢ gedena on the ulcer, which continued as long as 
e ftimulus of that'mineral remained. When this 
¢ ceafed, the poifon recovered its true chara@ter; a 
large floughing took place and was fucceeded by 
oat The fame happened with the floughing 
phagedaena (of page 70). | While the mercurial 
irritation remained, it produced its true phagedx- 
“na, though fomewhat more rapid than ufual. 
When the conftitution recovered from that ir- 


and alternate floughing and feparation followed. 
‘In fuch cafes we can expeé no advantage from 
mercury, unlefs where the difeafe is kept up by ha- 
Dit. When arrived at this ftage, a very flight ex- 
hibition of mercury may be fufficient to induce a 
new ation, which may be followed by a perma- 
) entcure. And this is the more probable, as the 
‘cure of the difeafe does not appear beyond the 
power of the conftitution. 


 Awnoruer remark deduceable from this is, that, 
as the charaéter of thefe poifons is fo much chang- 
ed in the courfe of the circulation, that their fe- 


* Hunter’s Effay, page 385. 
condary 


\ 


“ritation, the charaéter of the poifon fhowed itfelf,. 
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ly deferving our attention. 


dary than the primary affeClions induced by ae, | 
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condary ulcers are unattended with flough, we are, 
not.to be difcouraged from attempting the cure of 
the latter by mercury, though it has filed s in the - 


Paes ) | ae «oa 


. 
t) 


‘Tu ERE fill remain Se ahi sai shlescatitie bigh— 


First, that lefs mercury will cure the. fecon- 
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bid patlons 
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anes DLY; that mercury will not _ prevent the 1 


it will cure ae they ig suse ve pe sto 


Tur firft propofition has been proved in every” 
inftance of morbid poifon, to which I have referred | 
the reader, where the difeafe has fhown itfelf in al 
fecondary form ; and even where it has appeared a 
third time on the fkin, it has been more readily 
cured than in its fecondary ftage. But the two 
- following cafes, in which mercury was not exhi-. 
bited till after the appearance of fecondary fymp 
toms, {how the faét {till more clearly. | 

oe the tooth.cafe related by Sir William Wat- 
fon,* the attentive reader will be ftruck with the 


* Medical Tranfactions, elt 3. page 925. <i 4 
differ: 


wt 
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‘difference between the primary and fecondary 
or conftitutional ulcers. The firft, as I before 
obferved, feem, by their /etor, to have been of 
the nature of the floughing phagedzna, and ap- 


peared about a month after inferting the tooth; 


the fecond, or blotches, more than a month later, 
and became ulcerated painful fores, ‘* increaf— 
«ing daily.” But what is moft to our pre- 


fent purpofe is, how much more readily the fe- 


condary ulcers yielded to mercury than the pri- 


mary ones. During the exhibition of one or two 
pills a-day, containing two grains of calomel in each, 
and before fourteen of them were taken, which pro- 


duced no other apparent mercurial irritation, than 
upon the’ bowels, ‘ the ulceration of the mouth 
“© and cheek did not fpread, was le/s painful, and 
“of a milder appearance ; while fuch of the 
<< blotches as had ulcerated, healed ap uO ia LE 
we fuppole that the poifon had produced its full ef- 
fe€&t at the primary ulceration, and that the dif- 
eafed action was only kept up by habit ; this cafe 


will be very fimilar to the inftance I have related | 


of floughing phagedzena. Whether fubfequent 
blotches more indolent than the fecondary ones 
would have appeared as a third form of the dileafe, 


* By this difference of expreffion too, there is reafon to 
believe, that the fecondary were filling up by ; sranulation, 
while in the primary the ulceration a Prey ceafed previous to 


; fkinning. 


K cannot 
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cannot be afcertained, on account of the prema-— 
ture death of the patient. 


- Tue tooth cafe, related by Dr. Lettfom, in the 4 
~ Memoirs of the Medical Society,* was evidently 4 
the floughing phagedana. The primary fymp- q 
toms are fo. accurately defcribed, as to need no | 4 


comment. They commenced about fix weeks — 


after inferting the tooth. Dr. Lettfom faw them 
fourteen days after, when ‘ the ulceration had 
“© an irregular, jagged, loofe appearance, with liv- 
“id {phacelated interflices.” For the fucceeding 


week, the ulceration continues nearly flationary, a 


and no mention is made of {phacelus. The two fol- p 1 


lowing days the ulcerations have not increafed, but 


rather diminifhed. | Four days after, the ulceration 
is more extended, jagged, and fphacelated. In 
four days more, the complaints are not augmented, 
but if any alteration is perceptible, it is on the 
favorable fide. Two days before this, a mercu- — 
rial friGtion was begun; whether the laft alteration ] 
arofe from this caufe. cannot be afcertained. If 
it is thought too early for that remedy to have tay 
ken effe&t without any apparent mercurial irritation, — 
itis an additional recurrence of alternate floughing ~ 
and ulceration which marks this poifon. . If this — 
Jaf change is to be imputed to the mercurial fric- 7 
tion, it is unneceffary to add, that it was eather q 


* Vol 1, page’ 330. - # 
than — 
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of page 106, 
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than is ever experienced in chancres of that date 
and extent, .Inthe courfe of ten days more, all 
the fymptoms had nearly fubfided, and ‘two days 
alter, the remedy is laid afide: the ulcerations 
being perfcétly healed, and evety other fymptom 
of indifpofition vanifhed, and this, as far as the 


account informs us, without ptyalilmy or any other 


mercurial irritation having beenexcited The fe- 


secondary fymptoms occurred between a fortnight 
and three weeks after the primary ones. They 


were blotches which never ulcerated, and dilap- 
peared fome days before the primary fymptoms. 


In. thefe two cafes mercury was not exhibited 
till the appearance of the fecondary fymptoms. 


Ihave, therefore, referved them asa more firik~ ¢ 


ing proof, that fecondary fymptoms yield ear. 
lier to mercury than primary ones, which may 
fairly be accounted for by the difeafe conftantly 


recurring in a milder form. 


Tux fecond propofition ; that mercury will not 
prevent thofe fecondary fymptoms which it will 
cure, is fo entirely Mr. Hunter’s difcovery, that 
I fhall referve the proofs of it till we come to re- 


4 : bs 
_view his theory of the venereal. At prefent I can 
only direét the reader’s recolle€tion to thofe cafes 


in which the faét has occurred.* mr 


‘ 


* See page 108, Alfo the cafes referred toin the note 
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ely iMate het that mercury is a ree we 
are jultifiable in trying in all cafes of clcendoull 
that refit common topical applications. and refto- — 
rative remedies, particularly if unattended with 
‘flough, ; ite 

Tuar where ulceration is unattended with a~ 
callous edge and bafe, mercury fhould be exhibit- 
ed with greater caution, and the mercurial falts 
for the moft part preferred. R: 


ae A 


: ¥ 
Tuat the fecondary ulcers of fome morbid poi- 
fons yield to lefs mercury than their primary ones. — 


ms 
fe 


Oe 


Tuat in fome inftances, where mercury has” 
been freely exhibited before the appearance of fe-_ q 
condary ulcers, it has not prevented them. Yet 
in thefe fame cafes, when fecondary ulcers have — 
appeared, they have yielded to a much flighter _ 
mercurial irritation than was ineffeGtually raifed t to 
prevent them, ¥) : : 


,', 


’ 
Pr, P: 
F 4 t 
‘ + ae 
sey P 3 
» 


Tuar blotches or ulcers, which appear after the © 
cure of fecondary,ulcers, feem in the manner in. 
which they yield to mercury, to bear the fame ana-_ 
logy to fecondary ulcers, as fecondary ones do to 
primary. ? 


Pe s 
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Anp laftly, that if a primary ulcer, whether of 


the floughing or true phagedzena, fhould at firft re- 


fule to yield to mergury, we may be juttifiable in 


_ attempting it a fecorid time with great caution, ei- 
_ ther when we conceive the difeafe kept up by habit, 
or fofar familiarized to the conftitution, that the 
novelty of the mercurial ftimulus may be fufficient 


to excite a new action, however temporary. 


Havince thus far treated of mercury as a re- 


medy, let us now attend to the difeafes it produces. 


We have already feen, that on a crude cut it will 
induce phagedena. This is often the more evident 
in cafes of bubo, particularly when opened by art. 
Here the edges being crude, or not contaminated 


_with the venereal poifon, mercury will frequently 
produce fo fudden a difpofition to phagedena, that 


an experienced prattitioner will direét the exhibi- } 


tion of it to ceafe as foon as the lips look par- 


ticularly clean and florid. If this is not done, 
_ phagedzena foon fpreads throughout the whole ul- 


cer, if the venereal a€tion nae fuperfeded.* 
_ But if the bubo was not origina 


y venereal, which 


is much oftener the cafe than we apprehend, the 


__. * When it was more the cuftom to open buboes by the 


knife, this effe€t was better known: fome’of the older fur- 
geons ufed to advife, that the mercurial fri€tion fhould not 


_ be begun till the lips of the wound had commenced fuppu- 
ration. 


K 3 confe- 


ers ay, 
2 


‘We fhall have a mercurial ulcer feated deep in 


will extendin all direGtions. If the fargeon, from 4 
obferving the il condition of the wound, fhould q 
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confequences will be much more ferious and lating, 


the cellular membrane, which, on account of oe 
rapidity with which it fpreads, not being provided 
with the adhefive lamina of cornmon: abfcefles or # 
ulcers, nor with the callous edge of the venereal, © 


think it neceffary to pufh the mercury with pro- i@ 
portional activity, in order to eradicate the vene~ a 
real poifon, or to conquer its peculiar ACTLMONY , | 
both ke and the patient will, in the end, find caufe 
of repentance. If obferving the fpreading of the — 
wound in fpite of his diligence, he fhould be wil- a 
ling to intermit the mercury, and return to it — 
when tke conftitution fhali be more fufceptible of — 4 
its irritation : he will, perhaps, find fome: advan: ‘ 
tase by this refpite, provided the former exhibi- | ] 
tion has not been continued fo, long as to render | 
the difeafe habitual. But if on the appearance — ] 
of amendment and better health, it fhould ba q 
thought neceflary:to return to mercury, in order | 
for ever to extirpate the virus, the difeafe will be 4 
again exafperated i in ‘proportion as the mineral is 
exhibited. When the remedy is again laid afide, 4 
the wound will in different parts affume different — 
appearances Jn fome we fhall have the thick 
lips confequent on frequent interruptions of the 
granulating procels, in others, a clean edge from 

: 3 the 


ey 
, 
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the continuance of phagedzena. In the lower fur- 
face the fame difference will be obfervable, and 
different finufes forming from the deep feat of the 
original ulceration, fome parts will be undermined 
in fuch a manner, as* to {fphacelate from being de- 
prived of conneéting veffels. - When this dead part 
cafts off, a clean furface will be expofed, and 
the furgeon who is unaccuftomed to fuch appear- 
ances, will fancy the ulcer going to take on aheal- 
ing difpofition. : 


In the courfe of all this the patient, particularly 
if of the inferior clafs, grows impatient, and applies 
to another practitioner. If to one who judges by 
the eye, and conceives it unneceflary to trace the 
long hiftory of a difeafe fo obvious, or who has 
made up his mind that every venereal patient is a 
liar, and that it is in vain to attend to their ftories, 
the remedy is again brought forward. At firft all 
the advantages that were expeéted feem at hand. 
Phagedzena attacks the thick indolent lips, which | 
appearing clean, florid and ulcerating, give the 
furgeon the idea of digeftion and beginning granu- 


lations. The patient, however, being more ac- 
_ ¢ullomed to this appearance, and being at the 


fame time fenfible of moft intolerable pain, ven- 
tures to fuggeft a doubt, but this it is not thought 
neceffary to attend to; and the whole procefs of 


_ falivation being gone through, the difeafe is fome- 


K 4 thing 
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4g foes. thing worle than before. This fubjeG@ might be 
. purfued much farther if it were neceflary; butit ~~ 
is more to our purpofe to find a remedy. 


‘Ture is only one fituation of fuch an ulcer 

in which mercury can be ferviceable.. When the — 

| lips are pretty univerfal'y thick, very little appear- — 
- ance of phagedaena can be traced, and the conftitu- 
tion has well recovered from the mercurial courfe : 
the local application of mercurial ointment, and 
the ufe of the mercurial falts inwardly mayinduce 
fome ation on the furface, and even correé& a 4 
difeafe only kept up by habit. Itis needlefsto 
fay this muft be done with great caution; but it es 
. may always be attempted, and will often be fervice- | 4 
able. The moment ulceration commences, this 
treatment fhould be Jaid afide, and nothing thought 
of but common topical dreffings, with fuch reme- 
‘dies as will reftore the conftitution. If mercury ri 
has been lately exhibited, or if the {malleft quan- q 
tity is found conftantly, to exafperate the difeafe, 
we fhould firft endeayour to leffen the extreme ir. 
ritability of the parts by cicuta; and if. this, as is ’ 
often the cafe, fhould in a little time ceafe to pro- 4 
duce the beneficial effects that followed. its firft .— 
exhibition, we fhould try the efficacy of different — 
‘minérals—moft of them have a powerful effe& on ‘ql 
the extreme vefiels. That of antimony is too well a 
known to render, any remarks neceflary.. Lead — 
1g‘ 
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is enim te icbibhess i Internal hemorrhage, and 
i iron is kaown to produce an hemorrhagic difpo.- 
fition. Avienic given internally, in fuch dofes as 
the ftomacii will bear, produces ulceration in the 


regularly, fome advantage may be expeéted from 
lead, fome of the preparations of which may be 
given internally with the greatelt fafety; or where 
‘the whole furface has an indolent appearance, the 
_ufe of fteel is not only likely to produce a falutary 
-aétion on the ulcer, but very much to affift an 
-exhaufted, conftitution. I have im two inftances 
of this kind found. confiderable | benefit . from 
flores mariiales.. Arfenic has hitherto difappointed 
-moft pra€titioners: I cannot. myfelf fay I. have 
feen any advantage from its ufe in external dif 
veafes. ~The fourth volume of the Medical Obfer- 
-wations and Enquiries contains a cafe of this kind, 
oe by tia carrot poultice and malt infufion.— 


“Wueas thefe remedies fail, we mutt attend 


- 
[ 
4, 
ae 


principally to the conftitutional, difpofition of the 


return to cicuta as often as the ulcer partakes of 
that difpofition. Cicuta, though an uncertain, is 
‘an important medicine, and fhould-never be over- 


‘looked in cafes that refift common remedies, efpe- 
cially if attended with high irritation. It is need- 
lefs to dwell on the well-known advantages of 
ene particularly 1 in {crofulous conftitutions. 

Wer 


a 
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found fkin..§ Where phagedena extends faft and 


patient. If this is peculiarly ittitable, we fhould © 
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We_ have hitherto only confidered the more 
obvious effets of mercury; but its influence i is 
extended over every part of the body. What | 
particular a€tion it excites in the bones, it is ims 
poflible for us to afcertain, where the parts are not 
expofed to our view. But we find where a bone | 
or periofteum is thickened by a morbid poifon, — 
that under the ufe of mercury it ufually firft foft- 
ens, and then recovers its form. © When an open 
ulcer exifts, we fee much the fame effets as on 
the foft parts, allowing for the difference of | 
ftru€ture. If the conftitution is under the influ- 
ence of a morbid poifon, which has its crifis and 
termination, mercury feems, in fome.inftances, to 
render the bones peculiarly fufceptible of the ir- 
ritation of the poifon. Moft of the accounts ty 
have been able ‘to colleét of yaws fhow that if its 
progrefs is interrupted by a too early exhibition — j 
of mercury, the difeafe may be for a time diverted 
from the {kin, but that there is great danger of the a 
bones at the fame time taking on a morbid difpo- — 
fition. What effe& it has on the ation induced by — 
other poifons i in the bones, bas not been hitherto 
afcertained, excepting in the venereal. 4 
Hiruerro we have confidered only the local — 
aétions induced by mercury. But its effe@s on i 
the conftitution are not lefs deferving our attenti-- ; 
on. The fever it produces may be truly called” 
(veets : 
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 fpecific, from its uniformity ‘and total difference 
- from all others. Hence we find it often fuper- 


 feding difeafes kept up by habit, having arifen 


from cauges which are no longer. prefent.. Dr. 
Donald Monro* mentions a cafe of intermittent 
fever, which refifted all remedies, till after a mer- 


4 


 curial falivation, it was readily cured by bark.’ It 


) 


is not uncommon to find obftinate habitual head- 
aches give way to a much flighter exhibition of the 
fame remedy: and many weak conftitutions, or 
_ fuch as have long laboured under chronic com- 
‘ plaints, have found, after a fevere mercurial irri- 
tation, all thofe advantages, which often follow the 
‘energy excited during convalefcence from acute 
_difeafes.. Thefe remarks are certainly foreign to 

our prefent purpofe. I have, however, introduc- 
: ed them becaufe of the error fome few pra€tition- 
ers have fallen into, of confidering many difeafes 
venereal, merely from their giving way to mer- 
| cury. 


Sucu is the operation of mercury on the con- 


_.ftitution asa remedy. The conftitutional difeafes - 


it produces are not lefs remarkable. Befides its 
_ well-known determination to the falival glans, which 
is neither conftant nor always neceflary, we find 


it producing head-ache, debility, and a total inca- 


* Medical Tranfaétions, vol. 2, page 325. 
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pacity for application of any kind. For the moft 
part, thefe gradually fubfide after the caufe is 


difcontinued ; but in fome conftitutions, they end — 


in gutta ferena, epilepfy, mania,fatuity, and a train 


of other nervous fymptoms. Hence it feems to 


follow, that while it remains a doubt, whether 


_ mercury will prevent the fecondary fymptoms of 


a morbid poifon, and as far as our knowledge ex- 
tends, thofe fecondary fymptoms, ‘when they ap- 


pear, gave way to a comparatively. flight exhibi- | 


tion of the remedy, it may be fafer, till the laws of 
fuch poifons are better underftood, to reft when we 


: have relieved) the primary fymptoms; and watch- 


ing attentively, the accefs of any fecondary ones, | 


attack them as early as they can be fairly afcer- 
tained, But this will be beft illuftrated when we 
attend to the laws of a poifon, which, from the fre- 


quency with which it appears, are better deter- 
- pnined.., 


t 


CHAP. @ 


CoH ARs a VI. 


& : < 
PARTICULARS NOT REDUCEABLE UN= 


DER THE FORMER HEADS, WITH CON- 
JECTURES ON THE ORIGIN OF SOME 
OF THE MORBID POISONS. 


_ to deteét the mode in which, from the ftimulus of 
ae morbid poifon, a lofs of fubftance takes place, 

and the part is afterwards reftored. It was my 
_ intention to have purfued this fubjeét farther, . by 
_ tracing the precife charaéter of thofe poifons, which 
_ producing no deftru€tion on the furface beyond 
the cuticle, do not come within any of the for- 


_mer defcriptions. But though I have prepared 


Pe 


' pretty large materials for this purpofe, as they are 
_ not neceffarily conneéted with the reafoning in any 
"other part of the work, I am unwilling to fwell the 
_ volume more than is neceffary till its fate fhall ena- 
ble me to judge of the encouragement I may expe€. 
ee Another reafon for withholding thefe remarks for 


‘A the prefent, is a want of opportunity to reduce two 
_ important faéts to the teft of experiment. The 
: firfl is; the flough in the early puftules of chicken- 
mi ae POx ; 


4 Th the preceding chapters, my objeét has been. 


ae ee 
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pox; the fecond, whether the loft fubftance in= 
duced by flough, in the putrid fore throat, is ever — 
reflored by granulation. 
on the authority of Mr. Hunter.* 
my wifh to reduce as much as poffible to the teft — 
op a re-examination of | 1 


-of my own experiment ; | 
the paflage, Mr. Hunter appears to me rather © 


The firft Ihave taken 
But befides 


fearful of denying the faét than ready to affert it. 


- Whether the pitting. arifes from flough or ulcera-_ 


tion, does not at all affeét the reafoning I have 


founded on it; 


to the early eruptions. 


ally affected by the novelty of the ftimulus. 


becaufe either of them is equally 
contrary to the law of the poifon; + and confined 


flituted thefe enquiries. 


De. Fothergill, who may juflly be ftiled the. 
Sydenham ofthe putrid fore 


We can, therefore, only 
impute it to the conftitution or part being unufu-_ 


But | 
in tracing the exaét hiftory of a difeafe, fo as to 1 
difcriminate it from others, nothing muft be left — 
to doubt, and an opportunity. has not occurred, of 
defe€ting the puftules or veficles, fince I have in- 


; 


throat, {peaks of the F 


ulcers confequent on the floughs, as filling up on A 


the decline of the other fymptoms. 


* Philofophieal TranfaGtions, vol. 1xx. 


+ See a paper by Dr. Heberden, Medical Trinbeleuel 
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’ tion would lead me to defcribe them diffe rently. 
But confcious of the accuracy of all his other re- 
_tharks, and of the dange r, left my opinion fhould 
be warped by a theory of my own, I with to fufpend 
this decilion till the re-appearance of the difeafe fhall 


 fubjeat it to’ more impartial obfervers. I could 


i ‘doftor’ s work, which might feem to favour my 
: opinion, but this would engage me in an enquiry 
I profefs at prefent to avoid. ‘This, ‘therefore, 
‘ with fome obfervations on the varieties of fcarlatina, 
bs and its true difcrimination from the former difeafe, 


j  Ierve to correét or confirm by a clofer examina- 
tion: and conclude the prefent chapter with a few 
i heist which though perhaps fomewhat too 

: fpeculative, I crave the reader’s indulgence for, 

after the laborious inveftigations in which we have 


q oth. been engaged. 
t ‘ 
Ir may be afked, if there is this variety of poi- 


~ eafes in the genitals, and above all, if for the moft 
_ part they yield to mercury, either in their primary 


ee been fo alarmed at the appearance of the venereal, 
‘which at moft could be only an addition to thofe 
calamities it had always witnefied? I could an- 


| fwer, that the venereal, as far as we can afcertain, 
ae | is 


indeed make fome remarks on other paflages of the . 


as wellas the meatfles, — varieties, ay fhall re- 


or fecondary ftages, how fhould the world have: 
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is the only poifon that produces a difeafe formida~ 
ble, by the probable extent of its: {preading, and 
by the fituation of all the infeéted: In the other 
_ three, viz. the ulcer terminating in flough, the 
\  floughing and the common phagedena, the fymp= 
‘toms are too acute to admit coition, and as foon 
as they begin to fubfide, the parts heal rapidly. 
In the venereal, the actions are all flow, from the 
caufes before enumerated, fo that coition in either 
fex may for atime be continued after ulceration 
has commenced, It may alfo, as will hereafter 
be fhown, produce only gonorrhea, the di {charge 
from whiéh is ‘wake ag, pea iae 4 
‘ : 7 

4 Srconpx¥, the conftitution has no power over | 
the difeafed aétion this poifon occafions, nor in-- 
deed has any remedy but mercury, the ufe of which - 
was unknown in Europe when the venereal firkt | 


appeared. 


Lastiy, we have not yet afcertained, that ‘ein 
ther of the other potions produces that uniform: ty 
which can be traced like the venereal from the i ins 
feGlorto the infetted. Th rough chancres are pres 
cilely fimilarin women and men, we have no ace 
counts tranfmitted of ig e, ulcers in-the vagina, 
fo that if they occur at all, it is at molt bot 
rarely. aa 
Tats : 
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Turs laf circumftance naturally sae us to en- 


“traced j in more than one fex. It is extremely tos 
i be ‘regretted, that more attention has not been paid H 
to the fituation of the penis when thefe difeafes have an 4 
Bbcen contraéted. Inthe cafe I have fo frequently aa 
oc to, coition was continued while the {kin - ; 
-of the prepuce was broken. ‘In a cafe which 
M r. Wadd very kindly fhowed me, knowing the 
enquiry in which I was engaged, two very confi- 
-derable floughs had followed ulcers on the glans 
’ penis, after which, the parts began to fkin with- 
out the ufe of any other remedy but cicuta, 

On enquiring of the patient the hiftory of the cafe, 

EI found, that at the time there was the ftrongett / 
4 reafon to fufpe& he contra€ted the difeafe, he had 
“an open fore on the glans, from an application by 
“y which’ fome warts were deftroyed. If this could ~ 
eh be afcertained, it ray not be difficult to 


matter to the broken fkin of a living animal, 
, "hefe accidents are fo common in Wieting rooms, 
oe It is unneceflary to dwell upon them. . But it 
is a great miftake to fuppofe, that it is neceflary , | 
the fabject fhould be putrid, in order to produce < 
fach ceniequences. Mr. Abernethy affures me, 
eC never diffe&ts the moft recent fubject without ~ 
paving an ulcer in whatever part of his hands the 

he | fin 
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{kin is broken, and, frequently without bis being 
confcious of any previous divifion of the cuticle.” 
The fate of Mr. Jones, his late diffeGtor, is welll 
known. Dr. Latham relates the cafe of a fervant | 
who on cafing a putrid hare brought part of it in 
~-contaét with anagenail; the confequence wasa local | 
ulcer, with fwelling in the axilla, fucceeded by an 
~\ efflorefcence in the {kin with fever, which in airy 
intemperate habit proved fatal. If we examine — 
mecoreitly the accounts of all the tooth-cafes, we . 

: \ fhall find moft of them attended with fever during : 
their whole flage. Sir W illiam Watfon and Dr. 
_ Lettfom mention it particularly in the calenhay 
relate; and Mr. Hunter in moft of thofe, the 
whole progrefs of which fell under his infeetonl ; 
Mr. French particularizes the circumftance of fe- 4 
ver in his cafe of the floughing of the glans before 
» referredto. Ihave remarked it alfo in the cafe of | 
floughing phagedena, The fame may be traced 
in the cafe related in the Edinburgh Medical Effays 5 — 
and: Turner defcribes his patient as delirious with ‘ 
fever, anda miliary eruption. | 4 


Tus laft circumftance may lead the reader to 
fufpett that the cafe was merely that of fever, ata! | 
tended with a peculiar determination to the geni- 
tals. But it happens that the law of morbid poi- 
fons was fo {crupuloufly, if I may fo fay, adhered 
to, asto leave the matter beyond queftion, * Seve- 

; - a « ral 
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st 4) weeks alteh, ” continues “arer, ‘when 


ie flump of an ill-favoured penis without glans or 
Te preputium on one fide healed; on the other 
: © raw, with the fleth callous, or rather chancrous, 
9 Ba on auiine thereon, which though ace 


© before the flough could be digefted off.*”? In few= 
er words; where the flough caft off readily the 
yi p part fkinned over, and where that procefs was inter- 
‘Tupted by the remaining flough, a fungus rofe, 
Pas we have traced in every cat of morbid poifon. 

At the fame time there was a bubo in the groin 
_ with {cabby puftules on the fealp and other parts of 


| difeafe yielded to topical applications, and the 
_ fecondary ones to mercurial falivation. All thefe 
ie alee particularly thole of the Bey 


hes tae page 248. ’ 


i be no reafon for fuch'a Caples 


ig hans though 


F te I was again defired to vifit him, I obferved the. 


© on the precipitate, yet did it ftill increale, even 


a 


ee 


: the bodyt. It is not a little remarkable that Tur- | 
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« though the effe& of a morbid poifon applied to. the 4 4 
penis, was not venereal. Piss. 
Ir may be urged, that the difeafe in the genitals” | 
and teeth have feldom proved fatal, compared to’ 
thofe in diflecting rooms. . Were this really the 
cafe, avariety of caufes might be fuggefted for fuch 44 
a difference; but till we have more fats, and thofe 
better afcertained, I fhall content myfelf with call- ‘4 
ing the attention of the profeffion to thefe import- a4 
ant fubje€ts, and feel particularly grateful for any. of 
communications that may lead to afcertaining the 9 
laws of thefe poifons. That neither the cafes on the 
genitals or teeth are exaélly fimilar to thofe which. 
have been received by contaé& with putrid animal 
matter is certain. Thofe of Mr. Abernethy are. 
very fimilar to the little ulcers we fometimes find 
on the glans, and particularly about the corona, 
which fpread rapidly and fuperficially, and for the” 
moft part heal fo readily, that we know not how to. 
impute their cure to the mercury exhibited, Such 4 
is probably the ulcer exedens of Celfus. When | 
the cuftom of putting the thumb over the orifice 
after bleeding was more general, this kind of ul- 
ceration or feficring, as it was called, was much | 
more common. I well recolleGt one in St. Bartho- 
lomew’s which {pread fo confiderably that 79 ftu- 4 
dents readily made up our minds the patient had 
been bled with a lancet ftained with venereal pus. — 


. car. 


we 
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: Poe Bae probably had his doubts, as he dire&ed 
Bic calomel pill. , In three days the ulceration 
: a ‘ftopt, and in iP awee the whole was healed. This 
confirmed our fufpicions, and removed Mr. Crane’s 
4 doubts, . who, to the furprize of his young audi- 
_ tors, determined the cafe 1 not to be venereal. 


Ir is moft probable when more ferious difeafes 
_ have arifen from coition with a broken fkin, that 
the fecretions of the vagina or uterus have either 
4 not been perfettly healthy, or by ftagnating too 
_ long have fome way been altered in their preper- 
ties. But my bufinefs has hitherto been rather to 
point out the differences between well-known poi- 
- fons and others, which, though palpably diftina, 
_ have been confounded with them. This appears 
: tome the firft ftep towards knowledge, and if I 
) have done any thing towards fo important an ob- 
jee, I fhall feel happy in having purfued a path 
j _almoft untrodden es Mr. Hunter dire@ed us 
to it. 


Bor the reader mutt oc me with one ae 


ae from whatever caufe, or communicated in 
whatever manner, one law invariable, that as foon 
“as ‘ulceration ceales, inftead of granulations, as 
after Jofs of fubftance in all other cafes, we have 
immediate fkinning or fungus. To whatare we 


La vax to’ 
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“to attribute this peculiarity?) The more clofély we — 


either by an union of minute veficls, by mutually 
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” 


infpe@i the operations of nature, the more we are ; 
fatisfied of defigninail. The objeét of fome feems 
folely to itera that order which was originally i 
inflituted. The mule offspring, perfeé in all other — 
parts but thofe of generation, is the moft arikingy 


inftance of this. nen a 


Ir is well known that two expofed furfaces of 
the fame animal, if brought in contaét, will unite 


attaching themfelves to the coagulum of the blood, 
or by granulation. Were this to take place with 
aslittle difficulty between different animals, as it 
does between different parts of the fame animal, — 
very ferious inconyeniencies, phyfical as, well as” 
moral, might be introduced. into the world. . Tod 
prove the firft, we need only reflect how very ras : 
pidly this inof{culation of vellels, or union by coagu= 4 
jable lymph, fometimes takes place. Even where _ 
thefe fail, it is not imptobable but with animals wha " 
are torpid during the winter, an union by granu- 4 
lation might fometimes be the confequence of long ; 


J 


continued contact. 


Turse are fome of the inconveniencies that 
may arife from thofe original laws, by which the 
race of animals is preferved. But when we con= 
fider the ingenuity of man, his fondnels for ‘n0=— 
velty, the infinite diverfity of his wants and cass 

prices, 


ute * 
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prices, it is impoffible to. afcertain what attempts at 


; diftorting nature might not have been introduced. 
_ Moft of the animals, fupported forhis pride, con- 
_ venience or fecurity, can bear witnefs of this. Hi- 
_ therto, in his own race, it has extended no farther 


than the rich and crafty taking advantage of the 


poor andfimple, by inducing the latter to undergo 
a painful operation, and to disfigure themfelves, in 


order to add to the ornament or convenience of 
the former. Had the plan fucceeded, it is not 
eafy to fay, what might have been the next at- 
tempt; and though, in what we calla ftate of civi- 
lization, men may be induced to barter their teeth, 
and perhaps other parts, for money, yet if there 
fhould be a condition of fociety in which this*me- 
dium is unknown, or if the ftronger fhould be en- 
vious of any part belonging to the weak and un- 
proteéted, another fource of difcord might have 


--arifen, befides thofe which have hitherto diftraéted 
~ mankind. It would not be difficult to fuggelt a 


variety of probabilities on this fubje€t. But I fhall 


content myfelf with the faéts before us, and leave 


the reader to determine how far he can impute to 
any other caufe the extraordinary uniformity of 


 thefe laws, and their exclufivenefs to morbid pol- 
_ fons: whether the fame are to be traced in the lo- 
cal difeafe, arifing from original animal poifons, it 
has not been in my power to determine; but there 
_ is nothing in the accounts delivered us by authors 


L 4 . to 
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to lead us to fuppofe it.. Certain it is, that the lof 
| of fubftance is in all thefe cafes much lefs, com- 
pared to the conttitutional mifchief wroducaal | 
; Nor is it lefs remarkable, that where the fecon 
| \ dary fymptoms arifing from morbid poifons hay ks 
| been different from the primary ones, how great 
, _ foever the lofs of fubftance may be, it is reflored 
a. cee by granulation. 


AY 
th 


In whatever way, then, the éstsonen fabRance 4 
ofone animal is applied to another, where the cus 
ticle is divided, we find danger Of its producing ul- 
ceration or flough, either of which effettually pre- i 
vents union ; where the contaét is continued, the | e: 
parts might be familiarized to the ftimulus, and ; an 
union might take place by granulations. But this 
can only happen where the life of both is preferved, — 
and whenever fuch is the cafe, the rapidity with — 
which fkinning follows the ceflation of ulceration, © ; 
muft prevent the poffibility of union. Even where — ey. 
: we have traced fungus, followed by granulation, we 

_ have always found it preceded by flough, and in mort 4 
cafes foon covered by a {cab, which continuing till 

the cuticle is formed underneath, would be fff 

cient to prevent the poffibility ot Men: at mutt, 

however, be admitted, that this provifion of na- 

ture, if it really is ‘fuch, cannot be traced with 

Biss? > abfolute certainty beyond ulceration, floughing 
E and immediate fkinning. If fungus takes place, 
and each part prefervesits life, as far as our know. -— 
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; ‘ledge hitherto extends, union may happen from 
“ confequent granulation. But then, we muft admit, 
 contaét for a length of time greater than is ever 
‘likely to take place, and that in neither. fubje& 
-tkinning or fcab preceded granulation. But it 
muft be admitted, that tranfplanted teeth have ap- 
' peared to retain their life, by which it feems to fol- 
low, that under every circumftance this contaét 
does: not prove poifonous. In the cafe related by 
Dr. Lettfom too, it appears that the ftimulus of 
_ the poifon may after a time be fuperfeded by a 
“remedy. But before I enter farther into. this fub- 
_ ject, I could with the fa& of the tooth retaining its 
life to be well eftablifhed. It is well known that 
i fome of them more than two, and even three years 
after they were fuppofed to have retained life and 
acquired ftability, have gradually loofened, and 


with in the original teeth, it is impoffible not to 
_ doubt whether their veffels have ever inofculated 
with thofe of the enclofing gum or focket. - 


“comb, and the tefticle into the abdomen of a hen, 
we re found after death to have veflels communi- 
cating with the furrounding parts. But it has been 
found that the comb is fcarcely fufceptible of the 
ea 7 | Irrita-. 


ae 


: ' A 
without any previous uneafinefs or apparent caries, . 
“dropt out. As thisis different from what we meet. 


Ir istrue that the tooth inferted into the COK= 64) 
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went its ever becoming pendeals 


Pa 
irritation of seairiat poifons,* and though we have 


traced thefe laws on the furface, it does not necef 
farily follow that the fame are obferved in internal | A 


‘cavities. It is not, however, neceflary for me to- 


reconcile every sijesiibnl it is enough that the” on : 
certainty and danger attending the. experiment of 
uniting parts ‘of different animals is fuch as to pre- 


» I was curious to know how Taliacotits, the Cem 


Jebrated nofe-maker of Hudibrattic memory, had 


fucceeded in his attempts. But though the faceti- 
ous poet has given him the credit of cutting nofes 

rom one fubje&, and inferting them in another, he- 
himfelf difclaims it, for many reafons, and among 
the reft, the uncertainty of an agreement between 
the conftitutional chara&ers of the two parties. Pr: 
pretend not to determine what credit is to be given 
to this writer, but certain it is, there is nothing in 
any of the operations he fpeaks of at all inconfilt- 
ent. with the well-known laws of the animal oeco= 


* The Abbé Fontana found that the poifon of the viper 
produced, for the moft part, noefieon the coxcomb when 
applied to it, but fe and inflammation in the gills. 
Fontana on Porfons, vol. 3. This fhows a degree of infenf- 
bili ty in the comb to the irritation of poifons, and we have 
no inftance of morbid poifons producing difeafe without aficét- 
jng the part to which they are applied, 


\ 
i 
: 
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+ De Curtorum Chirurgia, aa at 
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,  Tuus far we have ai traced the poifonous ef- 
i *fe€ts of matter applied from one animal to another 
‘ofthe fame clafs, and when under the influence of 
_ no fpecific difeafe, Where a difeafed attion ex- 
ifts, ifit be not fuch as arifes from an original con- 
formation, it is not to be wondered if fimilar con- 


‘ fequences follow, But it feems very difficult to 


conceive how difeafes, which at prefent never ap- / 


_ pear to originate with the fufferers, { fhould have firft 
q ti rungup. Mr. Hunter, as faras the’obfcurity of 
his language will enable us to judge, feems to con- 


] fome unnatural conneftion. Certain it is, that dif- 


C Ithas not yet been exactly afcertained, what is the 
_ peculiar fituation of the dog, or other rabid ani- 
- ay oED his bite Bes, hydrophobia. — Cer- 


* Alexander Benedictus. — 


+ See Gentleman’s Magazine for November, 1794. 


The 


" jeGture, that the venereal might owe its origin to 


i 
to another, feem to alter many of their properties. 


- The cow-poxis a 1 difeafe well known to the dairy far- 
mers in Gloucefterfhire., The only appearance in 
the animal is a phagedznic ulcer on the teat, with 
‘out any apparent inflammation. When commu- 
nicated to the human, it prodinees, befides ulce~ 
ration inthe hand, aconfiderable tumour of the 
arm, with fymptomatic fever, both which ee 
dy fubfide. What is flill more extraordinary, as” 
far as fa@ts have hitherto been a{certained, the per- q 
fon who has been infe&ed is rendered infenfible to” 
the variolous poifon. . Adi 5 tebe eee ai 

Wuerner any of the morbid poifons, which 
at prefent fo much diminifh the. period of human _ 
life, arofe from fuch caufes, it is impoflible to acy 
certain. It would. be eafy to fugg geft many ar : 
guments that might favour fuch an opinion, de- 
rived from the countries from which fome of hele! : 
poifons are faid to have originated. But as no- 4 
thing fatisfattory can beafcertained, it ismuch more. 3 
to the purpofe to dire& our attention to the laws 
by which every poifon is governed, till an accu- 
mulation of faéis fhall Ub a us to form ational | 
conclufions, : on, 


uty 


OF CARCINOMA AND OTHER LOCAL 
BENISEASES USUALLY CALLED. CAN- 
- CEROUS. tle ge 


4 I HOUGH thefe difeafes may be traced as far 


cer. It may, therefore, be better ave the 
term to its general fenfe, and confider carcinoma 


has hitherto proved beyond the reach of medicine, 
it may be thought of lefs confequence to make 
thefe diftinf@tions. But this want of accuracy has 


medies which muft for ever retard the healing art. 


find very few, ifany, of his cafes fuch but what 
might yield to hemlock, aided in fome inftances 


wd * Or this work I have only feen a tranflation, entitled, 
An Effay on the Medical Nature of Hemlock, &c. Printed 
for N ourfe, 1760. 


back as any corre& annals of medicine, few mo+ 
dern writers have been fo accurate in their defcrip-" 
‘tions as to afcertain exadlly what is ak. can- 


rone divifion. As this, with fome others, 


very much encreafed that fcepticifm regarding re- 


\ hoever takes the trouble of perufing Stork* will” 
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by the diet and reft of an hofpital. Dr. Akenfide,® 
in his account of the effects of fublimate and other 
remedies, in curing cancers, confounds ftcatomay 
carcinoma, ftruma and phagedena. By his lan— 
guage and theory, he feems to derive them all” 
from the fame fource, and fuppofing no difference 
but in degree, conceives all may be cured in their” 
early flage. The fecond volume of the Medical 
Obfervations and Enquiriest, contains a number 
of valuable communications from Edinburgh, on 1 
the cure of phagedznic ulcers by corrofive fubli- 
mate. They all go to prove, that in many cafes | 
this preparation of mercury is preferable to all” 
others: but none of them are fairly referable to 
carcinoma. aM. Goocht has_ alfo feveral ims 
portant cafes of c cancer, fome of hich he was fuc= 4 
cefsful in curing by medicine; but none of thee | 
were true carcinoma. Dr. Rufh, of Philadelphia, | 
gives us fome valuable cafes of cancerous ulcers — 
cured by arfenical preparations,§ but obferves that — 
the fame was never fuccelsful in cancerous breafts ; 
probably the only true carcinomata in which it was” 
attempted. From this confufion of language, the | 
names. 

: * Medical Tranfa€tions, vol. 1. 


+ Medical Obfervations and Enquiries, page 218 aaa feqe . 


t See Gooch’s Work in 3 vol. publifhed by Johnfon, a 


‘ Medical Enquiries and Obfervations by Benjamin Ruth 
page 188, i, 4 


et 
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fees into Pecan, fahadies highly important 
pave been much underval ued, and lome of a 


f have greatly exalperated the difeate, 

4 ‘To avoid ambiguity as much as poffible, I fhall 
. Degin with a defcription of carcinoma. This term 
: “may ferve us for every ftage of the difeafe, by which 
_ we fhall keep clear of thofe of fcirrhus and cancers 
] which I have already fhown have been ufed in too 
” general and undefined a fenfe. In my defcription 
of carcinoma, I fhall be obliged to differ from 
‘ -moftt of our nofologifts, and I fear from fome very 
accurate writers. Scirrhus, or, as 1 would call’ it, 


4 accidental appendages to the difeafe. From ail the 
~ obfervations I have been able to make, aided by 
the preparations I have had accefs to, and even all 


_ the more accurate accounts of authors, it appears 


cafes of true carcinoma, but that it conftitutes its 
character, Celfus, who was no theorift, could 


icarcely mean any thing elfe, when he derives the. 


s mul often have met with hydatids, as his obfervati- 


FF babe y: Cap. 28, Sef. a. 


' Bisken notice of the Seis. ihe to confider them ag 


_ to me, not only that the cift is conftantly found in f 


| difeafe from the liver or {pleent paris, in which he _ 


2 ons ... 
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of thefe hydatids, but neither of them feem to 


heard Mr. Pott remark, that in all truly fier 


. the only appearance of difealfe to confift of fmall 
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ons were fo much confined to othe anatomy © 
brutes. Dr. Monro and Mr. Gooch take notice a 


confider them as conftituting the difeafe. I have 


hous tefticles, how clear foever the pena 
cord may remain, he had never failed to find 
a fluid in fome part of the tefticle. The fame | 
may be remarked of fome difeafed breatfts, stb 
ed by Mr. Fearon, for which the operation was | 
performed very early: and in converfation, that 
gentleman has affured me, he has often found 


cifts filled with a fluid of different corfiple Bite 
fome of them apparently containing matter. I can 4 
fay precifely the fame from my own obfervation, 
but it is more fatisfa€tory to have the authority of, 
others. Mr. Hunter fpoke of thefe cilts as cancer= 
ous hydatids, but whether as forming the difeafe, 
J am unwilling to determine from my notes. 


In what manner or from what caufe thefe hy- ‘. 
datids firft arife, is beyond the prefent ftate of {ci- oq 
ence to determine. When they are formed, they : 
have the property of encreafing in different degrees | 
from caufes equally beyond our knowledge. i a 
appears, alfo, either that their number augments, j 
or that fome which were altogether imper ceptible 
to the touch, and the patierit’s fenfation, encreafe in ; 


fuch 
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“ich a-degree as tcf equal the fize of the largeft. 
_ This enlargement of a foreign body i in a folid fub. 
- flance, and fo extremely fenfible as the breaft, can- 
“not but be attended with intenfe pain, and fre- 
quent inflammation. The increafe of the cifts is 
¢ not towards the furface, like matter in 4 common 
id Ps cets; but in every direétion. Another peculia- 
_ rity inthis difeafe is a difpofition to fungate be- 
fore the fkin is broken: This is generally to’ be 
-_difcovered in a certain degree in breafts that have 
been amputated before ulceration, But if the dif 
eafe is fuffered to procecd till the fkin ulcerates, 
the ufual appearance isa fungus, which being no 
longer confined, very foon grows, fometimes to a 
confiderable extent beyond the lips of the ‘ulcer. 
It appears as if its previous confinement ¢ gave it a 
hardnefs unufual for fubflances of this kind. 
leaft I have obferved i in feveral inflances nh 
ence in the firninefs of the fungus, where the fkin 
has been deftroyéed by att of by ulceration. To this 
fungus we are to impute the difcoloration and une. 
qual furface of the {kin which preceded ulceration? 
4 Sucui is the progrefs of the ulcerated catcinoma, 
or open caticer as it is called, when the cifts are 
{mall and deep-feated with a quantity of fungus 
between i them and the furface, Afiét ulceration 
has commenced, the progrefs is extremely uncer. 
tain, depending upon the patient’ s health, the fitu- 
4 M ation 
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flationary for many months, occafronally bleeding, _ 


_ and no other cifls, or fragments of them remain 
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ation of the cifts, their fize, and often on the re>_ 
medies. Sometimes the fungus will remain nearly — 


or difcharging matter of various confiftence, till a 
large cift, or probably {feveral below its bafe,fudden- 
ly burfting, or gradually feparated by ulceration, — 
detach the whole, and expofe- an il-conditioned: — 
furface, confifting partly of the tunics of the cifts. 4 
In other cafes where the cifts have béen nearer the © 
furface, the fungus ulcerating or floughing away In 
various parts, expofes at different periods feveral 
rgundifh. foveolz, apparently filled with ‘floughs,,. | 
but which are nothing more than the cifts with their — 
contents, changed from their original appearance 
to that ofan opake pale, fomewhat refembling half 
diffolvedleather. When any of thefe are expofed,. 
the fungus bed in which they are depofited, feemsto- 
recede frora them by ulceration, and on removing. 
fome fucceeding dreffing, a cleaner furface ap-— 
pears. If this happens near the edges of the ulcer, — 


near; the lips which before were reflected on the 
found fkin, béing forced back by the inereafing” 
fungus, will very foon take a different direttion; and: 
the wound will contra&.* 


THESE areéamongthe appearances ulcerated care : 
cinoma affumes when the hydatids are deep feate A 
; or’ 

* Such appear to have been the ‘eighth and elevent ; 
cafes, related by Stork. Thele- are the only two that a 


2 careful 
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“érfmall. But fometimes it happens, that one or- 
| _ two particularly large, or a clufter of them, extends 
_ “from the furface very deep. When this is the cafe, 
Very foon after the {kin has feparated, a confider- 
able evacuation of fluid follows, as defcribed by 
Dr. Monro,* ot a perpetualdripping, which will laft 
till all the. hydatids expofed by the opening’are 
evacuated. Even thenitfeems doubtful whetherthe 
diftillation is not kept up from the fides of the cifts, 
_as it fometimes continues for a confiderable length 
of time, and in great quantities. This evacuation 
of the cift or cifts, very much relieves the patient, 
without rendering the breaft at all flaccid, but pro- 
ducinga moit ghaftly cavern of an irregular furface, 
lined in many places with the tunics of hydatids, 
and emitting a very peculiar fmell. In the mean 
while the edges, as far as they are free from hyda- 
tids, makean attemptat granulating, which produces 
an exuberance of fungus that refle@ts the fkin back 
in fuch a manner that it may be almoft faid to curl, 


careful reader will be able to fatisfy himfelf were true carci« 
nomata. The fecond and fourth were certainly fufpicious, 
but in the former we evidently deteé& a {crofulous habit ; in 
phe latter, the collapfing of the breaft, after a copious dif. 
charge of matter, gives us no other idea than that of come 
mon abfceis. How much is it to be regretted, that a phy- 
fician, who has enriched the Pharmacopea with fo valuable 
a remedy, fhould have loft any part of: his reputation by 
withholding his other unfuccefsful cafes, 
* Medical Effays, vol. 5, page 339. 
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_ In this defcription I have, confined m yielf to the 
appearance of the difeafe in the breaft, becaufe we 
fee it here on the largeft {cale. In other parts of 
the body too I have not had the fame opportunity 
of tracing all the different ftages. When carcino- 
ma attacks the teftis, the difeafe is either extirpat- 
ed in time, or if the fpermatic chord is affeéted, 
foon puts a ‘period to the paticnt’s fuffering. 
Mean while the interpofition of the fcrotum 
prevents external ulceration till a very late pe- 
riod. The reader will meet with fome cafes of 


‘this kind related by Turner,* under the title of 


Hernia Carnofa. Le Drant has alfo fome well 
marked cafes of cancerous lip, which may be 
eafily diflinguifhed from a fteatoma extirpated 


swith fuccefs.t Im the former. carcinoma was 


marked by the previous flow enlargement, 
fanious difcharge, fubfequent excavation an fun- 
gus, as diftinftlyas can be expeéted, where the con- 
tents of the tumour are not defcribed, 


Bur in the advanced fage of the difeafe itis 


not eafy to miftake it—ifin the breaft fearcely pol- 


fible. It would be much more to the purpofe, if — 


at an earlier period we could diftinguifh a carci- 
nomatous from a f{crofulous or any other tumour, 


* Turner’s Surgery, vol. 1, page 280 & Seq. . 

+ i pea in Surgery, tranflated, third edition, page 
g8 & feq. f Id. Page 43. 
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But though fome of us are in the habit of pro= 
nouncing boldly on thefe fubjeéts, I fear this readi- 
nefs rather arifes from an incapacity to offer any 
‘fatisfa@tory reafon than from any certainty of the 
fact. It muft be admitted that carcinomatous tu- 


i ‘ mours are ufually harder to the touch and more 
 circumfcribed. That the pain they occafion is in 


fome meafure peculiar, and that the breaft has fer 


the moft part an unufual weightinefs, even for its . 


increafed fize. But there are periods of the dif- 
eafe in which nothing fatisfaGtory can be determin- 
ed, all the fymptoms not being prefent ; while in 


fome inftances {crofulous tumours afflume many of 


them. The changes the breafts undergo, at dif- 
ferent. periods of the conftitution;* and in the ear- 
ly {tages of geftation produce tumours very liable 
to be miftaken for carcinoma. So that if we ex- 


cept the pain, a defcription of which muft be at- 


tended with great uncertainty, I know of nothing 
that can difcriminate early carcinomata from other 
tumours. On account of this uncertainty, the term 
{cirrhus might perhaps be ufeful in a more general, 
fenfe, to denote any circumf{cribed hardnefs, the 
nature of which we are unacquainted with,t 


* Viv. Morgagni De Caufis fed, Morb. Epit, L. Ar- 
ticle 39 et feq. 


+ DiscernereE autem cacoethes quod curationem rece- 


pit, a carcinomate quod non recepit nemo {cire pateft nifi 
pen ypore et experimento, CrELsus, . 
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* In defcribing the more adyanced ftage my obje 
has been not the mere diaghofis of carcinoma, but 
by tracing the feries and feinis of fa&ts to fhow 
the impropriety of confounding fuch a difeafe with — 
many others which will be hereafter enumerated | 
and, if poffible, to lead the reader into fuch an in: 


quiry as may dire& us in the application of reme- 
dies, The firft fuggeflion that will offer ‘itfelf i is, 


are thefe hydatids fimilar to thofe in the cavity of | 


the abdomen? If/ they are different i in themfelves, 


“is their encreaf¢ in fize and number fimilar? 


Hydatids in ‘the abdomen grow more rapidly, 
multiply fafter, and perhaps run through their 
flages quicker) But, befides that, there are pro~ 
bably varieties in thefe, as we find there are in 
cancerous hydatids, while we confefs. our igno- 
rance of th¢ natural hiftory of fuch bodies, we 
muft not pretend to afcertain what contributes moft 
to their increafe. Hydatids i in the liver or fpleen 


produce nd apparent change in ‘them—but other 


foreign bodies will remain’ or pals through the 
fubftance of thofe vifcera, without. ftimulating to 
fuppuratiaa or ulceration.* ‘This difpofition to 
fungate before the {kin is broken, is In great mea- 
cure pectiliar to carcinoma, and is much more 


exuberant in the breaft, than 4 in any other pat 


| 


. 1 leave the reader to determine Hote the cancerous 
tumour defcribed by Morgagni’s Epift. L. 4, originated in a 


Arias of Bo 3 ena multiplying from the thorax | to : Hie axillae 
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I am fearful of fuggelting all that occurs to me. 


this fubje&t; 1 fhall therefore requeft the eaten 
to re-perufe Dr. John Hunter’s valuable paper on 


the fubje& of hydatids, and to bear with me a little 
longer.* It may appear as if there were no con- 


neétion between different cancerous hydatids, like 


what is found in inteftinal ones. But we ought to 


confider the carcinomatous breaft not as we {ee it, 
but by comparing it with the found one of the fame 
fubje&. We {fhall then find that the great diftance 
between the hydatids is entirely filled up by the 
fungus which grows after the cift isformed. Intef- 
Hoe hydatids are frequently found contained in 
ene large cif, filled with a fluid in which they float. 
At other times the conneftion feems loofer, and the 
multiplication to extend without any circumf{crip- 
tion. The latter feems moft commonly the cafe. 
with cancerous hydatids, but unfortunately, though 
this difeafe fo often occurs, we have not a fuf- 
ficient number of defcriptions of the contents. of 
amputated mamma. In the Paris Memoirst we 


_ have however a very exaét account of aclufter of 


2: 
4h 
, 


* 


& 


‘ page 684, 


thefe hydatids in a carcinomatous breaft, which, by 


their compattne[s, appear to have been all contained 


* Tranfaétions of a Society for the Improvement of Me- 
. dical and Chirurgical Knowledge, Article 3d. See alfo Dr, 
Bailie’ s Morbid Anatomy, page 150. 


+ Mem, de l’ Academie Royale de Chirurgie, vol. is 


in 


~ 
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e. a chal cift, and of this opinion feems M. Faget, 


the author of the paper. Perhaps hereafter the fuc~ 3 
cefs of the operation may be eftimated by the pro- 2 
bability of the hydatids being inclofed ina cift, and 


By. the eae of that cyft to the furface. 


THE edith fluid is more varioufly defcribed 


. in ‘carcinomatous than in abdominal hydatids. 


But we have much to learn on this fubje@. It 
is well known that the contents of many of 
them are fimilar. aE fome carcinomatous hy- 
datids appear to contain bloody’ fanies, we mutt 
fatisfy ourfelves that thefe are not filled a fe- 
cond time by ulceration of the furrounding 


fungus. Carcinoma, in its early flage, or feir- 
rhus ftate, it is fuppofed may be cured; but 


we have no reafon to fuppofe we have any re- 
medies againft abdominal hydatids. Let us firft 
afcertain what can be done for true carcinoma 


in any ftate. Mr. Fearon has propofed a very 
rational, and doubtlefs, in many refpeats, fuccefsful. 


pradiice, for indurations of the mamme, in their 


carly flage.* It does that gentleman no fmall honor 


that his cafes are fo few and well related, and i is 


{ufficient to convince us that his obje@ was the 


inquiry after truth, and not the mere recommen- 
dation of a pragtice’ in a great meafure his own. 
But all the cafes are not fuch as would generally 


* Effay on Cancers, page 57 and feq. h 
Vices | pave 


* 
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‘ ‘other remedy*. 


_ But hydatids- are foi in other parts of the 
y body befides the vifcera, without producing can- 
cer. I fhall not be expeéted ‘Portake notice of 


_incifted tumours, as they are calle d, filled with 2 


regular globules ‘diftinguifhed by the name of 
“y hydatids. The Philofophical Tranfaétions, how- 
4 ever, contain two well marked cafes, one by Tyfon, < 
ft of bydatids, found ina large cift, extending from 
: the occiput to the fcapula: the other by Watfon,t 
of aclufter, that efcaped from the uterus. Before 
‘ iI undertake to reconcile thefe phenomena with the 
‘opinion I have ventured to bring forward, let me 
beg the ‘yeader will permit me to fubmit the fol. 
: jowing inferences from the authorities hin 3h pro- 
a duced: Bt 


. 


_ aft. By the cafe mentioned in the Paris Memoirs, 
‘ ‘confined ina cift, fo that how great foever their 


5 ‘that ent: as iSite as it remains entire, That i in this 


* Id, page 10: 
t Philof, Aiantac, ose XXY, Page ag4de t Rid. vol, ie. Tile 
cafe, 


i have been confidered as cancerous, and Ris own 
importunate advice in favour of early amputation, 
q proves his opinion of the precarioufnels of any 


; -glary kind of fluid, but containing none of thofe. 


it appears that carcinomatous hydatids may be 


i ‘multiplication may be, it can only tend to encreafe 


gale, as ua as we can judge, the fungus is confined : 


ee 
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to the fpace between the cif@ and the furface of — 


the fkin. Hence if the cit were immediately, _ 
under the fkin, we might expe@ its increafe to 
produce no other confequence than a dilatation of 
the fkin. _ Tyfon’s cafe feems of this kind.* Im; 


mediately on opening the fkin, innumerable hy- 


datids rufhed out, {winning in a thickifh liquor. 
' But at the root of the tumour, which from the 


fituation of the latter, muft have been nearthe 


ne er aie 


furface of the fkin, there was a large fungus [far- . 
’ coma] which was deftroyed by efcarotics. The — 


wound readily heated. *Tis to be regretted we. 


have no account how long this or M, Faget’s cafe 


continued well. 


_ Sir W. Watfon’s paper is not lefs remarkable, 
After {welling and tenfion of the abdomen, about 
the period of the ceffation of menftruation, the 
patient was relieved by the efcape of a number of © 


hydatids, per waginam, attached, like grapes, tq 


a {fpongeous fubitance, anfwering the purpofe of a | 
placenta.. After this flatemeps may 1 not be al- 


lowed to afk, 


iff, Hav Tyfon’s hydatid-cift eae fituated 


deeper, lies that defcribed by Faget, fhould we | 
not have found a fungus, between it.and the fin. | 


adly, Hap the hy datids multiplied like Watfon’ S, 


aes } 
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without being confined to a cift, would not this 
fungus have fhown all the appearances we mect with 
‘in true carcinoma? It is fearcely neceffary to add, 

that the hydatids, defcribed by Watfon, wanted 
pothing but to have been generated i ina folid fub- 
tance, inftead of the uterine cavity, to give them 
every property of true carcinomatous hydatids. 

FNor fhould I omit that the refemblance was at 
Jeaft heightened, by fome of them containing bloody 


Tr has been aflumed, perhaps a little too generally, 
‘that blows occafion cancer. But the infignificancy 
of many of thefe injuries, the immenfe | diftance 
of the period, and the very piropulcnt occurrence 
of the difeafe without any fuch ¢aule, are fufficient 
to render it at all times equivocal, efpecially when 
we recolleé& the prevalent, but equally vague opi- 
nion, that a cancer from violence may be more 
-eafily ‘cured than one arifing {pontaneoufly. If 
this ‘conclufion proves any thing, it can only be 
that fuch difeafes are rarely carcinomatous, though 

“confounded with At the fame time this ill- 
founded notion has’ taught almoft every fufferer to 
recolleé’ fome little incident i in her exiftence, which 
| “might have produced a difeafe, the fatality of which 
fhe is too well acquainted with. One objeétion fill 
remains, whether a decifive one, I mutt leave. to the 
me ® Idip. 70... # 
Oe a 


— oe ee ees aE 


s confequences after death. The {tomach, and pro- 
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determination of thofe who have the largeft: oppor= 
tunities of tracing difeafes during life, and their 


bably other parts of the inteftinal canal, are liable 
to carcinoma. 1 fay nothing of the re&tum, be- 
caufe, in thefe cafes, the difeafe finds its way to the 
farface. I fhall not take upon me to determine | 
how far thefe parts are fubjeét to the fame laws as 
govern thofe on the furface. But if we admit, 
from this fingle objection, that carcinomatous hy- 
datids are different from all others ‘difcovered | 
within the cavity of the abdomen or thorax, it 
mut {till remain to -be afcertained whether their 
growth and multiplication depend on the fame 
laws.. It may be faid ‘too, that carcinoma con-- 
taminates the. neighbouring parts’ by the ab-— 
forbent veffels. Wherever inflammation exifts, 
it is well. known ‘the. neighbouring. lymphatics: 
will be affeGied. But it has not always appeared 
that this afleftion has been: carcinomatous. AS 
far as we can judge, thefe hydatids increafe in 
number wherever the texture of the parts allow! 
them the moft room. Thus imthe more advanced 
Mages we find all the cellular fubftance between 
the mamma and axilla partaking ie the difeate. tf 
) 

re has been ied on the fubje€t of the | 
matter difcharged from carcinomatous ulcers. It’ 
has been dae to have a eorrofive quality, by 
: which 


. ’ - 
f 
wd ; yy.) 
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“which the coats of arteries have béen deftroyed, 


Ba éatitity has been applied to account for this,* 
peut the fact Should: firft have «been afcertnined, 


‘ Seb las, eile velo ceil toa dieing ee 
deprived of, its cuticle, or.covered by a thin one, 
cannot admit ofa doubt. Some well authenticated 
fads enable us to form thofe conclufions which 
‘might have been expected. The fluid of the hy- 
datids,+ when limpid, was found to produce no 
other fenfation on the tongue than that of molt 
‘other animal fecretions—namely, a flightly faline 
tafte. The fanies from the ulcer afted like a 
morbid poifon,t producing a phagedenic ulcer. 
Two cafes of this kind, related by Gooch, were 
‘relieved, one by corrofive fublimate, the other 


‘a neither could be true carcinoma. One. of 


_ * MedicaliEflays, Vol. v.-p, 339. ; 

m2. Gooch, Vol, iii. p. 169, -alfo Turner, in his Difeafes of 
the Skin, mentions cafes of this kind. 

. | have 


vand jarge hemorrhages produced. The teft of 


without an operation. It is unneceffary to add | 
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have an inftance of a morbid poifon originating 
‘from an incurable difeaf2, and relieved in the firft 
inftance by mercury, The hufband was abroad, or 
might probably have experienced the fame relie: of, 
That many of the phagedznic ulcers® on the 
lips, which are ufually.called cancerous, are the ef 
fe& of fome morbid poifon I have already hinted 
The fituation renders them fulpicious, from being 
conftantly liable to contaé& with animal matter, and 
the well authenticated cure of fome of them by in- 
ternal remedies or efearoti¢ applications is fuffici- 
ent to diftinguith them from carcinoma, Where 
ulceration procee ds’ very flowly,a thickened circum- 
ference is fometimes formed round ‘it. © This dif. 
fers confiderably from the venereal and the carcit 
fromatous. From the former, by the edges inftead 
of being ulcerated expofing towards the ulcer a 
furface covered by the cuticle. “From the latter, 
by the abfence of that fungus which Shemeitsi he 
Beiuete edge. % 


Crexusus is more accurate than moft writers 1 
his divifion of what may be called local difeafes, 
arifing without violence.t It is not my with ei- 
ther to avail myfelf of his language or divifion. In 
the former it has been my endeavour to vary as 


* Dr. Monro in “Medical Effays as above, 


+ Lis. 5, Cap, 28—que interius corrupta pase cor 
~ porum parte nafcuntur. 


sittle 


a 
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little as pofitble from that in general ufe, and ma- 
_ ny of his divifions| are foreign to my prefent in= 


_ quiries, or have been already anticipated. It’ is’ 


_ impoffible but the attentive reader mutt difeover, 
' under the ‘title of ignis facer, the fecondary ulz 
_ cers of fome morbid poifons. The defcription is 


_ cure is ftill more remarkable—Medicahentum ejus 

| fortiff emum eftyuno die febris, que humorem noxium 
_ abfumat. Inthe cure of fecondary ulcers from mof 
morbid poifons, we have feen that it is quite fuffi- 
"cient to interrupt their aQion by the flighteft degree 
- of mercurial irritation, after which they heal readily, 


at ae 


the conftitution not appearing unequal to the tafk: 


im any but the venereal. Nothing can bear a 

itronger analogy to fuch a remedy than an ephe- 
_meral fever, which would be juft fufficient as im 
the other inflance’ to excite a new a@ion, after 
_ which we might expeét to fee the ulcerations heat 
with a rapidity that might fairly induce Celfus to 
 eall this fever remediwm fortifimuwm. Noy is it 
- any objeétion that Celfus enumerates the foles of 
- the feet as particularly liable to fuch complaints. 
Parts moft expofed are ulually fooneft affe&ted by 
it ‘the fecondary fymptoms rot only of the venereal, 


_ but other morbid poifons. The Roman drefs and 


habits of life rendered, the feet much: expoled, as 
we might have obferved of the ribs on a former occa- 
fhon,*—But this is foreign to our - prefent purpofe. 


» 


* See page So. . 
HERE 


~ too accurate to admit of a doubt, and the mode of 
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Tima e 1s’ only | one other cancer that I fhall { 
detain the reader with, which, from its frequency 4 


and conftant fatality, may well arreft-a medical. 


writer in his careér of »undertaking to inform the q 
world. Of all the calamities to which a fex that q 
feems deflined to fupport the largeft fhare of hu- — 
man mifery is obnoxious; the cancerous uterus is 
the heavieft, This will not, I apprehend, be dif. — 
puted, whether we confider the fituation of the dif- y 
eale, almoft, any one of its attendant fymptoms, or — 
the certainty of a life more wretchedly protraéted 


| than by any means that the ingenuity of Indian — 


torments can boaft. We are ready enough to call — 
the gout opprobrium medicorum; becaufe we know, 1 
in moft inftances, it may be called opprobrium: dit. ] 
vitiarum. But what fhall we fay of a difeafe that — 
is every. day occurring, and the medical progrefs 


of which has hitherto. extended’no further than to. 


confound it with another, which it only refemblés — 
in being painful and inturable ; and to apply rer | 
medies which have derived their reputation from 
curing difeafes different from either? The latter j 
part: of this propofition I truft I have already 
proved. , If the former refted on my own autho — 
rity, I might have only ventured to afk, where aré a 
the cifts, where the fungus, where the increafed — 
{ize in the moft commonvof all the cafes of cans 
cerous uterus. | might afk, do we difcover more 4 
than a floughing phagedenic ulcer, with thickened. q 

y hard 


“$i 
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hard lips, which flowly deftroys that organ and all 


the neighbouring (parts, till-the kindeft of phyfi« 


/cians puts a period to the difeafe and. the patient’s 
-fufferings. 


THaT.true Carcinoma may attack the uterus as 


~ -well.as any other part, is a pofition I fhall not at- 


tempt to deny ; but that the above, the moft com- 
mon {pecies of what is called cancerous uterus is 
improperly confounded with the difeafe in the 
breaft, is a remark for which I was firft indebted 
to Mr. Hunter. While I.am ready to admit, that 


a partiality I take no pains to conceal, may have 
warped my judgment, without my being aware of 


it, I am at the fame time ready to confefs the tri- 
umph I feel, in being able to introduce my maf- 


ter infuch refpe€lable company. A writer,* whom 
he couid only know by name, but with whofe 


works every phyfician praétifing in London muft 
be well acquainted, takes fome pains to correét 
this error, which exifted in his time; and Mor- 


gagni defcribes two cafes, in one of which this ulcer 
had committed its ufual ravages on the Cervix, 


f in the other it had extended to the neighbouring 


Barts, while the reft of the uterus was found.t 


= Areteus, aR: xi, 


+ De Cauis & Sedib:s Morborum Epitfle xlvii. 8, “& 


- -Exxix, 33. 


N ifs Bur 


got 
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va 


Bur neither a Hunter, an Areteeus, or a Mot= 
gagni, is any authority for a plain matter-of fat, — 


on which any one may fatisfy himfelf. It muft 


therefore depend on the obfervations of thofe who p 
have the beft opportunities of feeing fuch appear- 


ances. Dr. Bailie* fhould fiand among the fore- 
mofi of thefe; and from the general accuracy of 


his deferiptions, and the univerfality of his engui- 


ries, we might expeét a folution of this important 
difficulty. Strengthened, however, as 1 feel my- 
felf by fuch authorities, I fhall not feruple to fay, 


‘that his account of the difeafes of this. important 


vifcus is much too fhort and confufed. That if 


the feG&tion of the cancerous uterus does fometimes 
-exbibit an appearance fimilar to other parts in what 
is called a fcirrhous ftate, this is neither a necefla- 


ry nor the moft common attendant on the’ flough- 


ing phagedena of the cervix ‘and neighbouring 


parts, I had an opportunity of infpe@ling in one 
winter the uteri of four women, who died of the 
complaint, and none of them exhibited the leaft 
appearance of difeafe a quarter of an inch 
beyond the ulcer. None of them appeared 


enlarged, nor was there any ‘ whitifh firm fub- 


“ ftance, interfetted by flrong membranous divi- 


“ fions.”’ In the melancholy colle&ion preferved 
by Dr. Lowder, few appear enlarged, and of thefe 
very | 


* Morbid Anatomy, p. 245. 
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ny 


vary ft beyond the fize that this uncertain vifcus 
_ often exhibits in a, found ftate. 


nes Ir may be faid that parts differently Seiiced 
4 and organized may be expeéted to fhow the fame 
_ difeafe in,a different form. Without waiting to 
E aifpure this queftion, let me only be permitted to 
| afk, Is this a fufficient reafon for calling two dif- 
eafes the fame; when they, only, refemble each 
other in thofe points, which fhould teach us to 
redouble our, induftry 1 in dete@ing the peculiarities 
of each? There is, indeed, one part of the de- 
feription of either, that is, by general confent, 
common to both ; ‘Ineed not add their conftant 
fatality. . It would be to little purpofe to deplore the 
. infufficiency of our art; or to accule the induftry 
_. ofits profeffors. Caules can only produce their 
-effeéts ; and perhaps the valt ftorehoufes of nature 
may not contain more than a palliative. for thefe 
_ devoted fufferers. But when we confider the 
“flow progrefs of the maladies, the frequency with 
which they occur, and the ample opportunitics 
‘ fome of us poffels of deteGing every Rage and 
om form of them, can.we fay thefe opportunities have 
been improved with an indufiry propo ortioned to 
the Sononitele of the objea, and the facrednefs of 
the fanftions we proféfs to be engaged: in? If 
: _temedies have been unfuccclsfully varied, and 


"> operations proved precarious ; ; na ave we yet marked 
aN g ~ any 


aye 
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any of the cafes by which we'are to judge of thet 4 
probable fuccefs of either ? Have we difcriminated: 
_thofe appearances in the trophies of our difgrace 
“which may teach us to regulate our future praétice,. x 
or in more fuccefsful operations have we learned: { 
“the caufes to which we are to attribute this defirable 4 
“event? Have we yet agreed what isa cancer? Is 
there an author to whom an uninformed ftudent — 
can apply, that will teach him how ‘to diftinguifh: 5 
this moft formidable complaint? and are net the ‘) 
definitions of the prefent day lefs perfpicuous’ and: t 
wider from the mark than the defcription | of a” 
writer who has been two thoufand years before. g 
ust: | Lt 


Pais goodnels 1 no part of wifdom ; that white we 4 
«feck to be wifer, we negleé to be better ? Is it 
* well that the ftudy of phitaathropy i is’ Sai % 
the fchools of philofophy | >? Sueh are the. mie 
of onet who probably emerged from his ftudy tc tor 
wonder that men: did not invariably purfue their 
trueft intereft. If by this'time, he has mixed with! 
thofe who: having completed their refearches are” 
“exchanging them for the commerce of the world, 


will ‘he not ae ers rae no senervan that 
» ‘ 

. Compare the definitions of modern wollte vit the: 
defcription of Celfus. © 


+ See Mr. Young’s Introdu@ion to the Chai ater of, Soo 


crates, Spirit of Athens, page 233. 
e wifey 2°?) 
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“ while we feek to be richer, we negle& to be 
“ wifer?? But let me net feem fullen, while I 


a mean only to Jament the weaknefs of human na- 


ture. Lifes fhort, and our art much too extenfive 


_ for the limitation of our capacities. Objeéts of dif- 


trefs are always painful, and doubly fo where 
they affociate the idea of our inability to offer the 
looked-for relicf. ‘We naturally haften to thofe 


- {cenes which flatter our vanity, and relieve our 


feelings. Perhaps it is beft for moft of us that 


_wedo. The {cope of profeffional enquiry is fuf- 


ficiently extenfive, and the path to fame and 
emolument is not by the intricacies of a labyrinth 


that may be only half explored, when the period 


of our ufefuinefs ceafes. In the midft of our en- 


_ quiries we find ourfelves overtaken with new paf- 
fons, new fears, and new wants: The profpec& 
of old age and penury very early alarms us, or 


views of ambition and aggrandifement prefent 
themfelves ; and at the period when the faculties 
of the mind are the ftrongeft, they too often 


receive a bias fatal to all further improvement. 


: 


Musr then true {cience for ever languifh; or 


“mutt the end be for ever facrificed to the means ? 


Muft that induftry which might be diretted'to the 


_ moft ufeful of arts be wafted on the « filky texture 


*¢ of a flower,” or be confumed in the furnaces of 


the chymift? I mean not to undervalue thofe arts, 


N 3 | which, 


os = : 
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which, while they embellifh life, might contribute 
to foften i its calamities. But i is the fame accuracy 
con{picuous in the difcrimination of difeates, as is 
difplayed in the claffification of plants, or the 
arrangement of foffils? Is the fame patient invef- 
tigation difcoverable ; the fame progreffive im- 
Weep e if to thele confiderations we add 

the fuperior importance of the former, may we 
not be allowed to paule a moment to enquire into 
: this apparent 1 inverfion of the order of things? Pa 


Ir isto little purpofe, pees to dwell on a 


felf-evident propofition—rather let us regret that, 
hitherto, the only practitioners who have profeffed | 


this branch of furgery, exclufiv ely, have not been 
fuch as could difcriminate difeafes with that accu- 
racy which even a regular education does not en- 


able every one to undertake. But what is fill # 


more unfortunate, the fecrecy with ‘which they . 


have condufted their prattice, has prevented be- 


nefit to the world by that accumulation of fats 


from which fome information cannot but re: 


fult. We have indeed to thank Mr. Fearon for 
fome improvements in the operative ‘branch, and k 
for a judicious method of treating tumours at a > 

eriod before their’ true charaéter can be difcover-_ 4 
ed. Dr. Ewart has alfo favoured the world with : 
an account of his fuccefsful manner of treating a F 
cafe, the cure of ie a we can onl y hope may be ; 


x 
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as permanent as the difeafe was indifputably cha- 


-- yaéterized. But how flow, how feeble mutt be the 


. ¥ 
v4 


aids of fuch as are engaged in general practice! 
May we not indulge the hope that the faculty will 
fele€t from among them{elves fome individual, in 
whom integrity, induftry, and accuracy are fo far 
united, that by a life devoted to fuch refearches, 
and the communication of them to a clafs, we 
may at leaft learn the full {cope of the human in- 
telleét in difeafes hitherto deemed incurable ? 


~Wuenevenr this defirable event is accomplifh- 
ed, the following queftions will be no longer mat- 
ters of doubt. 


First, Is the Gait hydatid the firft as of 
carcinoma ? 


aeavies Is there any difference between 


_ abdominal and carcinomatous hydatids, except in 


— 


the flow progrefs of the latter, the number of their 
tunics,t and the contents of fome of them ? 


Tuirpiy, Are carcinomatous hydatids, like 


: thofe ofthe abdomen, divifible into fuch-as mul- 


+ The tunics and contents of carcinomatous hydatids may, 


3 I think, be explained ; the firft by frequent inflammation 


producing ftrata of coagulated lymph, the latter by thefe 


bodies increafing in a fubftance {o fanguiferous as the fungus. 
The tunics of Fagel’s incifted hydatids were thin, and {ome 
ef Watfon’ S were filled with yoy lymph, 


tiply 
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tiply within a cift, and {uch as multiply without any 
circumf{cribed cavity to confine them ? 


Fourtuty, Does the ee an fuccefs of the 
operation for carcinoma depend on the hydatids 
being confined within one common cift; in con-. 
fequence of which, when the tumour is removed, 
no hydatids can be left imperceptiblej to the eye, 
but whofe fubfequent growth and multiplication 
may perpetuate the difeafe ? 


Firtmzty, Where no operation is performed, 
is the period of, the patient’s exiftence to be efti- 
mated by the magnitude of individual hydatids, and, 
the rapidity of their growth j 2 


Sixtuiy, Have thefe hydatids a life indepens 
dent of the fubjeét i in which they grow, excepting 
as parafites: p ay ope 


SEVENTHLY, If fey fhould the means oj astute 


where qn operation ig not fubmitted to; be di rect 
ed to. the extinGion of that life, with as little in- 
jury as poflible | to the patient's health { ALAS 


Ercutuy, If hydatids poffefs the ce uae 


of vitality during their tranfparent fate, and their» 


opacity is the effeét of the lofs of that principle, 
would they not in the latier flage flimulate the 

parts int which they are fituated to ‘uppurdation, as 
we find the cale with the guinea-worm when dead! ? 


os Nin THLy 
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Nintruzy, Would not this fuppuration prove 
the deftruGtion of all the neighbouring hydatids ? 
or fhould carcinomatous hydatids produce ah- 


‘forption of the internal coat of the pylorus or car- 


dia, as they do of the liver and fpleen, foas to 
find their way into the cavity of the ftomach, would 
not this be equally deftructive to them? 


TrntHuty, May not the fungus generated be- 
tween the hydatids and the furface of the fkin, or 
towards the cavity of the ftomach, be for the pur- 
pofe of preventing fuppuration in one inftance, and 
_abforption in the other? 


I. am aware the boldnefs of thefe queries may. 


fubje&t me tothe charge of rafhnefs in venturing 
‘them to the world. Let it, however, be remem- 
bered they are founded on faéts of which I have 


myfelf been witnefs, though I have thought it a 


tribute due to public opinion to produce authori- 
ties for them all. I have only, therefore, to beg 
that before I am cenfured or ridiculed, all thefe 
authorities may be examined, and that then it may 
be recolle&ted, I am only propofing enquiries, 
without venturing to form theories: and that thefe 
enquiries are direfted to a difeafe, againft which 
all the i improvements of our art have hitherto prov- 
ed Beeenivel. | 


CHAP, 


ie. fee ee 


vee reader who has had the patience to tra- 4 


_ been too obfeure to dire& our refearches. © Though - 


toms enumerated which neyer appeared fince 
‘more authentic documents have been produced ; 


pst* ; 3 fi +86 ‘yy 3 / h 
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COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE THEORIES 
OF DRS. FOART SIMMONS AND SWEDI>_ 
AUR, JOHN HUNTER, MESSRS. FOOT, | 
MOORE; AND BELL, ON THE LAWS 
OF THE VENEREAL VIRUS; WITH 
AN ENQUIRY HOW FAR THE OPINI- 
ONS OF MR. “HUNTER ARE CON- | 
FIRMED BY FACTS ADMITTED BY © 
BOERHAAVE; ASTRUC, AND OTHER, 
WRITERS OF REPUTATION. | 


hae | ’ 


vel with me thus far, need not be informed of the — : 
labour with which my materials have been colle@- _ 
ed. Moft of the difeafes defcribed in thé former — 
fheets have been hitherto little noticed; or con 4 
founded with others, or the defcription of them has © 


this cannot be pleaded of the venereal, yet in the - 


early accounts of it, we have a number of fymp-— 


either becaule men were credulous enough to- -be- 
lieve ; 


‘ - 7 Zz 
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lieve any thing of a difeafe ill afcertained, or be- 
_caufe whatever appearances were uncommon, were 
, afcribed to that caufe. In later days, has the 


- difeafe been marked with that precifion which 


e 4 


might have been expeéted | from the frequency of 
a its appearance, and the ‘immenfe tribe of wri- 
* “ters that have undertaken to inform the world § es 


i 
*« 
e 


Ir would be to little purpofe to dwell on the 

_ range opinions of ancient writers, the inaccuracy 
with which .they confounded the fymptoms, and 
even the feat of the difeafe. Thofe who wifh for 


J information on this fubje& may confult Aftruc, 


- from whom moft of his fucceflors have borrowed 
their authorities. By the kindnefs of Dr. ‘Sims, 


~ in allowing me the full {cope of his library, 
‘J and dire€ting me through it, I have had accefs 


to all the early, writers, till I was wearied with 


fruitlefs refearches, and unfatisfa€tory enquiries. 


N By means of the fame gentleman, and Mr. Wadd’s 


Traas, colleéted by himfelf and the late Dr. Luke 
Wayman, I had alfo an opportunity of feeing many 
of the ‘produétions of a later date. But it is 


‘ hardly credible “how little information is to be 


gained by any. In none between Aftruc and the - 
prefent times oala I difcover a clofe defcription of 
fymptoms, and of the effeéts of remedies, Aftruc 
has certainly great merit as an indultrious invefti- 


: gator, and if he had not been tainted with the 


falfe 


¢ 
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falfe phyfiological reafoning of his days, would have 


done more, From his time almoft to the prefent 


we find nothing added ¢o the pathological know 
edge in this difeafe. In feme of the writers of © 


our own days, if we meet not with a more accu- 
rate defcription of the fymptoms, we have at leaft 
a jufter account of the feat of the difeafe, and 
‘by degrees, a true difcrimination between the two. 
fpecies of it. 
‘ | 

Bur, where publications: are fo numerous, we 

_¢an only feleét thofe which have acquired the 


higheft reputation. Of fuch, before Mr. Hunter's. 


appeared, there are two particularly recommended 


~ 
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by Dr. Cullen, as fo complete in themfelves, as - 
to render many remarks of his own unneceflary. i 


Thefe are Dr. Foart Simmons and Dr. Swediaur. 


The former has written a tract containing many. 


practical remarks, the utility of which cannot be 
doubted by fuch as are acquainted with the au- 


thor’s abilities. Though the concifenefs of the 


work is fuch as to preclude much theoretical reae 
foning, yet there 1s one oblervation on the chancre 
that muft not be overlooked : 


“‘ Objettions have been made to the cure of a 
et chancre by topical applications, on a {uppofition, 
«that if the ulcer is healed by fuch means, the virus 


_“ will be carried iato the blood, and the patient will | 


i of 


; 


ee 


ee se 
“ 
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‘¢ be in danger of conftitutional lues. That this may, 
«and fometimes does happen, I am convinced by 


« feveral ftriking inftances of lues from this fource, 


*¢ that have fallen under my own obfervation: bue 
a 


> ft ‘ J 
~ in thofe cafes, the chancres had been large and 


© fpreading, affording BE picts difeharge of mat- 


ter, and of courfe a confiderable ‘abforbing 


*furface: they had likewife ‘been ‘improperly 
“ healed, and the means of preventing infe@ion 
“had been negle@ted: for the: fact is, thet if we 
“ apply mercurial ointment, -or any other ‘ftimu- 
« Jating or aftringent fubftance, to a fore of this 
“fort, and fo dry it up, we muft inevitably infe& 
“the habit of the patient ; ‘whereas, if the chancre 
“is fmall, and without any confiderable inflarfi- 
* mation, and we touch it repeatedly with the 


_ “lunar cauftie, fo that the fore fhall throw off 
© feyeral floughs, andat length appear clean and 
© difpofed ‘to heal, we, by fuck a procefs, de/troy 
7 “the venereal viras, inftead of repelling at, and 


4 


* in this way, may, in a few days remove an evil 


* which would otherwife, perhaps, be the work of 


_ “ feveral weeks.*’ Now, if at were poffible, by 


 infe@ting the habit, to relieve a part; this reafon- 

a 

ing might be admifftble; or if there were any 
L a Fre . 

- ‘other way of curing a chancre tha by deftroying, 


: “ 
_ * Obfervations on the cure of Gonorrhea, and fome other 


___effefts of the Venereal Virus, fecond edit, page 37. 
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the local venereal aGlion. If we were: poffefied | 
of a topical, remedy that would do this, we fhould — “ 
as effeétually cut off the fource of infeétion, as. a 
if we deftroyed the part by a cauftic! But to me, } 
. the caution againft drying up large. {preading chan a 
eres by the application of mercurial ointment, or 
any other irritating or aftringent fabftance, would 
appear unnecellary; as I never knew it fucceed. : 
But it is not my intention to interfere with praétical ; 
remarks, unlefs immediately conneéted with the — 
theory of the difeafe. , ; 


Dr. Siredinorts g Pra&tical Obfervations” are q 
ona larger fcale.. This gentleman has been ac- ; 
_cufed of anticipating fome of Mr. Hunter’s opis | i 
nions, which he is faid to have colle&ted from bis 
leGtures:. For the credit of his head.as well as his | 4 
heart, I truft the afperfion i is not true. His gene= — 
ral arrangement has fome fimilarity to Mr. Hun- 4 
ter’s, and fome of the praétical remarks are the — 
fame. But when.Mr. Hunter had leétured for fo a 
many years, one may fairly fufpeét that his opi- — 
nions were floating abroad, and imperfeétly col- 
Jeéted by many, who might be unable to trace the | 
origin of their own ideas. ‘Dr. Swediaur’s theory, 
if it can be called fuch, is every where confufed, : 
often inconfiftent with the laws of the animal 7 
économy, and theonly paffage in which I can trace ~ 
“7 analogy with Mr. Hunter, is in his difcrimina-_ 


we 
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tion between the two {pecies of firft local infedtion. 
Here if I could fufpe& him of any thing fo difinge- 


nuous, I might fancy he had a confufed notion of 


Mr. Hunter’s opinions ; in endeavouring to trace 
sy, which he has fallen. into an abfurdity one could 
"hardly, fufpe& a man of common. underftanding 
~ could be. guilty of. ‘ In ninety-nine out of .a 
_ hundred claps, perhaps, (fays he) there is no 
a6 fuch thing as anulcer; but the difeafe is merely 
© a fuperficial eryfepelatous inflammation of the 


- © internal membrane of the urethra.*’ Now, if 


the inflammation were eryfapelatous, it would he 


% extremely difficult to conceive how an ulcer could - 


_ be prevented, in ninety-nine cafes out of a hun- 
idred. The charafteriftic of the eryfapelatous 
_ inflammation, next to its difpofition to fpread, is 
_vefication. The firft is quite contrary to the 
 gonorrhzal inflammation, which is ufually con- 
; fined to a fpecific diftance from the orifice of the 
‘ urethra; and though the fecond is not a neceflary 
attendant on eryfepelas, yet if the inflammation 
_ were of that kind, ulceration from the broken 


j veficles would be a very’ frequent, inftead of _un- | 


4 ‘common confequence. To this paflage we have 
/a note, to teach us that the author’s friend, Di. 
‘Stoll, of Vienna, opened a perfon who died whilf 
- afflidied with blenorrhagia. Mr. Hunter, it 1s welt 


* Pra&tical er any on the Venereal Difeafe, by F. 
' Swediaur, third edit. page 29. 
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“Known, more ‘than, forty \years ago, opened the — 


fame circumftances. * os a 


‘@ why claps do not, like chancres, conftantly pro=_ 
é& duce lues, isthat moft of them, if not ill treated, 


4 ulceration. Hence abforplion cannot eafi ily 


‘this or any other reafon to that part of the public j 


.may perhaps fancy they are the fame:as the: blood 


arethra of two men who were hanged under thé . 
« Bout,” continues Dr. Swediaur; “ the reafor 


« excite only a fuperficial inflammation in the in- 
* ternal membrane of ‘the wrethra, without any — 


«t tghe place; the poifon being owt of the courfe 
messi the circulation:*”? It is not difficult to give 


who never heard of abforbing veflels, and who 


veffels. But a medicalman will afk what necefs: 
fity there is that red blood fhould circulate in a 
part, in order that abforption fhould take place.” 
‘He will alfo recolle&, that fo well is the urethra, 
fupplied with abforbing veffels, thatin a healthy 
ftate, almoft all the mucus that is fecreted, is ab- 
forbed by them. — But ‘this author, like other men. 
who reafon without fa&s, is never at a lofs, and 
furnifhes usin the next page with another and. 
ftill more abfurd caufe, why lues fhould rarely hap- 
pen from blennorrhagia. ‘ As long,” fays he,” 
«© as thismucus is fecreted in (ach abundance, the 


* Id. page 26. . 
* poifon 
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g 
. poifon is inveloped, the urethra defended, and 
a thus the formation of ulcers effe€tually prevent- 
« ed; but if either from the violence of the irrita- 
© tion, or from any other caufe, this fecretion is 
‘« « diminifhed, or if by i improper inje€tions the mu- 
cus be wafhed away, while fome of the poifon 
“ remains; I am of opinion from more than twenty 
“ eA ces which occurred to me, that in nine fuch 
** cafes out of ten, an excoriation or ulceration of 
«the urethra, and fubfequent pox will be as cer- 
“ tainly the confequence as from venereal ulcers in 


‘ any other part of the body.” 


1 re laft limb of this fentence is ingenioufly 
made up of two inferences; one of which would 
be incontrovertible, if the other were proved ; fo 
that, when both are put together, fome readers may 


> fancy them both eftablifhed. If we have venereal 


ulcers in the urethra, no one can doubt but they 
may as well infeé the conftitution, as thofe of any 
other part. The bufinefs, therefore, fhould Be 


to prove the exiftence of ulcers from the caufes 


here affigned, and not by a ftring of inferences, 
originating In an incomprehenfible notion of wafh- 


ing the mucus away from the poifon, to lead us 


to fuppofe every thing proved, when nothing is 


~ ftated. If venereal’ ulcers were to éxift but a 
fhort time in the urethra, without being attended 


to, they muff, as far as we can judge by analogy 
O from 
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from other parts, perforate that thin membrane, | 
and thus their exiftence would be eftablithed be- 


~ °° i ° ° ; : , ! By 
_ gotten Dr. Swediaur’s ingenious reafon, why — 


"pen, by developing the poifon, while he enveloped’ : | 


of writing at all confflent with philofophy or coms. 


" T¥) 


fie, bat 


yond difpute. But this error does not originate’ 
in the, prefent paffage. The reader has not for 


gonorrhea rarely infeéts the fy ftem—becaufe,: 
« where there is no ulcer, the poifon is. out of the - i 
“ circulation.’ If, therefore, the conftitution , is a 
admitted ever to be infeed from gonorrhea, it be- 
came abfolutely neceflary co fabricate an ulcer for — 
that purpofe, and the dottor, bythe ftroke of,a & 


a little fentence in a long paragraph, has taken the © 
eafieflt method of accomplifhing this neceflary © 


Ir we expeé any better information from com= © 
paring this hiftory of the difeafe with the me | 
thod of cure, we. fhall find ourfelves equally — 
difappointed. Here we are told, “ fometimes’ | 
“the poifon feems to be of 2 more exalied ; 
s acrimony, or rather meets with conftitutions of i 
«“ 4 more irritable nature.’’ Is this loofe manner’ | 


mon fenfé? €an it be anratter of fuch indiffer- 
ence, whether the caufe of this ifritation Ts fro ¥ 
the acrimony of the poifon, or the nature of the 
conftitution, as that the expreffions fhould be i 
fynonimous? This is the lefs excufable, becaule ~ 

; the 
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and opium being advifed in one inftance, and the 
procuring an increafed difcharge in the other. 


As unfatisfaetory | is the reafon given. us why we 
have ulcers, fo much more frequently in the glans 
_ penis, than in the urethra. ae Le lays the author, 
‘there was.the fame quantity of mucus between 


, &s of the urethra, we ‘he as feldom meet with 
rf ulcers there.?”* Bat, this is fo far from being 
_. the true ftate of the cafe, that in fome countries 


the inconveniences arifing from the great quantity 
_.. of mucus colleéted on the glans, which even in 


colder climates, is-oftentimes troublefome to men 


_,. who live chafte, 


Arter fome further arguments to fhow that the 


led to what, if I underftand the author, he feems to 
_ confider asa difcovery of hisown.t ‘TI proceed,” 
_ fayshe, “ to the main. point, viz. to prove that local 
-’ & inflammations of the urethra, accompanied: with 
' “running, commonly called gonorrhoea, are not 
% os always, either in men or women, of a venereal 
- nature. This idea firft occurred to me from hav- 
ae i “ing g frequently obferved in ftone-horfes a running 
_ “of this kind;”’ and alfo “in dogsmore frequently.’* 


* Swediaur, 27. i 3 
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the method of cure for the two. is, different; bark 


_.circumcifion has been found neceflary to prevent | 


‘* the prepuce and the glans, as there is in the cavity © 


venereal virus may caufe blenorrhagia, we are next / 
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It is remarkable that this fame obfervation oes 

curred to Dr. Bracken, about fixty years ago 5 . 
and about the fame time to the venerable Daniel 
Turner. Dr. Bracken, from obferving this dif- q 
charge in dogs and horles, draws a conclufion, — 
that “ gonorrheea, or the venereal difeafe,’’ as he q 
ftyles it, “though fo terrible to London appren- 5 
«< tices, that many of our profeffion live very com= — 
‘e fortably upon their gains from this fingle article, ~ 
«‘ is more eafy of cure than drawing of teeth and : 
ar cutting of corns.”’* Daniel Turner too, in the | 
fourth edition of his Syphilis, publifhed fixty, years : 
ago, obferves, «I well’remember a Jean cur, in — 
«the houfe I lived, that was always running ‘after 
«the falt and proud bitches in the ftreets ; being» 
** frequently loft for a week together, would then | : 
‘“ come home witha dripping of purulent matter 
‘« from his penis, which feemed alfo to be attended { 
“with a flranguria, by his perpetual miduritio, ] 
 obfervable in lifting up his leg (as the manner of | 
« the creature is) againft the fteps or door, when he j 
« could do nothing, or only a few drops ; then pre- ” 
‘« fently lying down again, he would gently how!’ 
“ for a few minutes, &c,t | 


THESE, extra€is, concerning poor unfortunate 
falacious cursand {tone horfes, fhow, that though Drv 


* ‘Bracken’s Farriery, vol. 1. 
__ + Syphilis, “page 5. 
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_ Swediaur can trace the hiftory of his own ideas on 


the fubjeét, he has not taken the trouble of tracing ~ 
_ the hiftory of the opinion, Without doubt we muft 
admit his great accuracy in correéting, though 


‘ perhaps not the firft time, the errors of thefe fages, 
- But ftill it feems odd he fhould think it fo necef. 
fary to prove, that in mena difcharge from the 


urethra, with inflammation, is not always venereal. 


When did he ever fee a ftriGure without fuch a 


difcharge ? Did he never read Tiffot? But even 
his own remarks, extracted from Aftruc and 


others, of the Appegalle and the brenning of the 


pyntal, before the venereal was known; or if thefe 
authorities were doubtful, the running of the reins, 
mentioned in the Levitical law, might have fatif- 


_ fied his doubts, faved him much trouble, and a 
_ painful operation, he thought it neceffary to per- 
form on himfelf. Every one who reads the de- 


{cription of his fufferings on this occafion* will 
regret much his overfight, and will be ready to 


-excufe the pique he feems to feel at being fo little 


regarded. “ Thefe fats,” fayshe, “ which I donot 


* “Ir [a folution of cauftic alkali] occafioned a more fe- 
vere pain than I ever xemembered, yet I retained it for very 
_near the {pace of a minute ; when the pain became fo excru- 


: p eiating, that I could bear it no longer. I therefore withdrew 


the fyringe.—I lay down on my fofa, and waited the event 
with patience; but fo violent was the pain, that it was near 
an hour before I was able tomove.”” Swed, Page 39. 


O03 ** recolleét . 
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| 4 
« receltea of having been afcertained by any serge a 
RE ise or after my publication, feem ‘to ie of 

reat importance to mankind in gencral. > We 1 
cannot therefore wonder, if the Jewilhr legiflator 
was fo attentive to them. y 


Ru thefe remarks, which the candid’ pragti- 
tioner will all low are not only jut but obvious, : 
occur in the {pace of three or four pages. il | 
would be tedious to purfue the fubjee through 
the whole volume ; which, in almoft every part, 
where the author undertakes to affign caules, is 
hardly Tefs exceptiohable. In the beginning of 
this work, I took notice of two other paffages which 
mark the haftinefs of this writer, and fhall now 
conclude, for the prefent, with his obfervations on | 
the nature ‘of the virus and its remedy. «The 
“« {malleft particle of this poifon is fufficient to bie 
é& on the moft violent diforder over the whole body. 
“« It feems to fread and diffufe itfelf by a kind. of 
«‘ fermentation and affimilation of matter; and, 
«like other Contagions, it requires fome time, after | 
« being applied to the human body, before it pro- . 
« duces that effect. -Itis not knowh whether it has” 
« different degrees of acrimony and volatility, or 
« whether it is always the fame 1 in its nature, varying 
& * only} with regard to the ee part to whic it 
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(is applied, or according to the different habit and 
* conflitution, or particular idiofyncrafy of the per- 
fon who receives the infe@ion. We know that 
_# mercury pofleffes a certain and {pecific power of 
a deftroying the venereal virus: but we are quite 
© uncertain whetherit aéts by itsfedative, aftringent, 
“or evacuant quality ; or if not, perhaps rather by 
 ** a chemical ele€tive attra&ion, whereby both fub- 
_ “ flancesuniting with one another, are changed into 
{ hae third, which is no more hurtful, but has fome 
q «€ new properties entircly diftin& from thofe which 
‘ s* any of them had before they were united.’’* 


Tuts is driving poft hafte, it muft be acknow- 
_ dedged; but I cannot help arrefting the reader to 
afk if he knows quid ult aut num quid, this * dif- 
i ¢s fufing ytfelf like a fermentation,’ ‘thefe ‘ de- 

a grees of acrimony or volatility,’’ or whether ei- 
g ther of themexift. Refpeéting the fedative afiringent 
i or evacuant qualities of mercury, fome would wilh 
i to afk why other fedatives, aftringents, or eyacuants 
' are not equally fuccefsful; and laftly, as to chemi- 
a cal attra€tion, one fhould at lealt wonder if that 
had any thing to do with the eure; why ever fo 
darge a quantity. of mercury, when it does not pro- 
4 duce a certain effeét en the conftitution, very dif- 
"ferent from either fedative or aftringent, or moft: 


* Swediaur, page g. 


ny’ 
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other evacuants i is not saoiy faccefstul in | forming 
this i innocent t dertium quid i oe | 


we 


} 
\ 


= 


I Come now to confider Mr. Hunter’s treatife q 
on this difeafe, which, while it contains every prac 
tical leffon, guards the reader againft all the obi aam > 
tions that may be made againft the theory, and cona® ; : 
tains no ‘reafoning but what is perfeéily confiftent _ 
with the well known laws of the animal economy, is 
yet for feveral reafons lefs popular thant many ighies | a 
performances. ‘As I before obferved, to compre. , 
hend the demonftration of a propofition* requires — q 
a greater effort of the mind, than to admit what to 
a fuperficial enquirer appears like the folution of | 
a difficulty. Thus, though nothing like fermenta-_ - 
tion has ever been traced in the living body, and — 
affimilation is only a name for a procefs which | 
ought to be defcribed, yet too many readers will 
prefer fueh a hafty manner of efcaping difficulties — 
to the laborious tafk of following a true philofo- 4 
pher, while he traces thofe faéts, their feries and — 
order, by which, and by which ee we can deteGl 
the ay that governs aes | 

ANOTHER great difadvantage i in Mr. Hunter's si 
hook, is the aukwardnefs of his ftyle. From hel 
habit of peared little, and in fome meafure from - 


. "See page 8 °9- 


we 


- the neceffity of ufing ca new language to explain 
a theories entirely new, Aa expreffions are often un- 
a intelligible to thofe who had not the advantage of 
_ having heard his courfe of le€tures. OF this it is 
well known he was fo fenfible, as to requelt 1 the af_ 
q fiftance of his friends before he offered fo large a 
~ work to the public. It isa general remark, that 


4 either of his coadjutors, and requelted him to 
: prepare them for the world, there is no doubt but 
_ we fhould have had'a complete performance. — Ei- 
_ ther of the gentlemen was more than equal to the 
- tafk, and one in particular has given the world ma- 
! ny proofs of the clofenefs of his reafoning and the 
a fluency and corre€inefs of his ftyle. But this ftyle 
’ could never accommodate itfelf to the autlor’s, im 
4 where the manner of reafoning was original, i 

4 might perhaps have ‘ben better to have left ae 
mode of expreffing it to the inventor. If the ob- 
4 jeat was to enable thofé to comprehend the book 
q who were ignorant of Mr. Hunter’s opinions, the 
~ men felefted fhould have been fuch as had been 
4 lefs accuftomed to his converfation: we fhould 
4 not then have had an introdu€tion of only feven 
” pages, in which it is attempted to explain Mr. Hun- 
tér’s peculiar’ opinions on the animal economy, as 
referred to in the work. This fhort introdudtion, 


_ while it may be fuiicient for thofe who know the 
or ae : BANS Soman a opipions 
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it is mucheafier to write one’s felf than to correé&t 
another. Had Mr. Hunter given his opinions to. 


- 


Pec a 
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ing him the full {cope of a language which only 


; ob{curity 4 in many parts, much increafed no doube J 
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opinions before hand, is not only unequal to the 
tafk of explaining them to others, but from its bre- 
wity, cramps the author in many paflages, by refuf- 


could exprefs his. fentiments. The confequence i Is, 


by the different lights in which three men, under . 
different impreflions, might view the fame paflage. 


Bur the greateft inconvenience attending the . 
work is its fize. By including fach a variety 0 
pragtical remarks, many of which axe familiar to 


-€VEI ‘medical reader, the attention which. is apt © 
y 5) ’ | 
q 


to be equally interefted by every part of a long j 
book, grows weary before it arrives at the molt . 
important paffages. Hence, theories entirely new, — 
yet founded on the melt accurate obfervation, and ; 
by which alone the phenomena of the difeafe are 


to be accounted for, are read with as much indif 
ference as recipes for a {welled tefticle, or the 
manner of treating a bubo. | a 

Ir is not eafy to determine what the opinions 
entertained of the difcharge in gonorrhea were, | 
before the diffeétions made by Mr. Hunter in the © 
year1753... The name gives us reafon to fuppofe 4 
the ancients confidered it as the feminal liquor ; 5 
and Aftruc, taking it for granted ‘that fuch was the 4 
cafe, determines, that the feat of the difeafe po i. 


\ 


ah 1¢ inconvenience ait from il defined terms. 


ae a tranflation. of Boerhaave’ s Academical 
elures on the Venereal Difeale, by Mr. Wathen, 
dated: 1763, is a paflage which might lead us to 
{ fuppofe Mr. Hunter’s difcovery as old as the time 
‘of that profeffor. The words are, “ Neither is it 
“ [gonorrhoea] a natural fecretion, but a preterna- 
“tural difcharge of a fingular kind, at firft neither 
“ ‘ excoriating nor eroding the parts, for i in men who 
« have died fuddenly during this diforder, no ulcers 
S were perceived on diffeéiion.” if 1 Say 


As Boerhaave died in the year 1739, it became 
“4 matter of hiftorical enquiry, when thefe pofthu- 
mous leftures, of which I had only a tranflation, 
“were publifhed. For this purpofe I applied to 
_M r. Wathen, mentioning the objeét I had in 
view. The prefent deranged {tate of his library 
" preventing his having accefs to the original, he 
very kindly fatisfied my enquiries as far as me- 
: ‘mory could inftru& him ; the refult of which was, 
“that the date was very little antecedent to that of 
his tranflation. “ But the ‘refources I derived from 
Dr. Sims’s colle€tion, put the matter beyond all 
“ doubt. In an edition publifhed at Gottingen, in 
li sities 17543 core eat before Mr. Hunter’s 
2 Ratt ase 
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difeovery), I find the ulcers. of the urethra | : 
traced with an exaéinefs which men ufually affume- 


when without the incumbrance of faéts they de. 
feribe a creature of their own imagination.* If 4 
there, were any reafon to fufpe& Boerhaave the ; 
author of this work, fome apology might be ne~ ; 
ceffary for thus treating fo refpeétable a name; ‘ 
but the work alluded to is printed after his death, ’ 
and has not even a name of any kind except the : 
bookfeller’s, to fanétion or iprodien it to the i 
world. F 

“fue pamphlet of Gataker, whom Mr. Hunter © 
accules of publifhing a fa& difcovered by. himfelf,t: 
is now before me. Itis dated in the year 1754, — 
and written in an eafy epiftolary flyle, addrefled to ' 
a young fargeon. After fhowing the improbability 
effo much matter being furnifhed by an ulcer in : 


* 5i inveteraverit, fubftantia cellulofa semper lefa crit. a 
Ex ea vero gonorrheea negleéta fuppreffa, male tra€tata vitium q 
proximum elt quod ex di latatione rheumatica, ut rele vocatur, 4 

gonorrhea fimplicis wcera in minimis lacunarum ofculis 
hzreant et ofculorum corruptione exiftant ulcufcula. Duplex — 4 
eit urethre: membrana quorum ofcula inter duplicaturam 4 
yaembrane decurrunt; hinc virus lento gradu primem membra- q 
nam corrumpit donec fecunda quoque erofa lamella per cellu- . 
lofam urethroe fubftantiam fe diffundat et eam expandat, 

‘H. Boerhaave Pra. Academ, de L. V. Gottinge apt 

ik sea Asie LATS. 
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{ ‘the urethra, he illuftrates the idea of mucus by the 
 increafed difcharge from the nofe in catarrh, The 
internal membrane of the eye-lid is alfo faid to have 
- frequently a purulent as well as watery difcharge 
* without ulceration, © That the opinion was then 
» new is probable, by the anfwer publifhed the fol- 
_ towing year by “ George Key, furgeon, author ofa 
© Differtation onthe Effeéts ef Mercury on Hu- 
_ ** man Bodies inthe Cure of the Vencreal Difeafe.’” 
This performance bears no kind of comparifon 
_ with Gataker’s, in ftyle or argument, particularly 
~ the former. But the principal hold the author has 
- of Gataker is in his illuftrations. Had the latter 
~ been ingenuous enough to acknowledge the fources 
_ of his information, in the diffections, by Mr. Hun- 
~ ter, he muft at once have filenced his antagonift, 
by a fa& which could not be contradi@ted. But by 
» withholding this, and incumbering himfelf with the 
~ term mucus for a fubftance which had all the pro- 
'-perties of pus, he gives Key a double advantage 
over him. Firft, it is infifted that’ the difcharge 
- from the nofe is inall refpeéts different from that of 
the urethra; that it is therefore unfairto form any- 
_ analogy between a difeafed part that affords a fub- 
- ftance having all the properties of us, and one 
- from which nothing but mweus ever flows. That in 
the eye-lid the cafe is different, the thick matter 

_ there found muft be admitted to have all the pro- 
_ perties of true pus, and that whenever it appears, 


aid 
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att ulcer always attends it) That a phyfician who: an 
“he well knew, (but whomhe is of courfe under no 
obligation to ‘name, as Gataker’s authorities were 
“ namelefs) had opened the urethra of feveral aerlotid | 
who died of fevers while under gonorrhea, and | 
-dnall had found ulcers. Itis very remarkable how - 
ftrong the attachment remains through life to. words 
and definitions. In ‘this inftance: the matter from 
the urethra 1 is allowed to have all the properties ‘of : 
pus; and by moft authors it is ealled purulent. ‘Dr. j 
Swediaur fancies himfelf extremely ‘ingenious ° in a 
coining a new word, puriform. The fame may. be 
 faid of the fiftula lachrymalis, the difeafe vésbally 
- geferred to by Gataker and Key. The difcharge 
from this was admitted to be pus, till it was difeo- 
_ vered that: no breach of the folids exifted, after” 
which it became mucus. Thus, as Mr. Foot ob-_ 
ferves, the “ definition of the difcharge proves. ihe 
“6 fad ;’? or, In other words, we have no better. 
proof of the faét than our own definition. . But it 
is the bufinefs of philofophy to admit no diftinGtions | 
without real differences. The difcharge from ul. 4 
cers varies as much as that from the urethra, in co-] 
Jour, confiftence, and quantity, and under the 
fame circumftances. When the inflammation is 
great, the difcharge in each is thinner and in great- 
-@ quantity: as the inflammation fubfides, and the 
parts fhow a difpofition to return to their natural | 


- flate, 
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: flate, the quantity leffens ; it grows diel and 
a at ‘length ‘ceales. 


Tue irritation produced by the application of / 


. _ venereal matter produces, like all other irritations, 

& increafed a€tion in the neighbouring veffels. If it 
4 happens ona non-fecreting furface, or one covered 
4 with a cuticle, the effeét will ufually be acolleQion 
__ of athin fluid under the cuticle, forming a puftule. 
__ ¥ this refts any time the confequence will be a lof 
__ of fubftance underneath, from the preffure of the 
_ fluid, and when the cuticle breaks an ulcer appears. 


But if the matter is applied toa fecreting furface 


_ without a cuticle, or where the cuticle is fo' thin as 


to make no refiftance, an increafed and altered fe- 


-eretion follows. One fhould fufpeét this would 


oftener be the cafe on the glans; but here the cu~ 
ticle is fomewhat thicker, by which means a fluid 


ts colleéted under it, a puftule produced, and a con- 


fequent ulcer or chancre formed. 


Ir is probable the fame variety of confequenceg 


follow when variolous or the matter of other mor= 
bid poifons is applied to, or affeéts fecreting, or 


non-fecreting furfaces. We well know in the 


fmall-pox eruption, inftead of puftules in the mouth, 
‘we have commonly a falivation, and Dr: ‘Mead 


tells us of a female convi&, to whom he applied 


Yariolous pus, after the Chinefe manner, up the 


nofrils. 
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noftrils. This girl had the beter ps crap 
like the other conviéts who were inoculated i in the ; 


J 


ufual way, ‘* but fuffered much more than the reft, 
« miferably tormented with fharp pains in her head, 


cc appeared. zi 


mediately on the application of the pus, and. no \ 
have not, however, been able to trace ina fingle j 
author this caufe of the different < appearances of the E 

| \"'difeafe from the nature of the parts before Mr. 7 
Hunter’s time, if we except Dr. Swediaur, and | 
how far he can be faid to have fucceeded, I leave ‘ 


account of a puftule on.the part inoculated. r 


the reader to judge. 


a 


_ that the two difeafes are the fame. I fhall not reca= 


- pitulate all Mr. Hunter’s arguments on.the  fubjeet, 4 


* For this experiment we are indebted to Dr. Mead. a 

It feems to have made no part of the original intention of the 
legiflature, and was not attended to by Maitland, who pub- | 

- lithed an authenticated account of the other fix criminals, on 
whom the prattice wastried, Sec Mead on the Small-poxa 


Big ve 


ve 


«« being immediately after the poifon was applied, | 4 


hand 2. fever, which never left her till the eruptions _ . 
Here we find. fymptoms in many 7 
refpeéls different, from the different fruQure and : 
fun&ion, of the parts; viz. pain coming on im=— 


Bur, though this is a means “ afcertaining 
“the manner in which the fame irritation may 4 
produce two different effects, it does not determine 
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till I come to confider Mr. Bell’s obje@ions. Nor. 
is it neceflary to fay more than what I have anti- 
cipated on the nature of the venereal poifon, and 
the manner in which it produces its effe@s: let 
me only in general obferve, that all the arguments 


are drawn from thofe aétions we fee conftantly 
going forward. in the animal ceconomy; and al- 


though the caufe of thefe is beyond our refearches, 


we can trace the laws by which many of them are 


governed ; the caufes that impede, and the means 


_ of reftoring them, 


From this manner of explaining the difference 
between the two difeafes, it at once appears why 
gonorrheea fhould cure itfelf, and chancre require 
the affiftance of art. Inthe former cafe an irri- 
tation is excited, which, producing no alteration 
in the ftructure of the parts, will gradually fub- 


fide, as they become familiar with, and infenfible 


to, the irritating caufe.. The mode and time of 
this muft, however, depend on the irritability of 
the conftitution, and its fufceptibility of the virus. 
Thus it is ufually obferved to be the moft violent 
the firft time, or when the parts are the moft ful- 


ceptible of the irritation from being unaccuf-. 


tomed to it. But in chancre the cafe is different s 
a-breach is made in the folid parts, which cannot 
be healed, while the venereal ation re mains. 


ae property of this: aétion is to produce other 
Pei & yencreal 
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venereal matter, which irritates the fides of the 
ulcer, and produces the fame ation on parts 
not before irritated. © Hence the {pread of the 


ulcer, till the application of fuch a remedy, as by 


producing a new irritation alters the venereal ac- 
tion. But this new irritation arifing from mer. 
cury is different from the former, in the very 
- circumftance that renders the venereal permanent; 
\ namely, that the irritation is kept up by a fubftance 
which no aétion of the veflels can generate. But 
this has been already taken notice of, when the 
a€tions induced by mercury was confidered. 


Tuoven Mf. Hunter does not exprefsly res 
miark that chancre heals without granulation, yet. 
we may, I think, without ftraining his language, 
infer, that he had obferved what I have ftated as’ 
the law in morbid poifons, viz. that when a lofs 
of fubftance is induced, the parts are fkinned over,’ 


without granulation; or if the granulating procefs 


is attempted, that it is invariably unfuccefsful. 
His words are, “ Chancres, after having their 
‘© venereal taint corrected often become fta- 4 
‘‘tionary-when they become ftationary only, 


‘they may often be cured by touching them 


 flightly with lunar cauftic. They feem to re-_ 


“¢ quire that the furface which had been conta- 


‘“‘minated, or the new fle/h which grew upon that | 


*« furface fhould be either deftroyed or altered before 
“it ean cicatrize; and it is furprifing often how 
c¢ faft 
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q oe faft they will heal after being touched, and pro- 
cs bably, once or twice may be fufficient.”’* °Tis 

- curious to obferve the caution of this accurate 

ee As if not having perfeéily made up his 

q mind-on. the fubjeét, but fatisfied that the new 
_ fubftance could not be called granulation, we find 

_ him fpeaking of it under the general terms of new 

4 | fh, but fuch. as could not cicatrife. . With the 
fame circumfpeétion we hall find him defcribing 
_ the more common modejin which chancres heal. 
_ * When the fore has put on a healthy look, when 
q “the hard bafis is become foft, and it has /hinned 
© over kindly, it may be looked upon as cured.’ 
_-** But, in very large chancres, it may not always 
| “be neceflary to continue the application of mer- 


_ “aétion is juft as foon deftroyed in +a large 
Biss chanere, as in a fmall one ; for every part of the 
' “chancre being equally. affected by mercury, 
) ; is equally eafily cured. But the /Rinning is 
different ; for a large fore istlonger in fkinning 
than a fimaller one. A large chancre, there- 
“ fore, may be deprived of its venereal aétion long 
_. “ before it is fkenned over; but a {mall one may 
«“ probably /kin over before the venereal a€tion is 
a entirely fubdued.’’t Here, though the precife 


4 Hunter’ s Treatife, page ea" 
+ Id. 240. as 
y 4 manner 


_.“ cury till the fore is healed; for the venereal | 


my 
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manner in which chancres heal, is not ceieiy 
pointed out ; yet it muft occur to every reader, 
that in defcribing the moré common mode of ae P 
ing, the terms granulation and cicatrization are 
cautioully avoided, and Ee, is fpoken’ ip but 
fkinning. 


I wave already remarked, that to Mr. Hunter — 
we. owe the well-founded obfervation that fecondary — 
or conftitutional fymptoms will yield earlier to mer-_ 4 
cury than primary ones or chancres.* But what 
we are molt of all indebted to him for, is the in- 7 
duftry and accuracy with which he has traced the _ 
Laws of the poifon, and its remedy throughout 4 
all their ftages local and conftitutional: It is hard-_ 
ly credible how entirely thefe laws were overlook= 
ed till he undertook to inform the world. That — 
the conftitution was fometimes infeed was well — 
known, but this had produced no other reafoning, 
than that fufhcient mercury had not been exhi- a 
bited to eradicate 'fome latent particles. Yet ity 
could not but occur to every praGitioner, that no 
quantity of mercury had in fome inftances been 
fufficient to prevent the re-appearance of the difeafe, _ 
while in others, nothing of the kind had happened, 
though the fuppofed imprudence of the patient had 

* A -lues venerea fhall in many cafes be perfeétly cure : a 
before chancres have made the leaft change. Id, page 2076 


prevented 
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prevented the continuance of the remedy as foon 
as the firft fymptoms had yielded to it. It will, 
however, be found, that every author of eftablifhed 
reputation, has in fome way admitted the difficulty 
of afcertaining when the difeafe is fubdued: and 
ifeach had not unfortunately attempted to account / 
for, before he traced the fa&t with philofophical ex-_ 
aétnefs, it would not have remained for Mr. Hun- 
ter to confer this obligation on mankind. 


Horrman has left nothing exprefsly on the dif- 
eafe, but in feveral’ parts of his works we can fee 
the very confufed idea he entertained of it. In his 
experiments on mineral waters, as quoted by Dr. 
Swan, he imputes its return after being apparently 
fubdued, to certain impurities in the blood, which 
are to be difcharged by the glands of the fkin. 
«< We could,” fays he, € produce numerous inftan- | 


© ces, where, after mercurial falivations, the fymp- 
&€ toms have abated for a feafon, but after a while 
© returned with greater violence, becaufe the taint 


“« was not difcharged ; but part remaining behind, 


_ gradually prevailed and acquired frefh force: 


«© But by nearly the fame courfe of mercurials, and 

« drying deco€tions, together with a proper ufe of 

*¢ warm bathing, the cure has been completed, and 

é* the virulent matter difcharged from its innermoft 

é* feat of the nervous parts.”’* We {hall hereafter 
* Swan’s Sydenham, page 321, note, fecond edition. 
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confider whether this fecond ufe of mercury, after 


the fymptoms fhowed themfelves, would not. have 


a fufficient without the affiftance of bathing. 


Ir is much to be regretted that Sydenham, to 
whofe accutacy we owe fo much in other difeafes, 


fhould have been fo concife on this. Probably he 


had not the fame opportunities of tracing its various 
_ flages. Wecan only colle& from him that the difs 
_ temper was too ftubborn for the phyficians of this 
country, which he imputes to the thicknefs of our 
atmofphere. But whether in this inftance he {poke 
cf the difficulty of curing the difeafe when it fhowed 
itfelf, or of preventing its return, does not appear 
with certainty. . : 


Tiuowucn the leQures I have referred to, have 
fo little title to be confidered as Boerhaave’s, they 
have preferved one part of his theory, namely, that 
the feat of the difeafe is in the fat, the whole of 
which muft be diffolved before the patient can be 
cured.* Even then the author conceives it may 


lurk in the bones, from which mercury will be un-. 


able to diflodge it, for want of having that free cir- 
culation through them which the Joofer texture of 
the cellular membrane admits. He therefore con- 
ceives, that though mercury may occupy the cells 


# Prefatio ad Luifini Aphrodifiacum, LB, 1728, 
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emptied by the corruption of the cancellous and 
_ medullary fat, it will be neceflary to ufe other re- 
 medies to expel the virus entirely. That this is 
his meaning is evident, by comparing the begins 
ning of his preface to Luifinys’s colleétion, with the 
_ paffage quoted by Aftruc. In the introdutory 
a part he acknowledges, that the moft experienced 
phyficians in all other difeafes are mere tyros in 
this, and reproaches himfelf and them with the re. 
appearance of the difeafe in the throat, palate, nofe, 
&c. after they conceived the virus conquered ; 
_ confeffing that they not only knew not when 
they were to expe fuch mifchief, but how to pre- 
r yentit., 


AstRuc, in his remarks on one of thefe paflages, 
has no difficulty in fhowing that Boerhaave was 
milftaken in fuppofing mercury could not cure the 
difeafe in the bones. But for want of completely 
{eeing the intention of the author, he confutes the 
theory, without attempting to remove the difficulty. 
Bogrhaaye’s objeét was, to account for the difeafe 
appearing in the bones after it had been cured in 


the fofter and more fanguiferous parts. By a mer- 
curial friction he found, that he cured all the ve- 
nereal blotches and ulcers that appeared, and 
prevented the return of the difeafe in thefe paris, 
but not in the bones. Hence he conceived, 
that mercury would cure not only the apparent 
-but the latent 1 mifchief in the cellular membrane, 
, P4 but 
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but not in thé bones. “That fuch was lis idea, will 
appear more obvioufly when we dttend to the dif. 

iétion ‘he makes between’ luém dominantem ; ‘et 

#., venerea que latitdnt. ‘Comparing the mem- 
branous ftru€ture of the urethta, on account of the 
fmall quantity of red bldéd that circulates through 
it, to the bones, he fays mercury will not cure go- 
norrheea, though it perfeétly luem co tempore domi- 
‘nantem tollat. Such being the cafe with the pre- 
dominant ftage of the difeafe, he infers the fame may 
happen with the Jaten¢, that is, that though it may 
Jurk in’ every part of the cellular membrane, 
while it appears: only partially, yet mercury will 
entirely expel it, except in the bones, for the rea- — 
fon above mentioned. Unfatisfa€tory as this rea- 
foning may be, we may colleét the following re- 
marks from it: Firft, That Boerhaave made a juft 

\ diftin€tion between the latent and the apparent dif- 
eafe, and even admitted the poffibility of the onere- 
quiring a different treatment from the other: next, 
That he had difcovered that the difeafe, when cured. 
in the fkin, never returned to it without 'a frefh in- _ 
\ fection 5 but that there was no certainty it might : 

not fhow itfelf in the bones, the frequent. occur= | 
rence of which induced him to look for other reme- 
dies befides mercury. However unneceffary this — 
reafoning may be, it is a {trong proof of the clofe- 
nefs of his obfervations, and his defire to be fer- a 
viceable in the profeffion he was engaged in. b: 
Astave z 
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Ast RUC Mi ittles he has eMOGed all thefe diffi- 


culties, by proving that mercury will cure the dif- 
_ eafe in ‘thé bones, as well as in other parts. But | 
4 he is not aware that Boerhaave’s error is to be tac 
ed further back ; and we fhall prefently find that 


_ more fatisfa€tory than the former. He firft proves 
_ it cannot be accounted for by fuppofing the 
- poifon depofited in certain cells; but conceives it 


may be readily explained by the manner in which 


the blood and humours are renewed. ‘ Hence,’ 
- fays he, “ the poifon admitted may be fometimes 


‘* by degrees increafed and multiplied, and fome- 


4 “ times by degrees decreafe and difappear, and 


«* fometimes keep fuch an even tenor, as conftant- 


_ * ly to be renewed in the fame degree.”? 


“ Bur to this purpofe it is requifite that the 


_ * poifon, which is admitted or left behind, fhould 
- “hold fuch meafures in quantity and force, and 
© the blood likewife keep fuch a temper in qua- 
_ * lity, and the manner of its generation, as to 
_ “ permit a renewal of the poifon, but fuch a re- 
' % newal as is conftantly one and the fame, with- 
— © out addition or diminution. For otherwife, if 
_ © the quality of the blood be vitiated by a fever, 
“or any adventitious difeafe, if by errors in diet, 


«* immoderate watchfulnefs, drunkennefs, d&c. 
i © then 


« 


218 TURRET 


_ then. by;the, fame means. as the. blood depame: | 
“* from its.natural . difpofition, the before, latent ; 
oginil poifon will prefently gain g ground, both in quan- — 
We tity.and ftrength, be. reftored to. its natural — 
“ fiercenefs, and, like. another Pandora’s box © 
*<, opened, bring oma: terrible troop of grievous — 


33% 


sf fymptoms, which willend ina manifeft lues.??* 


‘Tuoven ‘this. theory cannot be fatisfa€tory to 54 
any reader of the prefent day, yet it certainly re- 5 
. dounds much to the credit of ‘this as well as the ] 
former author, that he acknowledges himfelf i in- : 
capable of knowing when to expe& the re-appear- 


ance of the. difeafe, “OT how to ‘9 prevent it. 


yet. ce > s/% 


DANIEL ‘Parnes, | ites jike a modern exhibitor, q 
always appears in the*charaéter of a divine and moral ; 
philofopher, as well as a phyfician, acknowledges — 
the great difficulty of afcertaining when a perfon i is 
cured. “Nor,” fays he, “can any man have a any a 
«* other fecurity than the abfence of all the fymp- q 
«toms, which continuing through a ‘double fol- 
« tice, it is to be hoped he will hear no more — 
<< thereof.”’? He concludes, therefore, with ad- 4 
vifing men to chaftity, in the words of a royal apo- — 
theg'matifi, as the only certain preventive ofa difs — 
cafe, the cure of which is fo uncertain, a 


ad iedon gets rid of the queftion like tao n mas 
ny other writers, hy afcribing the fecondary fymp- g 


* Barrowhby’s Tranflation, vol. 1. page 159. q 
toms — 
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_ toms to the negle& or ill treatment of the primary 
ones, without. attempting to teach us how we are to 
a ‘prevent them. Of all the arts of medical quackery, 
this is the moft difgraceful. If indeed there were 
1 a fingle pathological faét that could be brought to 
mathematical precifion, there might be fome apo- 


4 losy for this hair method of reducing ere to a 


P his own words. fv es raul pated taken vw 
: ‘& time, and properly treated, never ‘degenerates 
q «“ into a confirmed lues, fo long as the running 
-& continues to flow freely, neverthelefs it muft be 
 obferved, that how) copious foever the difcharge 
«* may be, if the diforder be ‘totally neglected, 
“ nothing can hinder fome portions of theinfeétious 
“* particles from being taken up by the abforbent 
« lymphatics, and conveyed into the blood.” 


Dr. Swediaur, after exhibiting one of hisufual flou- 
_tifhes, concludes with acknowledging his incapacity 
to determine when thelues is radically exterminated. 


tg Chapman’ s Treatifeon the Venereal Difeafe, p, 212. & Seq. 
« T ad- 
t 


i 
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ee Toadyvanee nothing but what we fee daily con- 

© firmed If we were >in: poffeffion of a remedy, 
_ which having the power of rendering the leaft 
if « ‘particle’ of the venereal virus concealed in the 
<* bedy ative, and thus enable us to difcover its 
« prefence, in‘like manner.as the laadftone difco- - 
* vers the prefence of iron, there would be no. 
« thing néceflary but to adminifter that remedy'the 
“ moment we think the patient had taken mercury 
« enough. I have made fome experiments on this 
« fubyeét; ou the number of faéts are not yet fuf. 
e Belen to’ enable me \to form a _ conclufion.”’ 

‘Win we hdsceot radical ‘ionic’ I with 
not to be accufed of'a ufelefs ferupulofity in afking 
what we mean by the roo¢ of the difeafe. It may 
be anfwered, that though the root of a’difeafe is 
merely ‘a metaphor, it is what every body well 
underftands. © I anfwer) it is what nobody under-_ 
ftands, and the metaphor, whether it leads us aftray — 
or not, at leat fuperfedes our enquiry. We have 
got an exprefion which ferves our purpole, and — 
we fancy that we have defcribed a thing as it is. 
But the author proceeds by another metaphor, of — 
the magnet, to acknowledge, that no means has — 
hitherto been difcovered of Knowing when a pa@ i 
tient is free from fyphilis, and concludes with ob. 
ferving, that he has made fome experiments on : 
the fubje&. Now, what is meant by experiments 


* Swediaur, page 169. a 
| here ?4 


1 
‘y 
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Phebe If he had acknowledged, that in fpite of 
_ the clofeft obfervation of the phenomena of thole 
cafes which had come’ before him, he was fill 
unable to determine when he might afcertain that — 
“a patient is free from fyphilis, we fhould have 
PuriderRoad him, and the enquiry would ftill have 
se open. But it will be’ faid, Dr. Swediaur 
admits this.° 1 acknowledge he does; but it is in 
Such amanner as fhows he had not arranged his 
‘own ideas before he gave them to the public; and 
E etie this was the cafe, appears by another and fimilar 
| plage “As foon as the mercury affeéts the 
‘mouth, we are fure of the moft effential point, 


; viz. of its having entered the mafs, which, as was 
' “before obferved, is a point abfolutely neceflary 
a «© for eradicating! the! poifon.—* Of its having 
& entered the mafs.”  ‘ If that were the point 
to be afcertained, we need only obferve, whether 


it is abforbed during friction, or in giving it by the 
- mouth, whether it runs ae by ftool; and if the 
_ bufinefs were to deftroy the root of the difeafe, 


and mercury had that property, its entering the 
: mafs would be fufficient. But the author is well 
aware this is not enough, for we find him, imme- 


incl after, ufing a different language. “ The 


“< difappearing of internal venereal fymptoms, and 
. © more fo that of external ones, is another not un- 
| “ equivocal fign that mercury has exerted its a€tion 


*¢ on the venereal virus. If venereal ulcers, which 
* Id. page 167, 
** arofe 
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“« arofe from an infe€ted mafs, begin to mend or ) 
heal; if pains or tophus’s of the bones begin to 

s¢ difappear, &c. under the ufe. of mercury, we | 
“are fure of its having entered the mafs, and 
“ removed the effects of the venereal poifon, but — 
“¢ we are not fure of its having eradicated entirely — 
“ all the poifon in the body.”’ | In thefe two fen- : 
tences mercury is faid firft to have exerted its ; 
effets on the venereal virus; fecondly, to have 
removed the effeéts of the venereal varus ; and — 
thirdly, to a€t by rooting the poifon out of the body. 4 
And all this the confequence of the firft error, viz. — 
afcribing that to the a€tion of mercury on the poi- 
fon, which ought to be afcribed to its aétion on the 
conftitution. But all my prefent bufinefs is to. 
fhow that though Dr. Swediaur conceives it poffible, 
by along-continued ufe of mercury, to eradicatethe 
difeafe, as he calls it, or to prevent the re-appear. 
ance of fymptoms after they have been fub- 
dued; yet he acknowledges all his obfervations — 
on the fubjeé& have hitherto proved unfatisfattory. _ 


Mr. Moore, having fewer {cruples, is much 
more decided in his language, but not in the — 
leat more accurate in the arrangement of his F 
ideas. “It appears to me,’’ fays he, ‘* that the © 
“few cafes where the venereal difeafe returns, 
“after a thorough courfe of mercury, may — 


ce be — 


‘AtR Foot. Neg 
*¢ be accounted for'in a much more natural manner, 
“namely, that the: merctiry’ was ftopped’ before 

all the virus was thrown otit of the excretories 
© which it would certainly have been, and ‘the dift 
© eafe quite extirpated, if the medicine had been 
« continued longer.?* This thode ‘of reducing 
"things to a certainty, is certainly very agréeable 
to thofe who are not fond of ¢lofe reafoning. Such 
B aay fancy they can form ah idea of virus circulate 
, und remaining a€tivée for any indefinite time. 
Ls to the extirpation of the difeafe, it is only ano- 
ther branch of the nitrate: and exterminating 
sag , a 


» 


Mk. Jefle Foot, whom I fhall hereafter have 
Fs eeatitin! to confider more particularly, obferves, 
x that if he knew, or could by any divine intuition 
“a know, of a venereal difpofition being formed, 


Ling all that any one can defire, viz. that the difeafe 
‘may appear alter he conceives it cured ; fo that he 
“knows not how to afeertain when the patient is fafe. 
But, by his leétures, publifhed a few years after, 
‘it appears that he has been favoured with this di- 
“vine intuition. His language is a little confufed; 
but if I underftand him, his obje&t is to teach us 
aoe the conftitution is fafe. « If” fays he, « by 


y embracing the part which was the feat of the 


> _ * Effay on Mat. Med, page 275. 
_ “ chancre, 


he could deftroy it by mercury.” This is admit- | 


.“ chancre, the appearance be thin, fo that the fin- 
ger and thumb do almoft meet, the cure may then - 


I «€ thicknefs remain, although it be healed, and if } 
_ « there be a fcale upon the part where the chancre — 
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_« be concluded to be perfeét ; but if a hardnefs and 


“ was, then the cafe muft be deemed as not cured, 
“© and as requiring much more to be done for it. 
« This obfervation cannot be too clofely attended © 
“to; for, depend upon it, a chancre will orc : 
<¢ times heal, and yet the virus will not be « ine 
« guifhed. It mult always be remembered, that 

« the conftitution may be hereafter infeéted,. im 
« confequence of that original inattention and ef- 
«cape of that original infection into the a 
“ tution.’*—In a future edition, perhaps, ‘Mr. 
Foot may explain his meaning; but, at prefent, . 
like other recent divine intuitions, there is a mix~ 

ture of myftery in this bufinefs infcrutable to pro- 


: 
: 
fane readers. Siting ek a 
qi 


Ma. Bell has not thought this peculiarity of 
the difeafe worth his notice. ; 


Ir may be faid, that as it is well known mer= 
cury cures the difeafe, it is of little confequence to” 
enquire whether it is by eradication, or by what _ 
‘other means. I anfwer, if this were uniformly the 
cafe in every inftance, there might be fome apology 
for fuch indolence. But it may be fairly traced from 
the acknowledgment of every writer, and every can-_ ; 

* ¢ 4 
Le&tures, page 413. didi 
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did pra€titioner will admit, that the difeafe does 
fometimes fhow itfelf a fecond, and ‘even a third 
time, though in a different form, after the moft 


careful exhibition of mercury: it furely then be- 
comes us to trace the progrefs of the difeafe and 


remedy. By fuch means’ only can‘we expe to” 


correéi our praétice fo as to prevent the re-appear- 


ance of 'the.difeafe ; or if that cannot be done, to: 


regulate “our treatment aecording to laws which 


can only be’ deteéted by tracing the a€tions induced’ 


by the virtis' and its antidote. It is thé. negleé 


of this that:has led‘us to talk of the poifon floating 


inthe blood :for years,and then fhowing itfelf, as 
it were by.accident.. Though nothing can ‘be 
more ‘‘abfurd than fuch an idea, to thofe who know 
that the) blood, juices, and even the folids, are in 
a’ perpetual ftate of renewal; and alfo that the 


moft deleterious fubftances may, by conftant ap- 
plication, be familiarifed to the conftitution: ° 


yet ‘either this muft be admitted, or that during 
the exiftence of the firft local difeafe, fome parts 
were poifoned from the matter abforbed, and did 
ROS fhow the difeafe til] afterwards. 


ee laft is analogous to what is obferyed of 


q her morbid poifons, which require a certain time 


after the application of infe€tious matter before the 
aétion excited by them can take place. The en- 
quiry then will be—Why were thefe parts not 


Q | cured 


24 oe 
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cured with the firft, which had been longeft infil 
ed; and whetlier an additional quantity of mercux 
ry, given before the appearance of nae 
ing would Have prevented them?) 14) 
Ir cannot, e fill neceflary to remark, that many: 
an our phyfiological. errors, atile — from the loofe~ 
nefs or figuiative ftyle of our language. We talk: 
of the extifpation, extermination, and eradication: 
of a poifon, tillat lat we reafon upon it-as if there: 
were really roots which! we were to deftroy, or at 
leaft a certain quantity of fome fubftance, which 
we have the power of difcharging froin the! fyftem.. 
But what are the proofs of it? If they Operation 
of mercury were to difcharge the virus fromothe: 
body, and fecondary fymptoms arofe from’ particles: 
of virus, which gradually multiplied till the difeafe: 
becomes apparent, the inference muft be, that 
- thefe particles will be: with. greater difficulty: dif-_ 
charged, of the difeafe be» with greater difficulty 
“eradicated, in proportion as a part has been long-» 
eft under its influence, | Hence we fhould,con—» 
clude, that the quantity’. of mercury fufficient to. 
cure the primary fymptoms would be more than 
{ufficient to difchargé’ the virus dépofited in parts 
fo flightly infe&ted as not to have fhown the difeafe. 
But the concurrent teftimony’ of the beft authors 
goes to prove, firft, That the higheft degree’ 6f , 


i 
( mercurial irri tation, or the fulleft exhibition ‘of 
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_ that remedy, is no certain fecurity againft the fe- 
 condary fymptoms of the difeafe. Secondly, Thefe 
_ fecondary fymptoms appear not in the genitals, 
the parts firft infe@ed, but on the fkin, throat, ot 
_ bones, where particles of virus muft have been 
_. depofited later than on the, genitals, and from 
which they fhould confequently be more readily 
removed. Thirdly, when the difeafe does appear 
in its fecondary {tage, it is more readily cured than 
the primary ones were; or if the two forms of the 
difeafe ‘are prefent together, the fecondary fymp- 
toms yield earlier to mercury than primary ones.* 
The firft and fecond of thefe propofitions are ad- 
mitted by all authors; if the third is not taken 
notice of by any one but Mr. Hunter, it arifes 
from the very high degree of mercurial irritation 
which it has been thought neceflary to excite, 
‘order to extirpate the difeafe after its fecond ae 
pearance. ‘The faét, however, has been traced 
in the fecondary fymptoms of fome other morbid 
_poifons, and is not lefs certain in the venereal. 
But without infifting on this for the prefent, we 
may, from the firft and fecond propofitions, draw 
the following inferences: Firft, That mercury 
cures every form of the difeafe obvious to our 
 fenfes ; Secondly, That it does not always prevent 


a, 
-_ 


— > 


Wkteoraes 


* In this ftatement it is hardly neceffary to fay, the bones, 
; from the flownefs of all their a€tions, cannot be included. 
: 
y 
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the difeafe appearing in a part, which it readily. 


‘cures when the difeafed a€tion fhows itfelf: 


HeNncer we may conclude, that mercury will | 
cure thofe fymptoms which it will not prevent, or 
that the difeafe muft have made a certain progrefs — 


before the remedy will cure it.—lI fhall now en- — 
-deavour to fhew that this property of mercury may 
f be traced in the cure of other difeafes arifing from 


morbid poifons, and that mercury is not the only | 


remedy that will” , Prevent the return of a difeafe © 


which it will cure when it does return. ‘When 
we take a view of thofe morbid poifons whofe laws 
we are acquainted with, we fhall not find any of ~ 
them exadtly fimilar to the venereal ; moft of them 
produce a paroxyfm of fever, which, if the con- 
ftitution can ftruggle through, fubfides of itfelf, — 
and all the fymptoms with it. We have, however, . 
traced fome poifons which have many fymptoms — 
very fimilar to the venereal, and which yield to © 
mercury precifely in the manner I have de- ; 
{fcribed the latter. But none of thefe occur fre- — 
quently enough to ‘be accurately traced, except ; 
yaws. This is a difeafe arifing from a morbid — 
poifon, the effets of which gradually fubfide; but 4 
mercury. praduces a confiderable effet on it, If 
given in any ftage it will often fufpend the difeafe ; 
and if its exhibition is delayed tillthe difeafe has 
produced j its full effeét, it will facilitate and haften. 
7 its 
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its cure. ¢ If you falivate your patient before the 
“* yaws are at their height,”’ fays the author quoted 
above, “the beft that you can expeé is, their 
“ appearing again {oon after the falivation is over.”’* 
By this it appears ‘that mercury will fufpend the - 
action of the difeafe at. any time; but that it will 
not cure it till itis arrived at a certain flage. This 
‘is analogous in many refpeéts to what is well known 
of the venereal. The fecondary fymptoms never 
appear while the conftitution is under the mercu-~ 
rial irritation, They are, hpwever, only fuf- 
pended ; for, if the parts are contaminated, foon 
‘after the mercurial irritation is over the difeafe 
will appear, and in this ftage it will readily yield 
_ to'mercury. 


‘Tue intermittent fever is the effe& of a, poi- 
-fon;of fome kind, though it does not produce 
any vifible a&ion but on the whole conftitu- 
tion. Bark is its well known remedy. But it is 
-not yet a determined point, that it will prevent the 
- action, after the difpofition is given.t Before the 
pal : ague 
* Ed. Med. 'Effays, vol..vi. p. 319, Edit. 1771. 
+ A fpace of time intervenes, various indeed, according 
to circumftances, but always fuch as gives room to believe 
that the caufe requires, and a@tually undergoes a modification, 
- before it is capable of producing a fever or a paroxylin of a 
fever. The circumitances ‘conneéted with the approach of 
& . fevers, patticularly the caufe ‘of the difeafe, fo far from pro- 
. ducing the fever immediately when applied to the body, 
M * often lurks for acanfiderable time ig the conftitution, with- 


Org » out 


{ 


| itsa@ion has begun ; and in this flate the bark will 


of the fyftem which refifted the fuccefsful operatioh of the: 3 


fequente paroxyfm fhoule have continued, and then is to 
* 
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ague fhows itfelf by a regular fit, we have frequently 
anomalous fymptoms, under which it is thought 
by fome not advifable to begin the bark; but if it 
is begun, we do not prevent the ague ; the mok “| 
we can do is to render the paroxy{m more regular. 
At this time we may fay, the ague is formed, or 


— 


cure it: But if the ague has been of long con+ 
tinuanee, the difpofition is more fixed; and though 
the ation may be ftopped, the difpofition will re- 
main; and ufually on the eighth or tenth day, 
after being apparently cured, commence its a€tion 
with as much regularity as before. To prevent © 
this the moft expericneed practitioners find it ad- 
vifable, after continuiug the bark previous to the 
period of two fucceeding paroxy{ms, to intermit 
the ufé of it for four or five days.* ‘This brings 
3 them 


eR Ee ee ee ee | 


oe ne 


out perceptibly injuring the Arnie actions of life. Some=~ 
times it gives rife to affeétions which are apparently very it 
, different from their nature. Thus a perfon often languifhes. j 
for days, weeks, or even longer. The indifpofition fude 
denly vanifhes, and the apparent recovery from health-is: 
foon followed by a paroxy{m of regular fever. 
Jackfon on the Fevers of Jamaica, p. 134. 

Burrpine was often found ufeful in particular cafes.—It 

feemed not to be without effe& in removing a certain ftate 


bark. Id. Page 314: 
* Tuer bark is to be continued during the time the fub- q 


be 


4 
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them exaélly to the time above mentioned. By 
this intermiffion, not only is the patient relieved 
of fwallowing what would be ufelefs in the in- 
'. termediate time, but the conflitution is rendered 
- more fufceptible of the effets of the bark. The 
; quantity taken at this latter period feldom fails to 
a prevent the paroxyfm; whereas the fame and much 
more, taken fix days earlier, would have produced 
no effe& whatever. This is the ufual courfe of 
-4ntermittents in Great Britain; but I need not add 
there is an endlefs variety of them. In warm cli- 
mates the difpofition is fometimes fo ftrong, that 
bark will only cure or fufpend the action till a 
change of feafon removes the difpofition. Dr. 
Jackfon, the elegant writer and accurate obferver 
above alluded to, makes this remark of the inter- 
mittents of America. 


«Ir is univerfally known, that the powers of 
bark feldom fail in the cure of intermitting fe- 7 
*‘ vers, when given in fufficient quantity; yet I 
*€ muft alfo obferve, that its virtues do not extend 
“farther than to a temporary fulpenfion of the 


ee ee: 
+ i “et < = ~ — % 7 
red ; . ‘ 2 — 


he repeated in the fame quantity and manner, efpecially if 
any fymptoms of the fit fhould have recurred, provided that 
the paroxy{m has been greatly leflened. The fame meafures 
are to be purfued in the third period,. Afterwards the me- 
\. dicine is to be omitted for four or five days, and then r¢- 
peated for twenty-four hours,—See alfo Dr. Jackfon. 


a 


paroxy{ms 


reat, 
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© paroxyfms. That bark’ does not ‘eliminateoor 


“ defiroy the aétual caufe of tbe ‘difeafe, appears 
“plainly from this fa€t, that'relapfes are’ frequently 
““ the confequences of thofe ‘circumftances ‘which 
“* occafion debility, or which countera&t the effe&ts 
“of this tonic remedy; To which we may add, 
“that though relapfes are often of a differenl type 
«from ‘the: original fever, yet as they ‘generally 
“ happen onan ‘even day frem the'fuppreffion “of | 
** the paroxy{m, there would be little room to doubt 
“that the old complaint again refumes its courfe, 
“ though it probably in the mean time Jofes feveral 
“of its original fymptoms.. It is a fa likewife 
“ which we ought not. to omit mentioning, but 
‘‘ which in general does not feem to-be thuch at- 
* tended to, that fome periods are more remarka- 
‘ble for the relapfe of intermitting fevers than 
“others. I obferved before, that relapfes almoft 
“conftantly happened on the even days. I now | 
‘add, that the moft remarkable of thefe days are 
* the fixth, eighth, twelfth, fourteenth, twentieth, 
“ twenty-fecond, twenty-eighth, and thirtieth. The 
“ fourteenth is-remarkable for relapfes above: all 
*« the others; next to it we may rank the twelfth, 
*¢ twentieth, and twenty-fecond ; unlefs in times, of 
** very prevailing. ficknefs, where the fixth and 
“ eighth often come in for a great fhare. If we 
“take pains to examine the particular circum- 
sf <tee of the patient, and attend to the nature 


‘and 


A 
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q “and debtee ‘of the prevailing epidemic, we may 
; oa be often enabled to form a tolerable ‘conje&ture 


© with fegard to the moft ‘probable ‘period of re- 
q « turn. Having therefore acquired from obferva- 
a - tion fome general ideas of the different propen- 
fities to relapfe, i in different fituations and in dif. 
q “ ferent fubjeéts, I ufually began to give the bark 
_ “in quantity, and to ufe other precautions, on the | 


_ “ fifth day after the fuppreffion of the paroxyfm, 


1 in cafes where Here were the ftrongeft fufpicions 


“of a {peedy return; while this was delayed till 


q - the eleventh, nineteenth, or twenty-feventh, in 


4 « others, in proportion to the different degrees of 


_ © healthinefs. ‘I'his’ pra&tice was continued for 
_ ‘‘ the fpace of three days, or till the jh etal pe- 
e riod’ was palit.’ vain 


ne 


Tue fat, that bark does not eliminate, or, a3 
we might as well fay, exterminate the caufe of the 
B ariteate: is proved with “much perfpicuity by this 


: accurate obferver. But it fuperfedes its a€tion, 
' and the caufe, whatever it is, being no longer pre- 
' fent, the difeafe ceafes. It is true, in thefe cafes 
+ neither the form of the difeafe, nor manner of ex- 
 hibiting the remedy, are ithe fame as in the vene- 
teal. But the analogy holds good in the main 


point. The difeafe is cured fora time, is expeGed 


' to return, and a perfeverance in the remedy at the 


* Jackfon on the Fevers of Jamaica, p.'g26, 
time 
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time of cure is not fufficient to prevent that return. 
If it be faid, that the bark is ftill exhibited before 
the difeafed a&ion fhows itfelf, I anfwer, we have 
hot yet afcertained at what time this action com- 
mences. All phyficians allow before the fhiver- 
ing takes place; and Dr. Jackfon, who experi- 
enced it in his own perfon; dates it earlier than the 
debility. But befides this, the manner of curing 
the ague in the firft inftance was during the ab. 
fence of the paroxfym, It is precifely the fame 
in the fecond. This author alfo remarks, that the 
difeafe on its return has loft many of its original 
fymptoms. The fame has been remarked of the 
fecondary fymptoms of the venereal.* 


Ir in yaws the circumftances are not exaétly 


fimilar to the fecondary appearance of the lues, it 
imuft at lealt be acknowledged they bear the fame 
analogy as the difeafe and remedy do to cach other: 
In truth, there is no difeafe that exactly refembles 
the venereal in all its phenomena, and the manner 
of its cure. But it has, I think, been proved, that 


there are remedies which will cure difeafed ations, — 


and not cure difpofitions to thofe ations. I truft 
alfo this difference will appear no way paradoxical, 


when it is admitted, that mercury never cures but. 


when it excites a peculiar ation in the conftitu-— 


tion, This aétion, the teftimony of our fenfes. 


* See page 104, and Appendix No, II, far 
0 


, 


~ 


é 


_ fhows us, alters the venereal a€tion, and that the 
_ two are never prefent at the fame time. But 
_ though, as I before obferved, we can afcertain the | 
- laws of the aétions of this difeafe and remedy, our 
7 _prefent knowledge does not authorize us to deter- 
_ mine what their laws are before the a€tion of one 
+ of them has become apparent. If it fhould be 
_ faid, that what we call a difpofition muft either be 
q an aétion, or elfe is nothing, I anfwer, this will not 
remove the difficulty; becaufe, if it be an aftion, 
_ it isa different one from that which has been the — 
* fubje& of experiment, and therefore, as in the in- 
- fiance of the bark, with fome fpecies of intermit- 
' tents, or mercury in the earlier flages of the yaws; 
: it is ftill fuch an a€tion as we have not yet afcer- 
_ tained that mercury will cure: and as there is for 
_ the moft part no adion obvious to our fenfes, at 
9 leaft none of thofe local actions which afterwards 
_ fhow themfelves in the fkin, throat, and bones, it 
4 is furely juftifiable to call the then flate of the 
4 parts a di/pofition to take on the difeafed aétzon. 


4 Havine thus far, I hope, cleared the ground, 
_ I fhall proceed to ftate Mr. Hunter’s theory upon 
the difeafe. A theory which, for reafons I cannot 
4 pretend to determine, has been overlooked by 
' many, and mifunderftood by others, who feem to 
: have attended to it. For this reafon perhaps it 
" may appear ina more ftriking light if we attend 


¥¢r 
to 
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to the arguments which have been brought againft 
it by his antagonifts. It has been faid, that “ if 
« mercury, prior to the ation, will not remove the: 


«© difpofition, what reafon have we to give mercury 
internally, during a clap, bubo, or chancres?”’ * 
Without entering into the queftion, whether thefe 
latter fymptoms can be cured without the internal 


rife of mercury or mercurial fritions, I fhall only 


anfwer in Mr. Hunter’s werds, “‘ Mercury hinders 


‘a difpofition from forming, or in other words, — 


« prevents contamination.” ’Tis ftrange Dr. Swe= 


diaur, in his hafte, fhould not fee the difference © 


‘between hindering a difpofition from forming, 
‘whilft the virus is abforbed, and curing that difpofi- . 


tion when it is formed. Nor is this peculiar to the 
venereal. During the prevalence of any epide- 
thic, or of the ague, inhumid fituations, prudent 
people often efcape the contagion by the frequent 
ufe of bark. If this is not uniformly fuccefsful, 


it is univerfally allowed, that thofe who have the 
advantage of better diet more’ commonly efcape _ 
than their poorer neighbours. As I before ob-— 


ferved, this is one of thofe opinions that can never 
be reduced to certainty; we can therefore only 
reafon on the probability of it as far as inferences 
may be drawn from faéts. 


* Swediaur, p. 309. gd edit. 
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: Bur another and, more-common error in thofe 
q who pay a’proper re{peét ta Mr. Hunter’s opinions, 
- ds not diftinguifhing between the difeafed ac- ; 
_ tion having begun in a part, and having produced | 
its full effe€t in that part, | 


-./Mr. Moors, who writes much too rapidly to 
_ do yuftice either to his own abilities or the argu- 
- ments: of others*, runs bolder. into this error than 


# As a proof of this let me tranf{cribe the following paflage, 
which I.the rather prefer, becaufe it is not directed againi{t 
Mr. Hunter. : 

** In allits qualities it [the gluten | very emitit refembles 
ee the folid matter of the body, while in other parts of the 
_ * fluids there is no fuch refemblance.’ te 

“ Here,” fays Mr. Moore, * Dr. Cullen feems to have for- 
gotten, that there is in the feruma portion of matter which 
© coagulates by heat, or by being mixed with ardent fpirits, 
_ * or fpirits of wine, or effential oils, which when coagu- 
_ * lated, refembles the folids as much as the gluten.” [To 
fhow how far Dr. Cullen forgot it, I fhall continue the 
tran{cript a little lower than Mr. Moore has done. } 

“ THEREFORE, this gluten we hold to be the chief part 
- of the fluids; and confidering how much of it is diffufed 
a * among the other fluids, and how much of itis diffolved 
“ in the ferum or ferofty, it is certainly next-to the water, 
«6 the largelt portion of the common mafs.”’ 

; Moore’s Effay on Mat. Med. page 41. 
Mr. Moore, in his hafte, has made no diftinétion between 
the fluids and the parts of the fluids; it is true there are ob- 
{curities in the fubfequent paffage in Cullen, but noman 
fhould be charged with more than he is guilty of. 


* Cullen’s Mat, Med. Vol. 1. page 219. 
3 moft 
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moft of Mr. Hunter’s opponents. “ It is evident,’ 


fays he, ‘that mercury prevents the morbid ef 


_ * feéts of virus which isin the habit but not come — 
** jnto aétion. \. Indeed, af mercury had’ not this _ 
© power it would be of litle ufe. For if every pars — 


** ticle of virus began to produce difeafe before 
« the infeGtion could be expelled, no man once in- 
© feted could ever be’ cured. The conttitution 


« of the {trongeft would be ruined, and his life ter-— 
«* minated before all the particles of virus abforbed ! 


‘* from a chancre or bubo could fucceflively come 
* into action and be deftroyed, by the fame num- 
ee nee of courfes of opeuiagh 


In ftating this evident propofition, either the 
theory of Mr. Hunter, or Mr. Moore’s own — 
fhould have been adhered to; becaufe it certainly 
zs eordent, that if the opinions of the one are applied 
to the theories of the other, the conclufion muft - 


be unfatisfa@ory. But there is nothing in Mr. 
Hunter’s book like the opinions here fattened up=: 


on him: nothing about “ particles of virus coming — 


* into action :’? or even “ articles of virus be- 


¢* ginning to produce difeafe.””, When the venes 


real matter has got into the circulatign, Mr. Hun- 
ter? conceives, to ufe his own language, that i It acts 


on all _ of the body wath equal force. But the — f 


ra Medica, page 274. 
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, parts that receive the difpofition, and’ jnerdands 
' come into action, he divides into two orders : Firft, 
7 the throat, fauces, and fkin : Secondly, the bones. 
if 


P 


which’ they ufually follow ; “but this is not conftant- 
ly the cafe. Sometimes the throat fhows the dif- 
eafe firft, and is cured ; after which it appears in 
] the fkin, » In this cafe the orders may be divided 
into three. The bones have alfo in a few in-+ 
_ flanceés fhown the difeafe firft. But when the dif 
; eafed action has taken place i in one order, the fkin 
for inftance, and has been cured, it never appears | 
_ again in that order of parts from the fame ftock of 
infection. The analogy between the venereal and 
_ other morbid poifons is very remarkable i in this in- 
_ ftance. The part fufceptible of the variolous irri- 
_ tation is the {kin, or the cellular membrane imme- 
' diately under it. And though we cannot prevent 
i _ the action from taking place after the difpofition 
is given, yet we can prevent the full action; that 
is, by evacuants and expofure to cold'we leflen the 
_ number of puftules that would otherwife appear ; 
' yet the fufceptibility for the difeafe is as complete- 
; ly deftroyed as if the full effect had been produced. 
_ In the fame manner, when in the firft inftance the 
- chancre i is cured by 1 remedies applied to the con- 
-ftitution, the difeafe does not fhow itfelf on the ge- 
nitals a fecond time from the fame infection, but 
on the {kin or fauces. Ifno mercury is exhibited, 
Le the. 


: The order in which I have placed them is that 
"4 
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the. blotches will encreafe in number, and: silecniie. | 
| but if the, firft are cured by mercury no frefh ones 
will Appear. But.if the, bones -haye, taken-on the 
difpofition, then, in a given time.after the mercu-_ 
i rial irritation which cured. the fkin, has. ceafed, | the | 
difeafe. will appear.in one or more.of them. If HQ 
attention, is paid to thefe. they will sulcerate, and © 
other hones, if contaminated, will how the difeafe 
likewife ; _but if mercury is exhibited fo.as to cure ; 
the firft, no. others will ever fhow the, difeafe from — 
that ftock of infection, ‘Mr, Moore,. arkliet 
has only. miftaken particles of virus for... orc . 
parts in an infected conftitution, .; If) Ne Gil- 


a? ’ 


chrift’s account be juft, that. the bones are infen- 
fible to the virus of fivyens, we may eafily, account 4 
for the continuance of mercury producing a pers 
fet cure. of that, difeafe, oe Oke at ies remedy is 
nat applied till the fecondary ulcers. have fhown 
themfelves, there is no other order. of Pais for the 


difeale. to.attack, | 


- Ee ee - 
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Tur fe I have now traced is in every re- 4 
fpe& formed on that mode. of conftituting an aXl- — 
om which Sir F rancis Bacon advifes, which he ac- — 
knowledges had not been attempted. in. his days, 4 
and which I will be. bold to fay has. fcarcely been © 
attempted in pathology till Mr. Hunter's. We | 
fhall have occafion, to illuftrate it clofer, by an- — 
fwering fome further objeflions which have been — 

malay ; 
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made to it. But as I truft every difficulty j is now 
cleared, and every objetion anfwered, as far as this 


P {tage of the argument produces either, I fhall con. 


Paes 


clude with refrefhing my reader’s memory by a 
ee recapitulation of the doétrine, 


Dwi. That the matter which produces chancré 
may produce en only. 


SECONDLY, That the matter abforbed from cic 
_ ther circulates with the blood, and is thrown out 
a by the common emunctories - ; but in its progrefs 
may contaminate other parts of the body, and give : 


them a difpofition to a difeafe different from the 
P fir. 


| Turrpty, That when this difpofition is given, 
the difeafed action does not follow till a certain 
. time, which varies according to the conttitution, 
and other circumftances, but never happens while 
the conftitution is under a mercurial irritation. 


, Fourtuty, That when the difpofition has tak- 
' en place, the action may be fufpended by mercu- 
3 ry, but the difpofition will remain, and the action 
fhow itfelf at fome period after the megteusial 3 ir- 
“ritation has ceafed. 


Vierury, That when the action has begun in 
R | an, 


; 
y 
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an order of parts, it may be cured, and will not tea, 
part or the order of parts to which its hg 


turn 
belongs, from the fame ftock of infection. But 


Sixturny, That the difeafed action will takes PJ 


place in another order of parts, if that other order 
has been contaminated ; and in this order it na 
be treated as in the former. 


SEVENTHLY, That when the difeafed action has — 
taken place, and been cured in the part firft infect- 
ed, in the throat and fauces, the fkin, and the bones’ 


or periofteum, the fubject may be faid to be free 


from the difeafe, as far as our knowledge has hi-. 


therto traced it. 


Ercutnyy, That the ufual time of the fkin or | 


fauces taking on the difeafed action is, on a medi- 


um, fix weeks after the mercurial irritation that — 
cured the firft fymptoms has fubfided; in the = 


bones about twice that time, but this period has 


varied like other morbid poifons, and apparently — 
in a greater. proportion: but this has not hither-_ 
to been accurately afcertained, efpecially when 
we take into account the proportionate ratio in the - 


varieties of other morbid poifons. 


I suaxv now take the liberty of flarting an ob- 
jection or twa, not againft Mr, Hunter’s theory, 
becaufe 


- 
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; Feueewtcive years experience, and the concur- 
§ rence of every. practitioner who is weil acqu inted 

with the fubject, and has had opportunity of redu- 
cing it to practice, is fufficient to fatisfy me Pe 
_ truth---but againft a few conceffions which the in- 
- ventor feems to me to have made to former opini- 
ons. The firft of thefe is, that mercury will not 
cure virulent gonorrhcea, That it will not ftop the 
_ difcharge I will readily allow; butcannot feel myfelf 
_ convinced that it will not alter the action of the parts 
_fothat itmay be no longer virulent. Mr, Hunter’s 
"arguments on the fubject are conclufive as to the 
firft point, but the latter cannot be afcertained 
while there is fo great an uncertainty of the nature 
of gonorrhoea. All I have to urge is, that mercu- 
_ ry alters the fecretions of other glands, and where 
it does not cure a venereal ulcer, it alters its action 
fo far as to render it no longer venereal, for we 
find it may be cured by other remedies. This 
point does not therefore appear to me to be redu- 
ced to a law: 


_ My next objetion is to the number he fuppofes 
would receive the fecondary difeale, were it not 
prevented by the exhibition of mercury. I can- 
not help thinking thefe would be much fewer than 
he fatesthem, I have before obferved how many | 
'we fee in hofpitals who muft have laboured for a 
great length of time under the local difeafe, yer 
R 2 | {How 
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fhow no conftitutional fymptoms. In private | 
pra’ thofe on whom they appear ave ufually | 
atten fled very early to the difeafe. One remark-._ 


able inftance -Mr. Cline favours me with, which 
was witneffed by himfelf, another furgeon, now 
living, of high profeffional rank, and Dr. Warren, 
in which a chancre was in the firft inftance cauf- 


-ticated, mercury inftantly exhibited internally, and. : 


continued till it produced an effeét on the mouth. 


Yet in this gentleman the difeafe afterwards fhowed _ 


itfelf: on the fkin. This was cured with ftill more 


caution than before, that is, the ptyalifms, though j 


gentle, were kept up longer; yet at the end of 


about two months after the laft had ceafed the o/fa 
palait took on the difeafe, which foon fpread to — 


the nofe, and before the mercury could arreft it, 


took off a part of each. It muft indeed happen, 


that where ulceration exifts, abforption muft ale 
ways be going on, as the only means of accounting © 


for the lofs of fubftance. If therefore the parts © 


ufually attacked by the fecondary difeafe, are not 
fufceptible of the impreffion of the virus, when 
firft applied to them, it feems unlikely they fhould 
ever be fo afterwards from the fame ftock. It 
is pofible indeed cold, or fome other exciting 
caufe, may induce this fufceptibility ; but this is in 
my opinion not fufficient to authorife us to fuppofe 


fo many would fhow the fecondary fymptoms as 


Mr. Hunter ftates. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Jeffe Foot comes next in the order of 


' time. This gentleman, almoft as foon as Mr. 


Hunter’s treatife appeared, was prepared with an 


anfwer. A few years afterwards, he publifhed a 
courfe of leGures on the fame difeafe. As each 


‘of thefe works contains remarks on Mr. Hunter, 


and alfo opinions of the author’s own, it is ex- 


tremely difficult to feparate them: I fhall there- 


fore take a view of the le&tures and the remarks as 


. they are connected, and then anfwer fome of the 


objections met with in the latter only. 


Tue firft leture, comprifing forty-eight quarto 


pages, is principally confined to Mr. Becket’s Let- 


ters on the Antiquity of the Venereal Difeafe, print- 


_ edinthe Philofophical Tranfa&tions. Thefe are re- 
publithed by Mr. Foot, becaufe, he obferves, the 
Philofophical Tranfaétions “ are in the hands of a 


© few, and therefore difficult to be comeat.” Af. 


truc’s anfwers follow, becaufe they are not inferted 


_ inthe Philofophical Tranfa&ions. The advantage 


of this is, that the readers may fee the whole at one 


view, and become judges for themfelves: fubjoin- 


ed are the moft material extraéts produced by Af- 


~ truc from the early writers ; with medical and hif- 


torical evidence and remarks by Mr. Foot. This 


_ brings us to the 120th page. 


R39 THe 


a 2% ; i 
= 3 evens 
ae eae igh 


vs 


2416 MR. Foot, 


Tue fourth leGture is on the nature and a@ion of 
the venereal virus: the former the author acknow- 
ledges himfelf ignorant of ; the latter, he obferves, 


with Mr. Hunter, depends on the different ftruc- 


ture of the parts. To fhow the fimilarity of their o- 
pinion, I fhall quote Mr. Hunter’s words from Mr. 
Foot’s obfervations, and Mr. Foot’s own from his - 
le€tures. The paflage in the obfervations is as 
foliows: “‘ The Profeflor fays, that general irrita- 
“ tions upon fecreting furfaces endeavour to pro- 

« duce their own deitrution, like a mote in ‘the 
‘6 eye, which, by increafing the fecretion of tears, 
“is itfelf wafhed away.” “ This obfervation,”’ con- 
tinues Mr. Foot, “is very pretty, very obvious, 
« and fhrewd.’* (We fhall fee by the le@ures 
how well Mr. Foot likes it.) ‘“ The urethra, like 
“ every other mucous membrane, the nofe, fau- 
“ ces, and eyes,t &c.”’—** Any little innocent ex- 
“ traneous fubftance faftening on thefe mucous 
“ furfaces, will excite from them an additional dif- 
‘© charge.’ “ When any thing obnoxious ftimu- | 


© Jates them, fuch are diluted away by increafed 


¢* fecretion.’’t ‘Thefe are not the only pafiages in 
which this obvious obfervation is repeated, but as it 
is pretty and /hrewd, as well as obvious, this may 

e an apology for bringing it forward fo often. 


* Obfervations, Part I. page 27. ey 
+ Le€tures, page 125 & feq. 
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I sua not enter into the enquiry, whether go 
‘norrhoea will cure itfelf, becaufe the opinion is too 
general to be called Mr. Hunter’s; the contrary, 
Bs. as held by Mr. Foot, is in the prefent day more 
like a novelty. | 

- ‘Tue next enquiry, which occupies the greater 
part of the leéture, is, whether the matter of gonorr- 
_hoeaand lues is the fame, a queftion which at one 
time was not thought deferving notice: for in the 
« Obfervations’? we have the following remarks. 
- This enquiry he [Mr. Hunter] introduces to 
«* prove, that the poifon is the fame in gonorrhcea 
*« and chancre. I fhould be glad to be informed 
_ by the Profeffor who ever doubted it.’* Again, 
«* To prove that gonorrhcea and chancre arife from 
«‘ the fame poifon, he has made a voyage tothe 
é* South Seas, and, as I before obferved, no one ever 
¢ doubted the fact ! But no fuch inference is to be 
«< drawn from any of the accounts of the ftate of 
© the difeafe, as it was found in the iflands of the 
‘© South Seas.” 

Bur Mr. Hunter’s obje& was to fhow, that 
_ though chancres exift in Otaheite, the difeafe muft 
have been firft carried thither by a gonorrhea, 
~* becaufe,”’ fays he, ¢* it is almoft impoffible to car- 


* Obfervations, page 10 & 13. 
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« ry a chancre fo long a voyage without itsde- 
‘* ftroying the penis.”—It muft at leaft reduce 
it to a fituation not likely to be very mifchievous. 
Though Mr. Foot takes another method of prov-- 
ing the fimilarity of the difcharge, yet his partiality — 
for Mr. Hunter’s opinions will not permit him to 
pafs over the South Sea voyage. But in this, asin _ 
moft other in{tances, unfortunately for. himfelf, his 7 ; 
with to avail himfelf of Mr. Hunter’s arguments, 
and his determination to differ from him, betray _ 
him into fome inconvenience. Yet it is odd how 
exatlly Mr. Foot falls into the fame idea in almoft 
the fame words, only with a little lefs caution. “ If 

“ you afk,” fays he, “ what local fymptoms of the | 
** venereal difeafe retains the longeft power of in- 
** fe€ling. I thall moft certainly anfwer, that it is 
** gonorrhoea; for if it was not this fymptom of the | 
“ venereal difeafe, which laid the foundation of - 
“the genéral difeafe, as it now prevails at Ota- 
“ heite, I know not how otherwife the infe&ion 
“« could have been conveyed by a fhip’s crew to — 
‘* that part.’’*. Now, though this is certainly a 
very fair way of accounting for the difeafe being | 
earricd to Otaheite, it is no proof that this local 
{ymptom retains longeft the power of infe&tion. 


The contrary is more ¢ertainly the truth, becaufe 
the matter of a chancre, as long as it retains its 


Me LeGures, page 197. 
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_chancrous appearance, is always infeftious, while: 
_ that of gonorrhcea ceafes to be fo often before the 
] difcharge ftops. This lecture concludes with thofe 
_ odd opinions of the author, which we have before 
_ given in a note,* and which are to be explained 
4 hereafter. 


Tus fifth le&ture on gonorrhea, after repeating 
_ Mr. Hunter’s very pretty, obvious and fhrewd 
_ obfervation once more, proceeds to the old quef- 
_ tion concerning pus and mucus. The fame argu- 
q ments are repeated, and the proof {till refts with 
" the long quotation from Mr. Pott. In one place 
' we read, “ If the difcharge from a venereal gonorr- 
_ “ hoea be not increafed mucus, becaufe its colour, 
“ fmell, and every other appearance, vary from 
' “mucus, which is fecreted without irritation, it 
_ « does not follow that it fhould be faid to be pus.’’+ 
| Thus far we fee the difcharge is in every appear- 
ance different from mucus. What then does it re- 
femble? We are afterwards informed. “ This 
' “conceit (that the difcharge is pus) muft have 
4 “ originated from tle lowett order of reafoning,from 
3 “ the mere fimilarity of colour of the two fluids.’’t 
; _ Thus much for the difference between the gonorr~ 
q hoeal difcharge and mucus, and for its refem- 
$ _blance. to pus; now for the true difference between 


* See the note in page 26. 
+ Leétures, page 138. t Page 164 et Seq. 
pus 
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_ pus and mucus. “All that ought to be regarded, — 


“im order to point out the difference betwixt pus — 
** and mucus, lies in avery {mall compafs indeed, 

«which is, that increafed difeharge. of mucus can 
“only be found to flow from the furface of mu- — 
* cous membranes and the glands thereof, without j 
* any folution of continuity, but barely as an — 
« increafed fecretion ; whereas pus will be formed — 
* on parts all over the body, where there is a de- 
« ftruétion or folution of parts. This is the exadt i 
« ftate of the cafe.’?*. This propofition, affertion, | 
conclufion, definition, or whatever the fentence 4 
may be called, ts certainly very ftrong,. and only — 
deficient in argument. But if we place the quef- 
tion as fated by Mr, Foot, it amounts to this, ; 
The altered fecretion refembles pus in. fome ape 
pearances, mucus in none. What then. fhall it 
be called ? Bie anfwer is, as we find in the Ob- 
fervations, ** The definition of the difcharge i 
« proves the fatt.”’+ Neither refemblance nor : 
properties have any thing to da with the queftion. 


I sHoOULD weary my reader, as well as my- 
felf, were I to take notice of every other paflage, : 
even as curforily as I have done thefe. For this : 
reafon I fhall not dilpute, whether beeanfe John- 4 
fon defines fympathy to relate to two perfons, it a 
may not, with till more propriety relate to two parts 


* PLC et Seq. t+ See page 19. 


{ 


+ the fame perfon. I fhall alfo pafs over all the 
- lectures on ftri€ture, as not connected with my 

 fubje& ; and for the fame reafon, the pra€tical re- 
; marks on {welled tefticle and bubo. 


_ Irisnota little extraordinary that when I meet 
a ‘with any thing perfe@ly intelligible in Mr. Foot, 
I fhould always fancy myfelf reading John Hunter. 
_ I have already remarked Mr. Hunter’s defcription 
' of the thickened bafe which circumfcribes the 
' ulceration of chancres, and Mr. Foot’s inaccuracy 
in his obje@tion to that defcription.* In his Lec- 
j tures, however, he makes up for his former inat- 
tention. ‘* There 1is,’’ fays he, ‘‘ one fymptom of a 


“ venereal ulcer, which i is common to all, and which 


¥) 


q *¢ is peculiar to a venereal ulcer, that it will be fur~ 
_ **rounded by a thickening of the parts.’ + Atthe | 


_ conclufion of this leéture, the author’s new theory is 
] brought forward, but I fhall referve my remarks on 
| it tillit occurs in its order, and now dire& my read. 
' er’s attention to the Leéture on Buboes. 


\a 
a 


4 Joun Huntrer—* A knowledge of the ab- 
'  forbing fyflem, as it is now eftablifhed, gives us 
_ * confiderable information refpecting many of the 


* See page 78. “ Ulcers are only found out to be venereal 

q gam by fituation or {ufpicion.” Obfervations, part 3, p. 6. 

a + Leftures; page 412, and compare pages 6 and 7 of Ob- 

e fervations, part 3,in which the fame paflage of Mr. Hunter’s 

a is quoted any in order to Produce a palpable contra- 
piciction. 

“ effeéts 
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* effeéts a poifons,. and illuftrates feveral fanned 
& tom$ of the venereab difeafe ; in’ ‘particular, the q 
« formation: of buboes.—The difcovery of the — 
“lymphatics being a fyftem of abforbents, has q 


«‘ thrown more light on many difeafes than the dif- a 
‘© covery of the circulation of the blood.—It leads 
sin many cafes dirc@ly to the caufe of the dif- 
ealer a 
Mr. Foor—* From the acquired knowledge 
« which has been fo eminently difplayed by more a 
« ancient anatomifts, and from the additional ac- q 
“‘ qdirements which have been obtained by the in- 4 
** genious and indefatigable labours of more mo- ig 
« dern anatomiffs, a more accurate comprehenfion q 
“of the courfe, diftribution, and terminations of 4 
« the abforbent or lymphatic fyftem in the human q 
* body, has proved of the utmoft importance in 4 
‘the fludy of the animal ceconomy, and in the 4 
“ praGice of furgery. The true caufe of bubs; 4 
« as referable to venereal infe@tion, has been fince — 
« rightly. defined, and properly underftood, and — 
“ more efpecially fince the lymphatics have heen a a 
proved to be a fyllem of abforbing veffels. Sur- 7 
«‘ seons and medical profeffors, who have fince 
** written on the venereal difeafe, have availed 
“* themfelves of thts newly promulgated difcovery, 
«and additional light is thrown into their the. a 
© ory? + 4 
4 Treatife 2 


“+ Le@ures 4 38. 
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pn Su reader will perhaps fuppofe by this fimila- 
rity of language and fentiment, that Mr. Foot is 


a arguments of his own; but unfortunately for-him- 
- felf, he feems to think it his duty to differ from him, 
| As Mr. Hunter remarks, that Aftruc was ignorant 
] - of the lymphatic veflels being abforbents; Mr. 
_ Foot fancies he anfwers him, by afcertaining that 
_ Aftruc was not ignorant of the lymphatics. . After, 
_ therefore, expreffing the obligations we owe Aftruc 
for colleéting all the early accounts of the difeafe, 
__and, he fhould have added, enabling him to fil 

hundred quarto pages, Mr. Foot adds, “ We feel 
 “ ourfelves impelled by gratitude towards Aftruc, 
«and as Mr. Hunter has chofen to produce quo- 
* tations from Aftruc to prove he knew nothing of 
_ **the lymphatic fyftem-—~—.”?* Mr. Hunter ne- 
yer hints Aftruc’s ignorance. of the lymphatic fe- 


being the abforbing fy{tem. 


* Tue only st to afcertain what Heat knew,’ 


© for the profeffor pofitively, but I will prove 
_ ‘ falfely, fays, ‘* That his ideas are become unintel- 
« ligible.’” Nothing-can be fairer than fuch a 
propofal ; let me therefore tran{cribe his account 
of the caufe of bubo, as tranflated by Bar- 


 rowby. 
e : * Let. page 441. 
. CAUSES 


_ going to confirm Mr. Hunter’s opinions by frefh 


ries of veffels; but that he knew nothing of their | 


continues Mr. Foot, ‘ is by what he has written, 
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CAUSES OF BUBOES. 


“Tue inguinal glands cannot be enlarged after 


impure coition, and indurated into a bubo, unlefs 
«the lymph, which is conveyed to them from the 
“ neighbouring parts, as to a common refervoir, and 
* ought to flow through their cells or veficles, in 
“ order to be carried off again, fhall ftagnate there 


‘‘and be accumulated in them. But the lymph > 


*¢ cannot flagnate and be accumulated in the ingui- 
“ nal glands, unlefs it fhall be thickerand more vifcid 

i ufual. It follows, therefore, that the lymph 
“which circulates through the inguinal glands, is 
“‘ rendered too thick and vifcid by impure coition, 
“and by being accumulated in thofe glands pit 
“ duces venereal buboes. | 


“ Burt nothing new happens to the body from im- 
“ pure coition, except the fimple admiffion of the 
«‘ venereal infeCtion. That infection therefore be= 


“ing admitted into the body, and blended with 


«the lymph of the inguinal glands, renders it too 
“ yifcid and thick, for the producing of which effe& 
‘it is very fit, fince it is of a falt acrimonious na- 
“ture, whofe efficacy in coagulating fulphureous 
« humours is well known, of which kind the lymph 


hf eine 
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* Vol. 4, p- 358. 


| 


Ls et SU 


~ 


Pa eee ain eS ee ee es ee ee 


ee en ee 


iy, 


s 7 


, Oe ee aes i ier Se pa eS. i 


“ 


MR, FOOTS 
j 235 


PT aden who are ignorant of chemiitry and «the 
* additional acquirements which have been attain- 
“ ed by the ingenious and indefatigable labours of 
“* more modern anatomifts” may fancy they under. 
tand this. Indeed, from the great hafte in which 
Mr. Foot’s obfervations were brought out one 
might almoft fancy he had accepted the affiftance 
of one better acquainted with claffical literature 
than medicine. The remarks on the increafed 
_mufcular fibres of the bladder, in cafes of dyfury, 
much confirm this opinion. So little idea has the 
writer of the neceflity of increafed ftrength, to o 

gome increafed refiftance, that he confounds the 
maufcular fibres of the bladder, with the thickened 
ftate of a limb in elephantiafis, and propofes, if the 
bladder really is firengthened in proportion to its 
thicknefs, that we fhould for the future recruit our 
armies from the hofpitals.* Mr. Foot fhould check 
hisfriend Claffic in thefe fallies, and explain to 
bim, that if we wifh for a particularly ftrong arm, 
we fhould chufe that of a gold-beater, or a pair of 
trong legs, thofe of a chairman, which are always | 
increafed in proportion to the labour of the owners, 
and that in ftri€tures of the urethra, or even calcu- 
a in the bladder, the difeafe is not in the mufcu- 
lar coat of the latter, which is only thic ckened in’ 
proportion to the additional force required to ex- 


* Obfervations, page 134. 
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pelthe urine. But while this overfight makes me _ 
fufpeét, that part of the “ Obfervations” were fug-. 
gefted by a {cholar not of the profeffion, 1 give 
Mr, Foot the full eredit of his * New Difcover- 
"ed Fatt,’’ his ** Le€tures,”’ and even his learned — 
quotation from Celfus’er Hippocrates,*—’tis all — 
one——But to return to our fubje@: | 


‘Vue 15th leéture commences with “ the ation 
** of the venereal difeafe on the conftitution,? a 
fubject which is continued through eighty pages, — 
but with fo little argument, point, or any thing but — 
verbofity and illuftration, that the whole might — 
have been included tn a paragraph, were it not for — 
a few ufeful hints from Mr. Hunter, or as the writer 
chufes to fuppofe, from Fracaftorius—Let the : 
reader judge. 


jJoun Hunter. When the venereal matter 
“has got into the conftitution in any of the ways 
‘ beforementioned, it has the whole body to work 
“upon, and fhows itfelf in a variety of fhapes.’’ 
And in the fame page, “ I have already endea- 
** voured to fhow that it is moft probable all the — 
** parts affetied are contaminated nearly at the fame | 
‘time. This difference in the times’? (of the dif. 


* « Cexsus his celebrated paflage of ars longa, vita brevis, — 
© was never more applicable than ta the venereal difeafe.”? — 
Introduction to Lett. 1gth, page 393. 
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eal. appearing) “is either owing to Tome parts 
_ “being naturally put into aétion more eafily by the 


‘¢ poifon than others; or that they are naturally 


- more aétive in themfelves.’’* 


Mr. Foor.— “ The order in which the difeafe 
cs appears, is accounted for from the different con. 
‘* ftruction of the parts. They are all, from the 
“ firlt, equally expofed to be attacked by the dif 
“ eafe, and it is not improbable that it is acting on 
“ every part, from the very beginning of the pri- 


_““ mary conftitutional fymptoms.’’t—* In order to 


** prove to you, that my theory of the difeafe com- 


“¢ mencing on the harder parts, at the fame period 


« that it commences on the fofter, is true ; and that 
*¢ its protraction is only in confequence of mercury, 
“J fhall give another quotation from 


“ Fr acasTorivs.’’—* Prater preediéta om- 
«¢ nia, quafi parva ila forent, ingentes lacertorum 
« dolores accedebant, fepe cum ipfis puftulis, in- 
*terdum ante, nonnunguam poft, et ipfi quidem 
<* diuturni; quibus nihil crudelius aderat: afflige- 
** bant pracipue no&tu, dolor autem non proprie in 


_ * junéturis inerat fed circa lacertos ipfos & nervos. 


“ Verum quibufdam nihilominus, fine dolore ullo 
“ oriebantur puftule ; quibufdam fine puftulis do. 
* lores; major pars utrifque affligebatur.’’+ 
x i Treatife, p16. + Leures, p.517, $Id. p. 519. 

S 3 A, WRITER 
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A weiter who proves by definitions and by 
quotations, fhould do it at leaft by definitions of the 


_ things to be proved, and by quotations that confirm 
what is ftated. But this isnot the firft time the fub- 


je& has been brought forward by Mr. Hunter, nor — 


of courfe by Mr.'Foot. Ina previous chapter we 
meet with the following words from 


Joun Hunter: We cannot fuppofe that 
¢ this difference’ [of the periods at which the 
conftitutional fymptoms appear in different parts | 
* arifes from any a€tive power in the poifon, nor 


“any particular dire@lion of it, but from proper-— 


«* ties in the parts themfelves ; for it may be allowed 
« us to fuppofe, that when the matter has got into 
‘¢ the circulation, it als on all parts of the ae) 
“¢ with equal force, &c.’’*. | 


‘Mr. Foor. “ When the venereal poifon has 


« taken full poffeffion of the conftitution, not only 


‘¢ the parts which indicate the difeafe to be vene.. 


« real, by their apparent morbid vitiations, but al- 
“ {fo every part of the conftitution is venereally vi- 
* tiated.” t+ Here Mr. Foot fets off very well; but 


_in the progrefs, forfaking his guide, he lofes himfelf. 
For though the poifon muft, by being applied in- 


difcriminately to every part, if it has any a€tion, 


* Treatife, page 307. + Leétures, page 465. - 
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act equally on all; yet, as we find fome parts never 
are affected by it, we are not authorifed to fay 
| * every part of the conftitution is venereally viti- 
.. “ ated.” Mr. Foot fhould have attended to the 
q reft of Mr. Hunter’s fentence, which continues 
_ thus: “ That’is, it is not determined to any one 
BS « part more than another, by any general or parti- 
3 “ cular power in the animal machine, nor is the 
© nature of the poifon fuch, as will fall more rea- 
4 ** dily on one part of the body than another, when 
B they are all in fimilar circumftances.” Thus we 
find, as the fact proves, that though the poifon muft 
__ circulate every where, and in the fame manner, on- 
q ly thofe parts are affected by it, which from parti- 
cular circumftances are fufceptible of its irritation. 
a That this is really the cafe we have every. reafon 
F ‘to believe, becaufe there are fo many parts, which 
under every circumftance of neglect have_ never 
- fhown this venereal witeation. 


4 oe this paflage from Mr. Foot is only Intro- 
7 _ ductory to the author’s difcovery of a doctrine, 
q which we are afterwards told is “the key-ftone 
' © to all theory, which can be in truth received 

“for the confirmation of the nature: of this 
q “poifon and of all others.’’* s¢ ‘This: vitia- 
- © tion of the whole of the conftitution, is not: 
« brought on from any abforption that may take 
4g ict of that difcharge, which is produced by. 


ere di | * Leétures, page 489. 
a | : S 2 “ the 
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the local action of the foreign virus; but it 
‘* is the abfolute a€tion of the foreign virus alone, 
«« which, by being abforbed, brings iton. My rea 
“ fons for this pofition I have before ftatedat large ;”” 
[very much fo] « they are, becaufe the foreign virus 
‘* will pafs into the conftitution, and affe& it without 
¢¢ any local aétion. The local action of it therefore 
“is no fine qua non of infe€tion. And in the next 
** place, the abforption of our own difcharge being 
“an abforption of a harmlefs fluid, it can neither 
« a& for or againft the conftitutional infection. I 
‘¢ fhall not hefitate to affert, that the venereal in- 
« feGtion, from its nature, is not fo limited, as Mr. 
« Hunter declares it to be ; and I fhall prove that 
* from want of knowledge of this leading firft prin- 
« ciple, namely, that our own fecretions cannot in- 
-  fe& ourfelves: many of his experiments, which 
“¢ tend to limit the natural a&tion of the dileafe, and 
‘¢ to narrow the power. of it, and that in the very 
“face of cafes to the contrary, were founded in 
‘error, and could not, from that caufe, demonftrate 
« either the force of the difeafe, or its true natural 
‘¢ aGtion, eitheron the fubjeét who poffeffed it, or 
“© on one to whom it may be imparted.’ 
; i 
I swaxt not here ftop to determine whether 
the conftitutional fymptoms ever appear without 
the previous local affeétion, as this will be con- 


fidered hereafter, But if, as Mr. Foot afferts, 
the a 
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the conftitution is never affe&ted but by foreign 
matter, as it is called, how comes it that lues is fo 
often produced by chancre, and fo feldom by 
gonorrheea ; the foreign matter being in both cafes 
the fame ? I know not whether-the following paf- 
fage is meant to account for this, but to me it is 
abfolutely unintelligible in any other way than that 


_of matter being infeGious to the fubje& that fe- 


cretes it. ‘ As this is the natural progrefs of the 
“« difeafe in the firft {tage of it, an opportunity fairly 
“ offers for me to remark, that it is moft probable 
“ the abforbents are commencing to convey the in- 
** feéting fluid into the conftitution at the very firft 
** period it comes within conta of them. But that 
** on anatomical parts of a-certain defcription this 
“* procefs is more retarded than on others; a go-~ 
** norrheea in the urethra is not fo difpofed to admit 


the abforption as a chancre behind the glans ; 


that a chancre behind the glans is not fo much 
** difpofed to admit the abforption, as a chancre 
* upon the fkin of the penis; and moreover that 
‘when any of thefe local fymptoms are apparent, 
“the virus may not be abforbed from them alone; 
“ but it may be alfo abforbed where it has been 
s lodged upon other parts, and on which parts it 


has not left any impreffion.””* But this opinion 


of matter fecreted, being no way infe@ious to 


* Leét. page 455. 
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the eae fecreting, is fo contradi@ory to all 
former obfervations, that before it is ferioufly con- 
fidered, it muft reft on better experiments and ~ 
more conclufive fa&s than thofe related in the 
pamphlet.* On the manner in which mercury 
cures the difeafe, Mr. Foot’s opinion fo exaftly 
coincides with Mr. Hunter’s, that itis enough to 


read either of them. 


Joun HunTer.—* Thirdly, It may produce 
“¢ an irritation in the conftitution which counteraéts 
“* the venereal, and entirely deftroys it. The third 


* ¢ I have rubbed thefe fluids [ gonorrheeal and chancrous 
* on the fores of the fame fubjeéts, over and over again, and 
6‘ never was able to trace the {malleft effe& fromthem. I 
‘¢ have feen thefe fluids reft upon pimples long enough for 
‘ effeét, without any effe&, Within thefe few days ayoung 


* gentleman, who was fore from riding, and who had a 


_ * gonorrhea, applied to me; I rubbed his gonorrhzal fluid 


“ on the galled part, and he, from confidence in my opi- 
&t nion, did repeatedly the fame, but not the leaft fenfible 
“ effe€t was produced by it.”t It is admitted by all that 

we have no certain diagnofis to diftinguifh a vencreal from 
a gonorrheea arifing from any other caufe ; and at the time 

Mr. Foot made his difcovery, he probably knew not how to 
diftinguifh a venereal chancre from a common ulcer, but by 
<¢ fituation or fufpicion.”? We are not therefore to take up 

theories from {uch authorities, when they contradi& thofe 

made in public, and by one whofe accuracy was never dif- 

puted by his opponents. 


+ New Difcovered Fad, page 28. a 
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s¢ or Jaft mode of the HG of ema feems to me 
“ moft probable, for many reafons.”’ 


Mr. Foor. Of the two, and whilft it conti- 
e -** nues, the ftimulus excited through the mineral 
€ poifon is far more exceffive than that excited by 
s* the animal poifon. . It is not only by the percep- 
S* tion in our feelings that this fuperiority is proved, 
** but alfo by the ftimulus of mercury being fupe- 
** rior to the venereal ftimulus, and thereby de- 
« ftroying and extinguifhing it.” 
Tuus far Mr. Foot keeping his guide in view 
travels fafely, but without being aware of it him- 
felf, in the next paragraph he lofes fight of him, and 
is as much bewildered asever. In accounting for 
the cure by this new irritation, he obferves, “‘ Mer- 
*‘ cury once imparted to the conftitution will not 
s* be capable of fupporting its aGion beyond a 
“* certain duration. But venereal virus once im- 
* parted to the conftitution, endures for ever. 
“© The aétion of mineral poifon is of a certain 
*‘ duration. The aftion of the venereal poifon is 
“ {upported by the original poifon being multiplied 
© from an atom of venereal fluid.’ If now mer- 
iP cury only cures by exciting a ftimulus greater than 
_ the venereal, it can only cure the parts previoufly 
ftimulated, and the aftion of mercury having a 
finite duration, whilft that of the other endureth 
for ever, why does not the virus refume its ativity 
aang S 4 as 
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as foon as the mercurial ftimulus ceafes? This 


difficulty will appear greater when we confider the — 4 
Jaft fentence. ‘ The venereal ation is kept up 


“ by the poifon.’* Thus the poifon and the a@tion 


it excites, are two things, and the curing the latter _ 


is no proof that the former ceafes to exift, as 
before. It is not enough that we are told before 


this of the eradication of vencreal infe€tion, and 


the extirpation of venereal virus: becaufe when 


Mr. Foot takes upon himfelf to explain the effeét — q 
of mercury, he only affigns a caufe that deftroys 


the attion of the poifon, and not the poifon itfelf. 


I sua now take notice of fome paflages im 
Mr. Foot’s * Obfervations’’ that could not be fo 
well introduced into the review of his lectures. 


On the fubje& of gonorrhcea curing itfelf.— 


Meets, Save hee ae ed were to colleé& | | 
“them, that would fill as many volumes, and obs 4 
“‘as large a bulk as the records of Parliament, a 
“ may He brought in proof, that all local and all 
‘ conftitutional venereal affeGtions may be pro- 


“© duced from gonorrheea. It is for this reafon that 


‘gonorrhoea does not complete its own cure. _ 
“The virus that produced the irritation in the 4 
“urethra, after the urethra can be no longer irri. 
“tated, is capable of fhifting its influence, of pro- a 
* ducing new effcéts, and of being ramified into’ 
pe Ue 
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_ all venereal fymptoms that ever were known.”* 
_ This capacity of “ fhifting its influence,” is cer- 
7 tainly a very extraordinary one ; and, I confefs, not 
quite intelligible to me. The ramifying property 
is alfo Mr. Foot’s difcovery. Other authors have 


_ We may underftand what is meant by abforption 
; from a virulent fore producing effe&ts in a diftant 
' part of the conftitution, and that in the mean 
_ while the firft fymptoms may be cured; or, if the 
_ftru@ure of the parts is uninjured, that the firft 
irritation may ceafe of itfelf! It is true, which 
ever way we ftate the faét, the author’s own rea- 
foning fomewhat contradi€ts his new opinions, the 
‘‘ key-ftone to all true theory.’? But at the time 


true theory. Then, probably his ignorance, as 
pis often the cafe, made him fo pofitive, and talk 
_ about volumes of precedents that would fill -books 
as large as parliamentary records! But does he 
mean abforption of matter, from the fame fubjed, 

infecting the fame fubjett 2 We fhall {ee in his fur- 
__ ther obfervations. 


Tue following quotation contains a paflage 
_ from Mr. Hunter, with Mr. Foot’s remarks. “ I 
_ “have feen, by an accidental fever coming on, 
_ © the difcharge ftop, the pain in making water 
* * Obfervations, part 1, page 69. 


 feen the root and ftem, but only he the branches. . 


he wrote the above he was not acquainted with the 
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“90 off, and the gonorrhoea finally terminate _ 
«¢ with the fever.”* ‘ As the profeffor,” fays Mr, © ‘ 
Foot, “makes no remark upon this, it is to be 
“ prefumed, that he conceived the whole venereal — 
“ concern to be at an end. In the only inftance ; 
« where I ever faw a gonorrheea difappear in this L 
“ manner, the confequence was, that the a 
“ endured the moft confirmed lues venerea that 3 
« ever I have feen in all my praftice. A lieute- ~ 
« nant of a man of war was feized with the fmall- q 
% pox whilft the gonorrheea was on him: he had — 
s¢ the fmall-pox fo bad, it was with great difficulty — 
“he recovered: the gonorrhoea left him altoge- ~ 
«ther. He went, as foon ashe recovered from a 
“ the fmall-pox, to fea; was abfent from England — 
«‘ more than-twelve months, and returned in a moft e 
“ emaciated flate, with nodes upon his bones, at- — 
“ tended with inceflant pains, and a large ulcer 
« over all the palate, fore-teeth out, and the bone a 
<< was a caries. Much mercury had been given at q 
« fea to him, but to no purpofe. He recovered at 
« Dr. Kelly’s, at Knightfbridge, by warm bathing, — 
«“ milk ‘diet, deco€tion of farfaparilla, and a little 4 
‘© mercury was given, when his conftitution had : 
«‘ been previoufly mended. Dr. Wright attended 4 
-s¢ him with me. So much for the fecurity of gor 4 
“© norrheea curing itfelf. I am inclined to think that 


* Hunter’s Treatife, page 84. 
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_ “© the more a perfon is out of health, the more likely 
_ “ the venereal. virus is to be abforbed. At any 
_ “ rate the cafe above proves direétly the contrary 
_ “to an opinion the profeffor would fix us with: 
_ © It appears to me beyond a doubt, that no two 
_ & ations can take place in the fame. conftitution 
at the fame time. Here we find the profeffor 
** pofitive; but this is one of his new opinions: 
“* perhaps he is in the right. We ought to be 
tt proudeft of our own pe and the more 


“ they require from us. Does the profeffor pre- 
“tend to fay, that the virus was dormant whilft it 
*‘ was abforbing from the urethra into the ha- 
6 Date’? * 

ae is a long quotation, and I.fhall take the 
: liberty of making a long remark on it. 


Nn ee ae ae +, age Fy 


Mr. Bex, who does not admit the virus of go. 
- norrhcea to be venereal, would fay, the lieutenant 
became infeéted at fome port during his voyage, 
_ which does now and then happen. But taking the 
"cafe as it ftands, it confirms Mr. Hunter’s opi- 
‘nion in every point of view... Mr. Hunter only 
_ contends for the local a&tion being cured by a fe- 
"ver. abe cafe alfo fhows precifely that two dif 


* QObfervations, part I, p. 8. 
eafed 


“ ricket they are, the more parental tendernefs 
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eafed aftions cannot take place in the fame part af — 
the'fame time; for the venereal ceafed at the ac- 
cefs of the variolous, and did not return till the — 
latter was over. But,” fays Mr. Foot, 45 does | : 
« the profeffor pretend to fay, that the virus was 
«© dormant whilfl it was abforbing from the urethra | 
‘© into the habit ?”? I truft not; becaufe fuch lan ‘ 
guage is too loofe and figurative for one who had _ 
precife ideas. I could almoft adopt Mr. Foot’s — 
mode of reafoning, and afk, whether the poiton 
might not as well be conveyed fleeping as awake. 
But I wifh to avoid verbal, or even grammatical — 

criticifms, where they are not neceflary, from the 
effec words and grammatical con{truction have — 
on the reafoning. | | 3g 


Yr has been a difpute among Englifh gramma~ 
sians, whether the want of a prefent and imperfeét | 
- paffive is any defe& in our language.* It is moft | 
probable that precife ideas may be: communicated _ a 
in any language where the writer poffeffes fuch © 
ideas himfelf, and wifhes to communicate them. 
But the prefent is an inftance how a writer may be | 
deceived by the too frequent mifapplication of the 
terms of his own language. * Can the virus be 
‘dormant whilft it is abforbing ?* By dormant 7 
is plain Mr. Foot means noé in ation, i he 


al 
Y 
4 


* See Mr. Pi ckhourns s ingenious differtation on the J End 
giith Verb. : oe | 
; -fperad | 


Pd 


MR, FOOT. aes 


4 B Foot er ‘the virus has no power ie shinai 
» and if it had, what could it abforb? Had he writ. 
a ten in Latin, he would have faid Dum abforbeba- 
tur, but the refinement of our ears, not admitting 
_ the circumlocution of whil? it was being abforbed, 
* and cuftom having authorifed the other mode of 
- expreffion, has deceived the writer fo’ as to make 
_ him fancy that the virus was in the aét of abforbing, 
and confequently, that it could not be paffive or 


q ftitution the fame thing? certainly not, the conifti- 
tution was engaged in the variolous fever, but the 
venereal virus might be prefent, and the action of 
_ the abforbing fyftem could no more be fufpended 
_ during a fever than refpiration. What then would 
. Mr. Foot fignify ?. Whenever he has fixed precife 
q terms to his meaning, he will fay, © At the time 


7 «ceafed. At the acceffion of the fever, I con- 
: «ceive the virus was abforbed before the gonorr- 
“hea quite ftopped, (for it could not be after- 
| © wards) and, when abforbed, gave a difpofition 
_ to certain parts of the body, to take on the dil- 
4 ‘© eafe, but which difeafed action did not take place 
while the conftitution was engaged with the va- 
© riolous.”? This, he will be convinced, was the 

-only way in which the virus could be faid not to 
q bei inactive or cormant, and in this, or any other in- 


telligible 
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' dormant. But after all, are the virus and the con- 


_ the variolous fever commenced, the gonorrhea _ 
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telligible way of ftating his fact, I thank him, frond 
the refpect I bear to the memory of Mr. Hunter. 


Ir was my intention to have paffed over every 
thing not immediately conne&ted with the difeafe — 
in queftion, but in turning over the leaves of the 
fecond part of ‘ Obfervations,”’ ne name of Mr. 
Pott caughv my eye. 


«* THe profeffor has again introduced his” Bee. a 
Pott’s} ** name,* and a curious fituation he has 
« placed fo great a man in, a helplefs {peCator to’ 
“the decay of the tefticle !” 


I xnow not why men, who chofe to forget their: : | 
former animofities, if they had any, fhould be 
brought before the public as rivals. Mr. Hunter, 
in the paflage under confideration, pays refpe& to a 
Mr. Pott’s obfervation and to his judgment, In> a 
another part of the work, “ Mr.. Pott,’’ fays he, - ‘ 
<< is, I believe, the firft who fhowed the world the. q 
“ ufe of opium in mortifications.’? I have myfelf 
heard Mr. Pott adopt Mr. Hunter’s phrafe of a : 
hefive inflammation in his lectures, have met- 4 
them together in confultation, and on thefe, as well. 
as all other occafions, have remarked with plea- 
fure, how much the urbanity of truly well bred and +a 


isl + 
ve 


* Obfervations, Part I]. page 147. is 
well — 
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2 vel informed men, foftened thofe afperitiés which 


} are characteriftic of vulgar and little minds. Nor 
_ was this furprifing, when it is confidered how little 


to lofe time in proving what is beft fhown by a rea 
’ gular ftatement of facts. More than this would 
I have interrupted thofe purfuits which were always 
“uppermoft in his mind. In all thefe refpects he 
_ differed much from his brother: and Mr. Pott al- 
4 ways fhowed his confcioufnefs of it by the different 


_ the petulant wafpifhnefs. of the Doctor’s temper, 
that, not fatisfied with defending himfelf, he muft 
: always leave a iting in the fide of his adverfary: and 
4 fo frequently would he vellicate, cauterize, cut, 
abrade, and by every means irritate the tender 
_ granulations that were difpofed to rife, that if ever 
2 cicatrix was formed, it was of fucha complexion 
as muft always keep alive the memory of the an- 
“cient injury. 


_ Far different was the character of that philofo- 
_pher, whofe name I have fo frequently quoted : 
a name that will be dear as long as memory 
and gratitude exift, and as different was the lan- 
: guage of Mr. Pott, when he had occafion to! peak 
ef either. 


_ Bur ifit was improper thus to oppofe characters 


Na 
a 
j 


to 


_ Mr. Hunter was difpofed, in writing or lecturing, - 


~ manner in which he treated their names. _ Such was 
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¢/ quently ungrafeful; his illuftrations coarfe; his 


to each fiber who were difpofed to live in harmo’ ‘ 
ny, it is not lefs unfair to make comparifons be! : 
tween talents fo different. Mr. Pott is never fo. 4 
aptly defcribed as when he is called the ornament of 

the profeflion: he certainly adorned every thing he - 
took in hand. While Mr. Hunter was diligently and 
attentively examining the ground: -plot, and feemed . 
fearful of being interrupted in fecuring his founda- _ 
tion, the other had already prepared the fluttering 
genii that were to embellifh the arcades: and if — 
per-chance the weaknefs or obliquity of a column q 
fhould, to a faltidious critic, fuggelt a doubt on the ~ 
duration of the.future ftru@ure; the attention of 4 
the fpectator was never fuffered to dwell upon it, — 
but engroffed entirely by the tafte and PrORaED of ; 
the enrichments. 


Mr. Hunter, when Ifatisfied of the firmnefs of 4 
his ground, was only anxious to be underftood. © 
Having no tafte or fcientific ambition beyond. his | 
refearches into nature, and aware of the difficulties — 
that attend fuch inveftigations, he thought it enough ; 
if he could by any means convey the refult of his a 
enquiries to his hearers. His manner was fre- F 


language always unadorned, But Mr. Pott feemed j 
conftantly to have in view 


Non fatis eft pulchra effe poemata dulcza tern: a : 
Et quocunque volent ansmum auditoris agunto. 
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In the theatre, his ftyle of operating was ele. 
gant at the age of feventy. In converfation, he 
__was always brilliant and corre@ ; in compofition, 
 tafteful, enérgetic, and interefting ; in the léQure 


room, eloquent and perfpicuous. It was not enough 


that he feduced the attention by the improvements 
he introduced : the errors of his predeceffors muft 
be glanced at, and that nothing might be wanting, 
our more remote forefathers* muft be introduced, 
and the names of Celfus, Fallopius, Fabricius ab 
aqua pendente, Hildanus, and others were brought 
forward to heighten the antithefis, flatter the vanity 
of the rifing generation, and difplay the extent of his 
own erudition.— Nor wasthe contraft greaterin con- 


fultation. Mr. Pott, as his biographer remarks, was - 


© prompt in judgment, rapid in decifion.’+ Mr, 
Hunter, while inquiring intoa cafe, feemed engaged 
in an experimental inveftigation, and never fcrupled 
to acknowledge himfelf ignorant, where he could not 
fatisfa€torily make up his mind. Talents fo dif- 
ferent were lefs expofed to rivalfhip, and if any 
exifted, it was reftrained by native good fenfe, and. 
an attention to propriety on both fides. 


I nec pardon of my reader, foxthis narrative fpes 


cimen of “ laudator temporis adt.”? Butif he feels. 


* A common term with him in le€turing. : 
¥ See his epitaph in Earle’s edition of his works, 
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with me at ihe recolleétion of << thofe rare men, that 
‘taught in thofe rare days,” he will not think the 
digreffion long. If he only knows them by their 
works, (and in thefe who can be 1 ignorant of them ?) 
he cannot be difpleafed at being thus perfonally i in= 
troduced to them.—But having turnedmy recollec= 
tion to that period, when the only. bufinefs of life 
was to learn, and the means of improvement always — 
at hand—to fcenes which, like all others, areheigh= _ 
tened by being viewed ina refle€ting medium, and 
which, in proportion as we retreat from them, blend. 
with a more enchanting foftnefs their various co- 


lours, and fmooth gl their little afperities :—having. si 4 


thus far indulged the tranfition of ideas, I fhall, 
without further apology, conclude the fabjea with | 
a fentence which is always obtruding itfelf whene- 
ver thefe charaéters ate contrafted, and which is 
as appofite as any can be, that compares individuals 
to a nation. Athenienfium res gefte ficuti ego ex- 
zfiimo fatis ample magnificeque fuere ; verum ali= 
guanto minores tamen quam memoria feruntur. Sed 
quia provenére 1bi fcriptorum magna ingenia, per 
terrarum orbem Athenienfium v facia promaximisceles 
brantur., At populo Romano nunquam ea copia furts | 
quia prudentiffimus quisque maxime negotiofus erat : 

ingenium nemo fine corpore exercebat.* But it 
is time we fhould attend to the paffage that has in- 


* Salluft> Belum. Catalinariume 


troduced. 
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fhort. | | 


_ Tue firft paragraph is Mr. Hunter’ s, a8 extraét- 
ed by Mr. Foot. The fecond is, Mr. Foot’s re- 
 marks:t « Tefticles have been known to wattej in 
a * cafés of rupture, probably from the conftant 
oe preffuré of the inteftine. Mr. Pott has given 
 * cafes of this kind,” 


«I yust remarked that the profeffor is fi ingularly 
7 &e unfortunate in all his affertions: it gives me great 
i pain to be conftantly contradi@ting him, but [ do 
_ “here flatly ; becaufe it muft place the one or o- 


ther of us in a mean and moft difgraceful , fitua~ 
 & tion? 


Ir the reader will take the trouble of referring 
to Vol. ii. p. 58, of Earle’s edition, or a60 of the 
quarto edition, publifhed by Mr, Pott himfelf, 
in the note he will read the following paffage : 
_* The caul adhered to the hernial fack in fever- 
_ “al places, the inteftine in none, the tefticle in- 
"cluded in its tunica vaginalts was much wafred, A 
In the third vol. page 350, is an account of a cy- 
a fic. hernia, in the operation for the cure of which 
Mr. Pott fays, ** I difcovered a tefticle which lay 


4 _ + Obfervations, Part II. page 145, 


it gat Wer “ imme. 


“ibaa this digreftsn : on this 1 fhall "be very 


~“ < 
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“immediately behind the ‘sody, caine the tu. 
“ mour, and was fmall, flat, ana- compreffed.” In 3 


the laft cafe, the tefticle was not preflea hy the i in- a 
teftines, but {till it was compreffed by the coments “g 
-of the hernial fack. On the firft I make no re-— 
marks, but leave our readers to judge what infe- _ 
rence they are to draw from the propofition, as 

ftated by. Mr. Foot.—Had I feen it fooner, it 

might have faved the reader and myfelf fome time. 
that might have been better employed. 


ree 


es 
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Tue laft writer I fhall take notice of is Mr. 
Bell, of Edinburgh, who, in the year 1793, 
publifhed “ A Treatife on Gonorrhcea Viru- 
“Jenta and Lues Venerea.’”? This gentleman’s | 
firft objeét is to prove, that the two difeafes 
originate from different f{pecies of contagion. 
After remarking the different phenomena they ex- 
hibit, he eee that the fmaileft local affetion — 
of lues venerea is apt to produce a general affec- 
tion of the fyftem which may even be produced _ 
by abforption, without any previous ulceration | q 
on the part to whieh it is applied. « This, ” fays 
Mr. Bell * is denied by many ; but I have met.. a 
é> with various inftances of it, and it will be ad- 4 
‘¢ mitted “by every pra€titioner of experience, . 
“ Now this being eftablifhed’*—Let the reader _ 
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; determine cine’ it is eftablithed. As to what 


‘Mr. Bell or I have feen, it amounts to little ; vidi 
ego, 1s no more argument than ipfe dixtt. When 


_a man has formed an opinion of his own, it is not 


enough ‘to prove it in this manner, by generals ; 


he muft inform us of all the circumftances on 


which his faéts reft; and even then, if he is as 
punétilious as an experimental philofopher ought 
to be, he will be unwilling to truft to the evidence 


of his own fenfes. It is true Mr. Bell raifes a 
number of objeétions to his theory, which he is at 


no trouble in anfwering, becaufe they are fuch as 
no one who has a juft conception of the difeafe 
would offer. They reft on the retropulfion of 
Dr. Swediaur and the influence-fhifting property 
of another author. We have accounts of fome 


furgeons who have thought it neceffary to falivate 


their patients, becaufe the difcharge fuddenly ceaf- 
ed, as if fomething was thrown into the blood. But 
thefe opinions can be only the offspring of igno- 
rance, The ftopping of the difcharge is only a 
proof that the fource of infeGtion no longer re- 
mains: in other words, that the. fecretion, which 


arofe from the irritation of virulent matter, has_ 


ceafed, which is no more a proof of any thing be- 


ing thrown into the conftitution, than in thofe 


difeafes, which, to ufe Mr, Bell’s words, are 
found to proceed from what is termed “ a tranila- 
tion of the matter of gonorthcea to other parts 
T 3 66 
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of the body. ** Mr. Bell has three or four 
cafes ready. In fome, a difcharge from the eyes 


in others, from the nofe, were the confequence 
of the fudden {topping of gonorrhcea, The 


nofe cafe, I have reafon to believe, is peculiar i 
to Edinburgh, It is mentioned by Mr. Bell and. 
Dr. Swediaur as a very common accident ; thou h | 
I do not recolleét any other author who has de- | 


{eribed it. 


But however common fuch accidents may “he 


try Psd 


in that part of the wo orld, no one that thinks can 
ever afcribe them to retropulfion, abforption, 


tranflation of matter, or the fhifting of influence. 


Retropulfion and influence-hhifting are ‘words with- 
out meaning, The only way befides immediate 
contaét, by which matter can be conveyed to the 
eye or noftril, is by abforption, which may exift 
juft as well while the difcharge is confiderable, as 
when — It is lels, and which muft ceafe when matter 


is no longer fecreted, to be abforbed. It rarely 
happens that two parts of the body fuffer violent. 


inflammation at the fame time. Inflammation, 
therefore, attacking the eye, may fuperfede : ‘that 
of the urethra; and no lofs of fubftance being 
endured by the latter, the ceffation of the inflam- 
mation | may cure the difeafe. But the rapidity 
with which this gentleman writes, is only excufable 


from) the habit he has been i in of compiling. “We 


“ have 
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© have alfo to remark,”’ fays he, ** that in num- 
 berlefs inftances people have been poxed by the 
‘matter of fyphilis being by accident applied to 
“a cut ora {cratch, as often happens with fur- 
“‘geons in drefling chancres and buboes,”” By 
the matter of fyphilis I conceive Mr, Bell means 
the fecondary; or, as they are fometimes called, 
the conftitutional fores; in other words, thofe 
which arife from abforption. Now of thefe 
numberlefs inftances it would have been worth 
while to have referred us to a few, fince even the 
_ poffibility of fuch an event is a matter at leaft 
_ problematical. As to thofe accidents which are 
 faid to happen often from dreffing chancres and 
_ buboes, I truft the furgeons of Edinburgh will 
not thank Mr. Bell for this accufation of their 
aukwardnefs. “ But,’’ continues he, “ ng one ever 
s heard of a pox being got in this manner from 
§ the matter of gonorrhosa.” It is very true that 
gonorrhoea is not ufually dreffed by furgeons, 
‘© It has indeed been faid, that chancres may be 
** produced by infinuating the matter of gonorrhoea 
« beneath the fkin.’’—“ It has been faid.’? Thus, 
yo fome writers, experiments made in public hof- 
pitals, by men proyerbially celebrated through- 
out Europe for juftnefs in conceiving, and ac~ 
curacy in conduéting their enquiries, are treated 
_ with lefs attention than numberlefs inftances 
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none of which are particularized; * and accidents, 


which, were they to.happen, would only prewag 
what no one doubts. 


“Noruince therefore,” fays Mr. Bell, “ca 
“ be admitted from this argument ; for, in order to 
‘‘ avoid fallacy, and. give fupport to the opinion, 
“«thefe experiments would not only require to be : 
“ conducted with accuracy, but to be numerous, 
“ and to be repeated on.a variety of patients, under _ 
‘every poffible variety of circumftances.”) If it 
were an argument, inftead of a fad, that is treated 
inthis manner, there: might be fome apology for 
Mr. Bell’s fcepticifm. | But he fhould confider 
the difference between argument and experiment, 
A fingle fa&, well afcertained, is of more confe- 
quence toa philofophic enquirer, than ten thou- a 
{and fuggeftions of numberle/s inflances. ‘He ought 
to know alfo, that when a faé is eftablifhed with 
fatisfattory clearnefs, the repetition ‘of the experi- , 
ment is not only unneceflary, but a mifapplication 
of that time which fhould be better employed. 
But the negative experiment’ mentioned by him- 
felf, proves he admits nothing, - While it is ale 
lowed that we have no fatisfaQory teft of the dif. 
ference between virulent and fimple gonorrhoea, 
nothing can be colleéed from the application of 


* Neceffe ‘fit ad inftantias particulares recurrere,—See 
pate 32, note, | 
the 
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the difcharge proving innocent; ftill lefs when we 
confider how frequently it happens that the parts 
are infenfible to the virus: fuch appears to have 
been the cafe in ‘the inftances related by himfelf; 
for not only did venereal virus fail to produce go- 
norrhcea when applied to the urethra, but chan- 


cre alfo. ‘ But,’’ fays Mr. Bell, ‘ we cannot place 


** much dependence on thefe or any other experi- 
“‘ ments that have been made, but muff truft to ex- 


perience and the ordinary courfe of pra€tice for 


‘© means to afcertain it.’’* Cafes then that occafion- 
ally occur, and the hiftory of which we can rarely 
trace fatisfa€torily, are to be confidered as ftronger 
evidence than experiments made with accuracy, at- 


tended to with caution, and the whole progrefs of 
_ which is immediately within our own cognizance. 


The former certainly admit of more reafoning up- 
on, becaufe where a fa& is not clearly afcertained, 


we may take the liberty of fuggefting a few proba- 


ble inferences that might follow from probable 


events. But when we recolle&, that what is con- 
tefled by Mr. Bell was founded on an experiment, 
the accuracy of which cannot be doubted, and that 
his attempts only go to reafon us out of it, we can 


only anfwer him by a maxim of the firft. philofo- 
_ pher the world has ever known; ‘ If once we per- 


* mit conjectures, to leffen the validity of induc- 
‘* tions drawn from experiments, it will be impof- 
“ fible that fcience fhould be progreflive.” 


* Vol, I. page 35. 
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Tire different times-at'whichithedifeafesthowed 
ahemfelves‘is next urged, and it'is faid that gohorr- 
heeal virtis wasinot difcovered till forty years after — 
jues venerea. ‘But as the ‘running’ of ‘the ‘teins is, 
as oldas‘the Mofaic law, and as it is univerfally ad- 
mitted, ‘that we Have hotertain criterion to deter. 
mine between the different {pecies of gonorrhoea, 
itis not'to ‘be wondered at if the venereal pafied, 
unnoticed as long as that period. Tf it was fo long 
before gonorrhoea was/confidered a venereal affeas | 
tion, ‘it feems to follow that fymptoms of fyphilié 
were firft difcovered ina perfon in whom nother 
fource could be dete€ted, and that the pepee: was a 
remap raemaee to the fact. Sw: 


Ir has been my intention throughout, to make a§ 
few praGtical remarks as poflible, and to fay as little 
of the prattical obfervations of others. When a 
difeafe is perfe€tly underftood, the mode of treat= 
ment. will not be difficult, nor will the pra@itioner 
be at alofs how to vary his remedies. But it is ims 
pofiible to pafs over the misfortune that attends 
the fluency of Mr. Bell's pen. The eafe of his 
fiyle is much afhited by the facility with which 
cafes, remedies, cures, and fatlures of fuccefs offer 
themfelves fpontaneoufly to him. One fhould ac : 
mott conceive, that, from a habit of compiling, hé a q 
had gradually made every cafe he has read his own, , 
as Herfchell, from cenftantly obferving the moon, 
is 


- 
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a is faid to call every new difcovery he makes, 


an addition to his freehold eftate. Either. this 


mutt be the cafe, or the difeafes of Edinburgh, ais 
I obferved, are very different from thofe of Lon 
‘don. “ The teftes,” fays Mr. Bell, * we find are 


“ apt to decay,”* He then enumerates various 


: ways in which they have decayed, the moft com- 


mon ages at which the difeafe happens, the confti- 


tutions moft fufceptible of it, and the mot 


ufual caufes: all this too, with a fluency and eafe 


4g that would lead the young praGlitioner to {uppofe 


the difeafe fo common that he is to be perpetually 


expetting i it. But if this is the cafe in the city of + 


Edinburgh, it would at leaft have been right to have 
warned his readers that fuch is not common in any 
other part of the world. Mr. Hunter, though for 


. feveral years the confulting furgeon of the whole 


empire, and in many inftances, of Europe, could 


recount only two cafes that he had feen, and a third 


that was communicated to him. It is however a 
confolation, that i in a town where the difeafe is {o 


| apt to occur, Mr. Bell. has been lucky enough to 


difcover that a blifter has been in one inftance 


a equal to checking its progrefs, 


Some of Mr. Bell’s opinions concerning lues 
venerea are not lefs novel. « If it were not more 


e “a Matter of curiofity than real utility, many ar. 


* Vol. I. page 956. Fy 
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““suments might be adduced to fhow that the dif. _ 
** eafe prevailed among the Jews, Greeks, and Ro- i q | 
** mans, and their daretiaarits, long before the dif. 
és covery of America.”*—And why not in Para- o 
dife? If this mode of hurrying through a queftion yo 
is to be adopted, might it not be improved, by hint- _ 
ing that Eve gave it Adam, and that the Roby ‘of 9 
the apple is only allegorical of this’ event. If n my 4 
recolleGtion does not betray me, Ihave met with 
fomething of this kind extraéted from an ancient _ 
writer.: Like moft of the Cabalifts, he wasfor — 
deriving all the heathen fables from their my fteries, 4 
and. ee that the celebrated {tory of the golden 
pippin, given by Paris to Venus, originated from a 
thisfource. That hence the difeafe was indifferently i 
called morbus Venereus, and morbus Parifienfis. In 
fucceeding ages, thefe names were fuppofed to 
fignify beaux and courtezans, and the golden — 
apple to point out, the danger of purchafing the _ 
favours of the fex, till a more correé nofologift, — 
recolle€ting that the claffical name for the city of a 
Paris was Luéetza, thought it neceffary to change 
Parifienfis for Gallicus, which he could do with a 
the more propriety, as the difeafe at that time per- a 
vaded omnem Galliam.—I grant all this is very 
abfurd. But it is lefs likely to miflead the reader 
than a fuggeftion about “many arguments ;’? be- a 
caufe, when the arguments are proddce the 
* Vol. -2, page a, ; e. 

reader 
a 
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h 


reader can dadde what force they contain. 


« But,” fays Mr. Bell, « being a matter of curio. 
“¢ fity, rather than of real ditty: I fhall not enter 
** further upon it at prefent.’”’ ’* Tis flrange that an 


_ author who has devoted two thick o&avo volumes 


to.this difeafe fhould not be aware that the en- 
quiryis by no means fo trifling as he expreffes it, I 
have already fhown in the inftances of Phagedena, 
one imporant queftion, that depends upon it; and 
Mr. Bell is aot backward in availing himfelf of 
dates among théyroofs he alledges of the difference 
between the chan us eae i aaa nas et 


Amone the He by which the difeafe may be 
communicated, we are told of its pafling, as other 
hereditary difeafes do, from: parents to theit of. 
{pring, a fubje& that is hereafter explained more 
at large. It is next faid to be frequently given 
by a difeafed child to a nurfe.—* An infeGed 


“nurfe can f{carcely give fuck without commu- 


“nicating the difeafe to the child.—When this 
«« happens, merely by fucking the milk, the difeafe 
‘© does not appear at firft about the mouth of the 
© child: it proceeds more readily to contaminate 
“the fyftem, than to produce any local effe&.””— 
Devoted babes! why fhould your fate be fo pe-. 


-culiarly hard? For in the {pace of about three pages 
we are told, ‘ It is fomewhat remarkable that the 


* Id. Page 5. 
. me « venereal. 
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‘* venereal virus fhould fo readily enter the fyftems d 
« when applied to any part of the furface of the q 
& body, when we find, from a variety of faéts, that 
“the abforbents of the ftomach and ne fei r 
«do not receive it.’* But peculiarly hard as the — 
fate of children may appear, grown people are 
not without their, dangers—The difeafe we are 
told, may be communicated on parts. where the ; 
cuticle is thick and entire, and without producing 
any local mifchief:—by matter left o1 the lips in 
kiffing, in drinking out of a cup recently ufed by 
an infeéted perfon, and in fom< inftancesy withe 
out any ulceration being indyced. 


Sucu, and a few othe, are the modes in wie q 
this difeafe maybe communicated, and which, though 
_ hot very frequent, the author has feen various in- 
ftances of. — Now for the defcription of the difeafe 
ifelf, ¢ When Maes venerea is not interrupted in 
a progrefs by the ufe, of mercury or other’ 
“ remedies, the following is the order in which 
* the fymptoms commonly appear, viz. chancres, © 
«* buboes, ulcers, and inflammation in the throat, ~ 
“ulcers in the mouth and nofe, eruptions or’ blot-" 
“ ches on the furface of the body, ulcers in dif.’ 
“ ferent parts, nodes and fwellings in the periof= 
“ teum, bones, and tendons, excrefcences' about 
a the anus, {wellings of the teftes, lofs of hair: frony - ; 


* Id. p 8. 
“ all 
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a parts. of the body, blindnefs, lofs of hearing, 
and other anomalous .fyrhptoms.”**— Such is the: 
4 Gifeafe that was. known to the Jews, Greeks, and: 
. Romans, who. were ignorant of the medicinal ef. 
” feéis of ‘mercury ; and yet Horace did not die of) 
the pox! But, fuppofing that by fome art, now. 
_ unknown, he contrived to efcape; is it. notres. . 
q -markable, that, in, his fecond fatire, a principab, 
part of which is taken up in dire@ting his friend» 
in the choice of his amours, no caution. fhould- 
occur relative to this train of fymptoms ? 


Tue following is Mr. Bell’s: defeription of the: 
ormation of chancres. The firft effe@, which: 
* ufually refults from the application of the matter. 
_ © of lues venerea to any part of the furface of the. 
| “* body, is.a flight degree of inflammation. The 
“part becomes itchy, red, and, in fome. degree 
6 painful ; and nature endeavouring to wath away - 
: * the irritating caufe, a quantity of ferum is thrown 
{ © out under the cuticle, in the form of a {mall boil. 
Bor pimple. This foon burfts, and leaves a fore of » 
: “ a correfponding fize, foul and floughy at the bots» 
tom, with hard retorted edges.’’+ The firft part» 
of this hiftory of chancre’ I have already shown is - 
confirmed by every correét writer.t The probable 
* Id. page 12. + Id. page 19. 


a Except that moft of them fpeak of pus, inltead of ferum, 
caufle 
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caufe of the puftule or veficle was not fuggefted, I 


‘believe, before Mr. Hunter. But while Mr. Bell 


is fo ready to adopt it, he is not aware of the confe- 


quence it leadsto. “It is an invariable efteg,” 
fays Mr. Hunter, “ that when any part of an ani- 


7 jhe ar . 
: ‘ne 
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«© mal is irritated to a certain degree, it inflames and 


¢ forms matter, the intention of which is to remove 


«the irritating caufe. This procefs is eafily ef 


«¢ feed when it is on a furface whofe nature is to 


« fecrete ; but when on’a furface whofe nature is 
not to fecrete, it then becomes more difficult, 
«for another procefs muft be fet up, which 1s 
‘ ulceration.”’* Though I have chofen to give 
Mr. Hunter’s words, yet, if the caufe afcribed by 
either him or Mr. Bell is admitted, the inference 


follows, as ftated by the former ; and Mr. Bell 


will find, that, without being aware of it, he has 
given areafon why the fame fpecies of contagion 
may produce two different effets. Mr. Hunter 
procecds, “ This, like moft other inflammations 
« that terminate in ulcer, begins firft with an itch- 
“jing in the part; if it is the glans that/is in- 
«flamed, generally a fmall pimple appears, full 


«of matter, without much hardnefs, or feeming 


“¢ inflammation.”—‘“ The itching is gradually 4 


«© changed to pain,” &c. Hitherto thetwo de- 


fcriptions only: differ in Mr. Hunter’s being fo — 
minute as to render it tedious to every reader y 


that is not aware of the great importance of 


- 


* Treatife, 216. 


nd 
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accuracy in every-pathological minutia. I cannot 


be thought to accufe Mr. Bell of plagiarifm by thus 
fhowing the fimilarity of language of the two, when 


itis confidered, that I have traced the defcription 


of chancre beyond Mr. Hunter; and as it is 


‘to be concluded each delineated what he faw, 


we are to expect their accounts to be fimilar. 


But the concluding part of Mr. Bell’s defcription, - 
is all his own,—* foul and floughy at the bot- 


“tom, with hard retorted edges,’? On this I fhall 
only remark, that the floughy bottom is not the 
true charaéter, but only an accidental circumftance 
of chancre, and that the retorted edge is what I 
have never difcovered, nor found defcribed by 
any one. That. there is a hard, thickened, and 
fomewhat elevated edge is certain. This does not 


_ however appear on-the burfting of the pimple, but 


is gradually formed afterwards... If retorted means 
that kind of edge which ufually attends cancer, and 


-arifes from the fungus below the fkin, reflecting the 
Jatter back on the found part, I can only fay, that 


none of the London hofpitals, to which I have 


had accefs, exhibit fuch chancres, that I have never 
feen them in private, and that no one defcribes 
them but himfelf, 


“ Iz has been remarked,” fays Mr. Bell, “ that 
*‘ old venereal ({econdary) ulcers do not produce 


“ buboes; and this has given rife to an opinion,: 
that the matter produced by thefe fores is not of 


mS * ave- 
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«a venereal nature ; that is, that it would not Con- 


« taminate the fy{tem were it carried into the blood 


“ bythe abforbents. Mr. Hunter was, I believe, 
* the firft who advanced this opinion.””* Efindeed 
Mr. Hunter had given nothing more than openion, 
and fupported that opinion only by reafoning on 
buboes, Mr. Bell’s anfwer might be fatisfattory ; 
but how much like werberaé iéibus auras is all the 


apparent weight of argument produced by the lat= 


ter, when compared with thofe experiments which 
were publicly repeated, and with fuch uniform ef- 
fe&.t When Mr, Bell gives us the refult of ex- 


_periments made with the fame publicity and accus 


racy, it will be time enough to confider om which 
fide the argument preponderates. 


Tuese fecondary ulcers are faid to be, for the 


; moft part, preceded by blotches or fmall pimples, 


fometimes by only a flight degree of itchinefs. 
*¢ But,” continues Mr. Bell, “ in whatever manner 
‘a venereal ulcer may form, the appearances 
‘which it afterwards exhibits are nearly the fame. 


‘«¢ A confiderable deftru€tion of parts foon takes © 


** place ; -more guickly indeed than ufually hap- 
‘pens from any other caufe except mortification. 
« Inftead of proceeding gradually from the furface 


‘¢ downwards, as other ulcers do, a certain portion 


* Id. page 33. 
+ Appendix No, II, See alfo page 104. 
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_ of the foft parts between the affeAed fae of the 
_  fkin and bone beneath feem to be. contaminated ; 
** at once ; for almoft as foon as the {kin becomes 
cs evidently ulcerated, the correfponding parts be- 
*‘ neath not only appear to be difeafed, but are 
**foon thrown fo entirely out, that fcarcely. any 
“thing but the periofteum is left to cover the 
“ bone,’’— 3 


i 


7 


: Sucu is Mr. Bell’s defcription of the fecondary 
4 venereal ulcer: let us fee how far it agrees with 
other authors. Sydenham fpeaks of phagedzenic 
_ ulcers, but defcribes none except in the throat, and 
his tranflator and commentator acknowledges that 
4 he has failed in giving fo exaét a defeription of this 
: as of other difeafes.* Boerhaave defcribes a cafe of 
_ phagedzenic ulcers, of which, however, he fays, ne- 
' gue in profundum penetraffe : and that this is diffe. 
_ rent from the difeafe quod nunc pervulgatum Eu- 
q ropeos affligit.T Van Swieten, taking Boerhaave as 
_ his guide, and occafionally glancing at Aftruc, fays, 


: 


i 
\ 
a” 
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“© Miafma venereum in fanguinem jam receptum & 
« dein ad cutem depofitum produxifle maculas*** | 
© & poft plures fquamas fucceffivas in ulcus venere- 
«© um mutabantur quod copiofum tabum ex flavo— 
*‘ viridefcentem quotidie eructabat. >___ A fier. 
wards—* Lenta tamen hec eft inflammatio & pe- 
© riodum fuam ¢ardo gradu percurrit non enim 

_ * Swan, page 310. + Prefatio ad Luifin, 
Weo'y! * fubita 
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* fubita adeo fequitur fuppuratio ut in aliis morbis 
‘© inflammatoriis; nec reliqui inflammationis exi- 


“tus; fed fimul adeft acrimonia, que partes cor- — 
“*poris quas occupat ne offibus quidem exceptis — 


rt lenta exefione confumit & deftruit.’* Aftruc 
{6 entirely paffes over this rapidity defcribed by 
Mr. Bell, that he fpeaks of ulceration as a very 
late procefs, and always fuperficial.t Sauvage 
fpeaks only of puftule cruftofe.—Sagar ufes the 
fame expreffion.—Cullen fays, “ Cutis, prefertim 
«©ad marginem cCapillitii, papulze corymbofee, in 
© cruftas & in ulcera, cruftofa abeuntes.’ The 
three laft I have extratted from Cullen’s Nofology, 


whofe fuperior accuracy is to be remarked in dif- 


tinguifhing the ulcer covered by a cruft of har- 
dened pus from puftula cruftofa, as defcribed a 
the other two. 


Tue following is Mr. Hunter’s account of the 
difeafe on the fkin:—“ Thé appearance of the 
«parts themfelves next begins to alter, forming a 
«© copper-coloured, dry, inelattic cuticle, called a 


é* {curf; this is thrown off, and new onesareform- 


«ed. Thefe appearances {pread to the breadth 


“ofa fixpence or fhilling, but feldom broader, at 


« Jeaft for a confiderable time, every fucceeding 


m IN Ole. Vs, FCs 1M ds 
* + Book IV. Chap. III. fe&. 2. Barrowby’s tranflation, 
vol. Il. pages 20, and a2. oh 
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_ fcurf becoming thicker and thicker, till at laf 
; §* it becomes a common {cab; and the difpofition 
‘for the formation of matter takes place in the 
“cutis under the {cab, fo that at laft it turns out a 
; ** true ulcer, in which ftate it commonly {preads, 
: — “although but /lowly.?’* 
| | 
| 
4 
| 
f 


I sHouxtp not have: troubled the reader with 
all thefe enumerations, but that Mr. Bell’s account 
of rapid ulceration furprifed me fo ‘much, as to 
induce me to compare it with the writings of all 
the beft authors; and as I conceive the reader 
would with to do the fame, he may not objeé to 

a reference to them. It is impoffible not to be 
-ftruck with the difference, and as Mr. Bell could 
only have colleéted his defcription from his own 
obfervation, it is entitled to the more attention, 
Another peculiarity Mr. Bell remarks, which I do 
not recollect to have met with in any other author, 
‘« If the mercury is laid afide before the virus is e- 
‘* radicated—if the fores have healed, and again 
break out, although they will not go to fuch.a 
© depth as they did in the firft procefs of ulcera~ 
tion, they will fpread further, and become more 
- numerous. Although thefe new formed ulcers 
 & feldom penetrate to fuch a depth as thofe to 
« which they fucceeded, they aflume every other 
_f appearance of the true venereal ulcer; they are 
* Treatife, Page 320. 
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“ foul,and fomewhat fpongy—nor does mercury a& 4 


“* continue obftinately to refilt the effeét of this re- “ 
‘cmedy, or, if thefe heal, others break out, and 
« thus fpread over a very confiderable extent of Y 


“ furface, giving all the appearanéé of the pha- 
« gedznic or depafcent ulcer of different au~ 


« thors.* The whole of this account is different 
from what we fee of the difeafe in this part of the a. 
world. Neither the fpongy appearance, nor the 
phagedenic ulcer, nor one fore healing undera 
mercurial procefs, while another breaks out, are 
confequent on too flight a mercurial courfe. I 


fhould therefore think Mr. Bell has been defcrib= 


ing either fivvens, or fome morbid poifon different 


from the veneréal, as found in the London hofpi- 
tals) What very much ftrengthens this laft opini- 
on is, a previous paflage in his account of chancre, 


by which it appears, that of feven cafes of phage- 4 
denic ulcers of the glans penis, he traced four from 
Ones | and three from another individual fource of . 3 
infeQion.t I Have already fhown this primary ul- a 
cer 


* See page 103, 4; and 5- 


+“ Wien chancres are properly treated from theircom- 


€ 


= 


‘* inthe courfe of a few days; but in fome inftances, owing a 
‘to neglect, in others, to fome peculiarity of conftitution, 


* bcen particularly virulent, inftead of becoming clean, and 


ay of 


“4 


« with fuch certainty upon them. The fame either 


eS 


"and perhaps occafionally to the matter of infeélion eis 3 


mencement, they conimonly affuime a healing appearance 


; 
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cer was well known to Celfus, and his defcription 


of the firlt divifion of ignis facer will be found not 
lefs applicable to the fecondary fymptoms, as de- 
fcribed by Mr, Bell. Celfus {peaks of a “ reddifh 


«© appearance, or a mixture of red and white, the 


| $ irritation of the part being increafed by very 


{mall 


* of a red, healthy complexion, and which they always do 
4 before a cure takes place, they become daily more foul, 


_ and at the fame time more extenfive, and if their progrefs 


s* be not {topped by a judicious external treatment, combin- 
¢* ed with a proper courfe of mercury, they proceed to form 
*¢ fores of a very confiderable magnitude. The danger from 
‘“ thefe, when feated in the preputium, is inconfiderable ; but 


¢* in the glans, this variety of chancre is apt to go to fuch a» 


‘depth as to prove very alarming. The danger is fome- 
“ times great from the hemorrhages with which they are ac- 
§* companied, and we are often aftonifhed at the rapid progrefs 
6‘ of the fores. In fome inftances they extend fo quickly, as 
s to deftroy a great part of the penisin the gourfe ofa few days, 


“© Tuts rapid progrefs, which chancres in fome inftances 


¢* make, is, for the moft part, fuppofed to depend upon fome 
“ peculiarity in the conftitution of the patient ; for in gene- 


s¢ ral chancres remain circumfcribed, and nearly ftationary for 
§¢ a great part of their duration, But Ihave reafon tothink, 
‘¢ that in fome inftances it proceeds from the nature of the mate 
6 ter by which they are produced : 1 conclude that it is fo from 
§° chancres of this defeription, being much more frequent at 
** particular times than at others, and from obferving them at 
46 the fame time in different people receuing the infection from 
§ the fame woman. About two years ago I met with more 
# indtances of this phagedanic chancre in the fpace of three 


$* or four months, than I had feen for {eyeral years before, 
‘and 


Ls 
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‘fmall puftules. \ Thefe ufually - contain matters 
‘and are often attended with heat and rednefs. 
“ A frefh one will fpread while that which firft 
** appeared heals ;”’* [this is commomto the fecon-_ 
dary fymptoms of the venereal and moft other 
morbid poifons in their early ftate}»* fometimes 
*‘ ulceration fpreads from the breaking of the puf- 
“tules, and a difcharge follows, of a complexion — 
“between pus and fanies, The difeafe attacks _ 
‘« principally the breaft, the fides, prominent parts, 

“and particularly the: foles of the feet.’+ Iie 
his account of the cure, he confiders the difeafe as 


‘* and in four of them the infe&ion was traced to the fame 
** woman: the chancres in all of them appeared early, and — 
** made fuch rapid progrefs, that very troublefome hemorr- 
** hages occurred from them in the {pace of three or four 
‘‘ days from their firft appearance ; and in a {mall town to 
** which I was lately called for an alarming hamorrhagy, 
‘¢ produced by an ulcer of this kind, the furgeon in attend- 
** ance informed me, that in the {pace of a few weeks he had. 
‘* met with three inflances of the fame nature, and in which 
** the infection was al Lo traced to the fame oman Page 21, ee, 


# ¢ But although eruptions of this kind difappear from 
* time to time, no advantage is gained by this: they either 


&é proceed from one part to another, or they attack fome_ : 


** parts with more violence. 


- & In fome cafes thefe red, or rather mottled blotches, in- 


-¢ ftead of proceeding to the ftate of ulcer in the manner I 


‘* have juft defcribed, are all covered over with an infinite 
“‘ number of very {mall pimples, each of which contains a 
as matter.” Page 87 and 88, | 2 ae 

4 Lib. v. cap, 28, feet, 4. page 320, Ed, itn. 
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lefs dangerous than moft fpreading ulcers, but a- 
mong the moft difficult to be relieved by art, or 
any remedy but a fhort fever fupervening. Inthe 
manner of treating the difeafe locally, he fpeaks of 
fuch ulcersas mediocriter, and fuch as vehementius 
| ferpunt. This defcription comes nearer Mr. Bell’s 
[ account of fecondary venereal ulcers, than that gen-~ 
-tleman’s does to any other author’s defcription of 

| fyphilis. If, therefore, the ulcers he defcribes are 


5 ng ee ee 


really venereal, he is certainly juftifiable in tracing 
the difeafe to the ancient Romans, and their de- 
{cendants. | 


aA reo meant PMO IS 


Havine ftated this queftion with all the im- 
partiality I am mafter: of, the decifion muft 
be left to others, as well as Mr. Bell’s unan- 
fwerable proof, that Mr. Hunter’s opinion of the 
impoffibility of two difeafes exifting at the fame 
time in the fame place is fallacious. ‘ I have 
«at prefent,”’ fays he, “a perfon who had long 
« been liable to piles, who fome time ago was at- 
& tacked with condylomatous excrefcences about 
¢¢ the anus, fromavenereal taint ; to thefe fucceeded 

~ & ga common ablfcefs from inflammation, and, laft ~ 

« of all, the parts have become cancerous. As all 

‘© of thefe are obviou/ly in exiftence at this moment, 
© upon the fame. parts, and as inftances of other 
+ © eombinations of local difeafes are occurring daily, 
it is with furprife and aftonifhment, that I find 


og much labour and ingenuity employed, to prove 
“ that 


«plexity to pratitioners, than the management of | 


i 
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* that this connection of difeafes never we place, 
** and in a work too, which does the meet xed 
$6 to the author.’’* , : 


+ ; 4 4 v * y rf 3 f 4 
** No part of the treatment of lues,’’? fays Mr. 
Bell, “ gives more diftrefs to patients, or more per- 4 


« this ulcerated flate of buboes ; which, befides be- : 
ing accompanied with much pain, is often one of — 
* the moft obftinate fymptoms of the difeafe. Infiead — 
“ of yielding to the ufe of mercury, fores of this. q 
¢ defcription often become more obftinate after . 
** mercury has been employed ; fever 1s apt to take " 4 
s place; and where the conftitution. is not very q 
€ robuil, even fometimes end in the death of the — 
& patient.’ T 

Some writers would have doubted whether 
fuch fores as do not yield to mercury, but become 
worfe after its ufe, fhould be called venereal. But 
Mr. Bell proceeds, « The great degree of invete~ 
“racy in thefe fores may originate from diffe- a 
« rent caufes.” If, by inveteracy is here meant, 
that they are long in healing ; perhaps it may, be 
accounted fer by the very remedy that is ufed. 
And, if ulcerations of the inguinal glands are to be 
confidered as venereal, whether they yield to i 
mercury or not; no wonder Mr. Bell fhould a 


bs Page 100. t Page 107. 
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find the conftitution may be fo often infe&ed 
swithout a primary ulcer. I fhall not enter into the 


difpute with this gentleman, whether the fwelled 
teflis is ever a f{ymptom of the conftitutional dif. 
eafe, or whether alopecia more commonly attends 
it than the exhibition of mercury. As he ftates — 
his fa&ts with fo much precifion and exaétnefs, I 
can only conclude, as on a former occafion, that 
the difeafe is different in London and Edinburgh. 
I fhould make the fame remarks of the various 


_ caufes of blindnefs from lues venerea, which are 


fo accurately defcribed and fo well diflinguifhed 
into gutta ferena, cataraét, affeétions of the aque- 


ous and vitreous humours, and opacities of the cor-_ 


nea. On thefe I can fay nothing, having never 
feen any of them. The particular affections of the 


_eye-lids, Mr. Bell obferves, have never been de- 


{cribed by any author before himfelf; he has cer- 
tainly the merit of the difcovery. Many of the 
anomalous fymptoms too have been firlt difcovered 
by himfelf, particularly that atrophy, er wafting of 
the body, which is one of the moft frequent fymptoms 

of the advanced ftage of this {Edinburgh | egal 


and from which few or none recover ! 


Iw the next feGtion* “ Of the venereal virus’’ Mr. 
Bell undertakes to enquire upon ** What part does 


« Sedtion iii, cap. 4. page 156, Vol II. | 
“ the 
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“ the matter chiefly a& in producing lues vénerea ? 


When received into the fyftem, can the poifon 
“¢ remain there without producing the difeafe; and 
ts it poffible fora perfon, with the virusinala- 


* tent ftate, and without any mark of difeafe, to 
© communicate the infe&tion to others 2 He thinks 


xt “ evident that every difeafe, produced by conta- 
™ gion, atts firft upon the fluids; and next, that the. _ 
** folids are ultimately affeéted in a fecondary way 
** only.’ Among the few arguments to prove this, 
which the nature of his work will, admit, or the 
danger of a contrary opinion require, we are intro- 
duced to the mode in which the fluids are infeed. 
The fallacy of the old opinion of fermentation is 4 
glanced atasa thing we cannot eahily conceive, to 
goon in circulating fluids: ‘* But although,’ conti- 
nues Mr. Bell, ‘fermentation in the full accepta- 
« tion ofthe word, may not occur from this caufe, Ti 
think it highly probable, that the matterof all con. 
*- tacious difeafes, and more efpecially the matter of 
“* [wes venerea, hasa power of aflimilating to its own. 
é* nature a certain portion, and ultimately, perhaps, 
6¢ the whole fluids in the body.’? When I know what 
this affimilation means, or when I am convinced that 
all the fluids partake of the venereal, or any other 
contagion, I will then’ enquire whether the matter 
of all contagious difeafes, and particularly that:of | 34 
Iues venerea, has this affimilating power. At pre- 
ie I fhail not undertake to queftion whether, as 
Mr, 
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Mr. Bell reajons, this power may be quick or flow, 
according to circumftances ;—how large the accu- 


_ mulation muft be before it is capable of exciting a 


morbid irritability s—in what manner the folids are. 
affected from the fluids, fo as to produce the dif 


| eafe, &e. Bet. 


Mr. Hunter’s affertion, that the blood of a 
pocky perfon has no infe€tious property, as wounds 
and fcratches that draw blood do not produce 
chancres, is readily anfwered. “I have at this 


S© time,” fays Mr. Bell, “a gentleman under my 
** care, whofe cafe affords an inftance of this, 


*“ whére the bites of leeches, applied to the {cro- 
“tum on account of inflammation in one of the 
* teftes, the confequence of gonorrhea, degene- 
* rated into venereal fores. This, I informed him, 
“ would not have happened from gonorrhoea a- 
*‘ lone ; and, upon enquiry, he acknowledged thag 


© fix months ago he laboured under chancres and 


« bubo, for which he fufpe&ed he had not ufed 
66 enough of mercury, and that for a week paft he 
«« had felt uneafinefs in his throat, where I found, 


“ on infpeétion, that an ulcer had already formed 
© on one of the tonfils. In the courfe of bufinefs 


« JT have met with a variety of fimilar cafes, and 


* every practitioner mult have done fo.”,-—* Mr. 


‘© Hunter was refolved, however,’’ continues Mre 


Bell, * not to reft fatisfied with afferting, that the 


“ blood 
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«¢ blood of a venereal patient could not communi- 


“ cate infeGtion. In the fame page, viz. 292, he 


“* even fays that the matter produced by fuch Ny Bet: 


« cers as occur in lues venerea is not yenereal, 
** and will not produce the difeafe.’’ Mr. Bell 
might have added after “in the fame page, vz. 
* 2092, he fays,”’ “ in the next, v2z. 293, he proves.” 
But as it is extremely inconvenient to argue: a- 
gainft facts, Mr. Bell chufes to anfwer Mr. Hun. 
ter’s reafoning, and to omit his experiments, to 


which the former is only introdu€tory.* That 


the difeafe may be communicated by a perfon in 
whom it is latent Mr. Bell proves, by telling us 


he knows from a variety of fafts, both father and ~ 
mother, in fituations fuch as this, have communi- 


cated the difeafe to the foetus. Where this hap, 
“ pened from the mother being infeéted, the mat- 
« ter of. contagion muft pafs from the mother to 
« the. child along with the blood; but where it 
«* takes place from the father, as is moft commonly 


the cafe, there is no other mode in which it can ; 
“© be conveyed but by. the femen.’”’—Certainly ! 


Or the remedies ufed in lues venerea, I fhall 
only take notice of Mr. Bell’s own opinions, and of 
his anfwer to Mr. Hunter’s; the latter occur firlt. 
‘© The fymptoms of lues venerea being confider- 


* Sre the paflage referred to in Mr. Hunter, or Appen- 
dix, No. I. | . 
, seq 
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Sed by fome as the effet of a peculiar irrita~ 
‘tion, excited by the prefenceof the poifon in» 


the fyftem, ‘they have alfo ventured to fay, that 


‘Mercury cures the venereal irritation, as they — 


term it, by producing an irritation of a diferent 


kind.” | ( 


HR HEH 
« Loca. pains may for‘a time befufpended, or 
they may even be removed altogether, by irri~ 
tation of a different kind being excited, either 
in the contiguous or fome more diftant parts of 
the body; but we know of no conftitutional dif 


eafe that has been cured by fiuch means.. This 


affords, therefore, much caufe to fuppofe, that 
the opinion is ill founded, when applied to 
the a€tion of mercury in ‘the cure of lues 
venerea; for when no fuch effe& is found to 
take place in other difeafes, we cannot, with. 
out the ftrongeft proofs were given of it, be Jed 
to imagine that any thing fo very unufual fhould 


take place here. Mr. Hunter indeed gives 


as the chief reafon which he fuggelts in fupport of 
his opinion, that ¢ the difeafe can, in many cafes, 


© be cured by:raifing a violent ftimulus of another 


« 
‘66 


€¢ 


kind.*  ** f muft fay, however, that I never 
‘met with an inftance of this, nor have I been 
able to hear of any who have done fo. Neither 


“© * Vipe Mr. Hunter’s Treatife an the Venereal Difeafe, 


“page 365.” 


6¢ has 
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‘has Mr. Hunter, in treating of the method of 
* cure, mentioned any article for the purpofe of x 
“ curing the difeafe in this manner.’’* a 

- Tue fhort quotation from Mr. Hunter, contain- 7 
ed in this extra, is corre€l, except in ‘punctu- : 
ation. In the original it ends with a femicolon 
inftead of a period, after which follows—* and 
« perhaps if we could raife fuch a conftitutional irs . 
« yitation without danger, as we often can in local — 4 
¢ cafes, we might cure the venereal difeafe in the: 4 
« fame manner; and in one quarter of the ufual 

‘ “ time.’’t By this it follows, that the irritation 
referred toby Mr. Hunter, is the local one which 
cures gonorrhoea, (fee Treatife page 77) andthathe 
acknowledges lues venerea is not to be cured in 4 

. ae , oF 
* Vol. 3, chap. 4, fect. 4. 

+ Tris impoffible not to remark the coincidence between. 
this reafoning and Celfus’s obfervation on the cure of other 
morbid poifons. We have found all other morbid poifons 
that yield to mercury are cured by a flighter irritation than 

the venereal. Celfus tells us that a fhort fever is the moft 
‘powerful remedy for ignis facer. Might we not hence in- 
| fer; thata conftitutional irritatiom without mercury might be’ 
‘xaifed fo high and kept up fo long as even fo {uperfede the 
venereal a€tion ? Thehiftory of the fuppofed venereal difeafe, 
communicated in the Edinburgh Medical Effays beforeallud- — 
ed to, contains a cafe in which the difeafe from the poifon 

‘appears to have been fuperfeded by the {mall-pox, 
this 
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this way. But the queftion is much narrowed if 


onc of Mr. Bell’s premifes is admitted, “ From 
‘* time to time,” fays he, “ we meet with conftia 
“ tutions in which none of the ufual effe€ts of mer- 
“* cury are produced, and yet even in thefe it does 
* not fail of curing the difeafe. In all fuch cafes 
** too, the cure is accomplifhed with more eafe 
“* than where mercury operates in the ufual way : 
“and it is worthy of remark, that though all the 
“ more acrid preparations of mercury will cure | 
“* the difeafe, yet their ftimulating properties are 


“© found to be fo hurtful and unneceflary, that al- 


““moft by the univerfal-confent of praétitioners 
‘* they are now generally laid afide.”’ 


Tue firft part of thefe remarksagain convince 


i me, that Mr. Bell has been defcribing fome other 
} difeafe befides the venereal. Difeafed actions arif-- 


ing from other morbid poifons, we have found, 
where they yield to mercury, are always relieved 
with lefs quantity than the venereal requires, or with 


“no apparent conftitutional irritation. But in Lon- 
don the cure of this difeafe is not accomplifhed 


with more eafe in conftitutions in which the ufual 
effets of mercury are never produced, than 


~ where mercury operates in the ufual way: for 


though, as I before obferved, the determination 


to the falivary g glands is not always neceflary, yet 


the inveterate chancre is never cured without other 
xX . fymp- 


ate rt 
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fymptoms of mercurial irritations It is admitted 
too by the beft praétitioners, that the mercurial 
 falts, which have been obferved to be moft fuc- 

cefsful in the cure of fivvens, are not be depended 
onin the venereal. Nor is this on account of 
their ftimulating properties, for excepting on the . 
ftomach and bowels, they are found lefs ftimulating | | 
than the pure mineral, continued for a fufficient 

time. But where fa€ts appear fo different, all rea- 
foning is nugatory: the decifion muft be left to the 
obfervations which have occurred to practitioners. 


Or all the opinions,’ fays Mr. Bell, ® that 
« have yet been advanced concerning. the opera- 
<¢ tion of mercury in the cure of lues venérea, that 
4 which fuppofes it to a& as an antidote, is liable 
“to the leaft difficulty.”” 
ARO RT Ae oe ht eo rg ana 
“« Wrrtens of this clafs deny the antidotal power 
‘* of every medicine, merely from their not being, 
« able to: account for the manner in which they 
« a@. They do not confider that many of the 
«© moft common operations of chemiftry are equal- 
“ ly inexplicable. Thus no perfon caw fay why, 
“ orin what manner the properties of an alkali 
«* fhould inftantly be deftroyed by an acid brought 
“¢ into contaét with it. Ido not fay that the ope- 
‘© yation of mercury in the cure of fyphilis is analo- 
“« gous to this; but the one I think is equally in- 
“ com- 
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** comprehenfible with the other, and that mercu- 
“ry aéts in this difeafe confiftently with the idea 
© which we affix to an antidote is at leaft highly 
** probable. What I conceive to be the property 
** ofan antidote is, that when it comesin conta& with 
* the poifon, for which it is appropriated, it either 
‘* renders it altogether inert, or fo far changes its 
s< nature, that no deleterious effetts are Late ee 


er eby ity? 


Ir this reference to an acid and an alkali is in- 
tended as an illuftration, Mr. Bell might as well 
have taken Sir John Cutler’s worfted ftockings, 
which by frequent darnings were converted into ° 
filk. But he does not * fay that the operation of 
“mercury in the cure of fyphilis is analogous to 
¢* this.’”, What then is it introduced for?—To fhow 
that one is equally incomprehenfible with the other. 
For this purpofe then the meat-roafting quality of a 
jack, taken from the fame author, would have been 
equally tothe purpofe: for though we know that a 
jack hasa certain meat-roafting, as mercury has an 
antidotal, quality, we are as perfeétly ignorant of the 
caule of gravitation by which the former is produc- 
‘ed as of the manner in which mercury comes inte 
— contadl with the poifon, foastorenderitinert. Per- 
haps Dr. Watts’s examples of mere words, which 
have no ideas belonging to them, may be hereafter 
enriched by this anizdotal quality of mercury in addi- 

aS tion 


4 
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tion to the uflorious and cleaving powers of a con 


vex glafs and, wedge, or the fonorous and indica- 
} Bark and qualities of a clock. 


) are it muft be acknowledged, Mr, Bell has. 
produced an experiment, not.indeed of his own, 
nor of the writer from whom he has quoted it withs. 
out thinking it worth while to examine the fource. | 
“ We know by experiment,” fays he, “ that the 
“© matter of lues venerea, on being mixed with tri- 
turated mercury is rendered inert, and well no; 
“6 produce the difeafe. ‘Fhe fa€t is recorded by the 
‘* beft authority, the late Doflor Cullen, who hay-=: 
© ing fupported more. ably perhaps than any other 
perfon, an oppofite opinion, we are not to fuppofe 
‘ that he would have given room to what militated 
“ fo flrongly againft it, if he had not been convinced 
of the fact being well founded. His words are,‘ A» 
¢ -phyfician took a quantity.of matter from a ve- 
‘ nereal chancre, and mixing it with a quantity of 
‘ Plenk’s gummy folution of mercury, he applied 
‘ this mixture to a found perfon, but could not. 
« find that it produced chancre or any other fyphi- 
‘ tic fymptom.’* This faé of itfelf might be 
«© judged to be decifive, but more complete con- 
«« yi€tion is obtained of its being fo from every 


«© * Vine a treatife on the Materia Medica by the late 
Deétor William Cullen, vol. Il. page 448.” 


“ view 


a A a PE 
= ia a a 
1 


en et ee) a ee Oe 


; a BELED | 309 


-# view that we can take of the chief phenomena 


“© obferved to occur from the operation of mercu- 
ery in the cure of this difeate. ie 


Peruaps this extraGt might have been fhorten- 
ed, by giving a few lines that follow the quotation 
contained in it from Do€tor Cullen. Thefe are 
the words. ‘* This may feem to afford fome con- 
 clufion; but as I am not acquainted with the 
“* circumftances of the experiment, nor have any 
*€ account of its being repeated with attention, I 
*F cannot admit of any conclufion from it.” Such 


are the reflections of the writer from whom Mr.. 


Bell borrows his decifiue faé ! of which it can on- 
ly be faid, that though the perfon on whofe autho- 
rity he quotes, thought it amounted to nothing, 
it willdo for Mr. Bell, If that gentleman took it 
on the authority of Plenk, it may {till be doubtful, 
&* notwithitanding,’’? to ufe Mr. Bell’s expreffion 
on another occafion “ of all that Plenk, the inven- 
“ tor, has faid to the contrary.’’**—The antidotal 
queftion, as defined by Mr. Bell, muft reft on the 
following points. 
re 

Do we know of any difeafe that is cured by a 
remedy, which coming in contaét with the mat- 
ter producing fuch difeafe renders it inert ? 


Kae Bell, vot. II, page 2336 
Aree 3 — SEcoND- 
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SeconDiy, Do we know of any conftitution- 
al difeafe that is cured by exciting an irritation 
different from that aifeates 4 


Turrpiy, Have we any proof that mercury 
produces any particular effe& on open fotes not 
venereal, fo as toalter their a€tion ? 


Tue firft being an antidotal queftion, muft, be 


left to Mr. Bell, for I confefs myfelf ents in 
competent even to reafon upon it. 


THAT conftitutional difeafes-are often- cured by 


irritations excited different from the former, we 


are not, I think, in want of proofs. The ague is 
cured by a variety of f{timulating remedies, and 
many chronic difeafes yield to gout or to acute 
fevers of different kinds. The irritation excited 
by mercury is found the moft powerful remedy 
for the liver complaint of the Eaft-Indies, and 
gout, which is a remedy for fo many chronic 
difeafes, has often yielded to violent. mental 
irritations. ‘ , 


Aut Thave to urge on the property of mercury, 
to produce an alieration on fores of every defcrip- 
tion, is contained in the account previoufly given 
of the ations excited by mercury. See Page 118. 
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‘I sHAtxi cenclude my remarks on Mr, Bell, 
with his account of the difeafe in infants.* This 
the author thinks it neceflary to be the more par- 
ticular upon, becaufe Mr. Hunter has, unguardedly, 
fallen into the error, that the difeafe cannot be 
communicated to the feetus in utero. it is hardly 
credible what numbers befides Mr. Bell have un- 
guardedly fallen into this among many other errors 
concerning Mr. Hunter’s gpinion. It has even 
been faid, fo determined was Mr. Hunter to fup- 
port his theory, that he vould not admit the 
fmall-pox could be communicated in that way. 
This has been -afferted by one writer, and both 
Mr. Lynn and Mr. Turnbull, in the account pub- 
lifhed by them of children born with the fmall- 
pox, feem to hint at fomething of the kind. I have 
“heard it indeed afferted by many, but upon what au- 
. thority I have always been at a lofs to determine. 
- Mr. Hunter, in the Philofophical Tranfaftions, | has 
~ given the moft decifive proof of the fatt of any 
that has hitherto been offered. He has fhown 
that the puftules of a foetus had the true variolous 
eharaéter, thatof flough at the bottom of each, asfar 
as he examined—a peculiarity that has been fo en- 
tirely overlooked by every other writer, that no- 
thing but his wifh to afcertain the fact could have 
induced him to record it. Unlefs my edition of 
‘us Treatife is different from others, the reader 


* Vol. II, Chap. iv, Set, iv. 
| will 
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will find, in page 291, two ways in which Mr. 


Hunter conceives the foetus in utero may be in- 
fected with fyphilis: one is by abforption of mat- - 
ter depofited in the vagina ; and which, without 
producing any local effeéts on the mother, may 
be conveyed pure to the foetus; the other by ab- 
forption from the mother’s chancres. Thefe he 
confiders as unlikely, but poffible, means of infec- 
tion. It.is true this made of accounting for the 
difeafe in infants will not extend to thofe re- — 
markable cafes related by Mr. Bell; and fuch as 
he conceives other pra€titioners muft have met 
with. . In one inftance, Mr.-Bell was confulted for 
a child feven or eight days old, covered with a - 
venereal rafh. The parents had been married 
nearly three years. The mother does not appear 
ever to have been infe&ed, nor the father later 
than fix months before hismarriage. Their firft bora, 
for whom Mr. Bell unf fortunately was not confult- 
ed, had died of the difeafe. T he virus was extir= 
pated from this couple, if the woman ever had any, 
by falivating the hufband, as was the. cafe in fome 
other inftances! Is it not a little remarkable, if the 
virulent femen did not contaminate the women, that 
they fhould have efcaped being infected by their 
pocky feetufes? 


Mr. Bell has alfo met with a number of in- 
frances of abortions from this difeafe on the fixth 
er feventh month, but the latter is the moft fre. 

quent 


MR. BELL, | 419 


quent period. In a confiderable number of in- 
{tances, where abortion had happened on thefe or 
_ the eighth month, a well conduéted courfe of mer- 
cury proved effectual. The difference of thefe 
periods feemsto depend entirely upon the quantity 
of virus in the parents habit: for ifthe remedy has 
only rendered a part of it inert, the period of 
abortion has been protraéted to the ninth month! 
‘* In two inftances,’’ fays Mr. Bell, ¢ it [mercury ] 
“ did not anfwer fo completely as in the others, 
«* but in both there was fufficient evidence of tao 
*¢ little mercury having been employed; for the 
¢* children in both inftances were kept till the be- 
‘‘ ginning of the ninth month, which in one was 
“* two months, and in the other fix wecks later than 
«© had been the cafe before, and both the parents 
‘«‘ having in each of thefe inftances been madé to 
« take mercury again, and in greater quantities than 
« before, no abortion has fince taken place, and 
é* each family has within thefe few years had feve- 
« ral healthy children,’?’ How numerous might 
thefe prolific families have been, had their furgeon 
been poffeffed of a “ *magn¢tic teft,”” or “any si 


nt 


“ vine intuition ! 
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_ Tuus farhave I phivdkded withan undertaking, 
which it is to be feared will imprefs the reader with: 
no very favorable opinion of my temper. When 
‘I look over the printed fheets, I feel an apology 

neceflary, 


~ 


the unprofitable fatigues of the moft laborious : 


-publi ic inftitutions afford, fome indulgence may at 


det me relate the circumftances that gave ies to 


and weary of hearing it fo often abufed, whilft hisa ; 
opinions were fg Bile underitood : Thad cit? : 


% 
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neceflary, and at times a ftrong inclination tode. 
line publifbing. Without perfonal refentment to 
any individual, I have betrayed myfelf into a feve- q 
rity of language I little ¢xpeGed to have ufed ; and 
with only a wifh to vindicate a name that can derive _ 4 
-no luftre from me, have unwarily iflued fomething 
like a general challenge. When tothis confider~ 
ation is added the refleétion how little prepared I 
muft be for fuch an undertaking, and how very~ j 
incorre& many parts of the preceding fheets will 4 
be found; it becomes me at leaf to offer every — " 
apology forthem. Thofe who are acquainted with ~ 


branch of a laborious profeflion in an over-grown — 
town, will only wonder that a pra@titioner fhould — 
venture to write at all, When in addition to this, 
are pleaded a conftitution very unequal to the com- 
mon fatigues of bufinefs, a f{canty library, and the 
want of thofe opportunities which the pragtice in 


Jealt be craved.—But it maybe alked, Why then 1 
publih ? - As I donot plead requeft of friends, 2 


this attempt. 


Iupressep with a warm fenfe of gratitude to 4 
that name which has occurred i in almott every page, 


Pe 
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ly felt a with to fec how far they might be explain. 
ed by contrafling them with his opponents, and © 
clothing them ina language different from his own. 
Little aware of the magnitude of the undertaking, 
I made the propofal to Mr. Hunter, who not only 


received it with readinefs, but acquainted me with 


an author I had not before heard of. Flattered as 
I felt by the converfation this gave rife to; it was 
impoffible not to be more interefted in one to which 
it fuddenly reverted. This was no other than that 
organic affe@tion which in three days afterwards 
deprived phyfiology of the further labours of one 
who feemed born to make refearches j into the laws 
and operations of animal life. If the hopes of pre- 
fenting this tribute to him were at an end, therewas 
at leaft added an opportunity of. indul ging a warmth 
of expreffionwhich before. would have been lefs be- 


_ coming.— When that heart ceafed to beat, theirre- , 


gular a€tions of which never fail toiproduce a cor- 
refponding irregularity of temper—when that voice 
became filent which fo often feemed the interpreter 
of nature, and when that patronage no longer ex- 
ifted which might have rendered this feeble tribute 
fufpicious—it was then that what before was “only 
a propofal feemed to impofe the obligation ofa 2 
promife, 


Distant, however, as the fpace between us in 
profeffional rank muft for ever remain, a publica- 
Raa NS ee ‘tow 
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tion -like the prefent, foon after the death of Mr. | 
Hunter, might have been fufpefted of fome view . 
to intereft, With thefe doubts I acquainted Dr. — 
Baillie, having had an. opportunity of converfing — a 
with him foon after the lofs he had fuftained in 
fo near a relation. Whether we perfeGtly under- 
ftood each other I cannot at prefent determine ; but 
he feemed to exprefs'a wifh that I fhould at leaft — 
poftpone my defign. A few months afterwards a a 
fimiar converfation eppurred he Mr. ine iq 


with: er I nent publi 


ieee fill be alked, ifi it was ihevahsiene tne to a 
aniwer Mr. Hunter’s opponents, why all this appa- : " 
rently extraneous matter?» Which Way is thelanguaatig 
of medicine, as ufed by authors who have never 
written expre(aly againit Mr. Hunter, connefed 
with the prefent objeki ? What has Bacon and the 
progrefs of philofophic improvement to do with a_ 3 
controverfy confined to a fmall circle? Itis hard 
ly neceffary to anfwer that no undertaking can be 4 
limited but by the abilities of the performer. 


Bs 
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Ir I could have fond a hanie way oft accom, 
plifhing my objeét, I would certainly have purfued 
it, and it is not without feveral different ssc J 
andexpunging much t that I had wadedthrough, of the a 

darker. 


— 
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darker ages of medicine, that the work Has affumed, 
its prefent imperfe&t form. To trace Mr. Hun. 
 ter’s opinions in one difeafe, it was neceflary to ex- 
plain fome of his difeoveries that are applicable to 
all. To do this it was often neceffary to ufe his 

language. To convince the ‘eader of this, it Was 
neceffary to fhow the infufliciency of the language 
adopted by fome of the beft received medical au- 
thors ; and this will, I hope, be accepted as an apo- 
logy for bringing together names that would not o= 
therwife have been met with in the fame produc- 
tion. It was alfo neceflary to produce fome ftand= 
ard by which language and reafoning fhould be re- 
gulated in phyfiological enquiries. To me there 
_ appeared no readier-way than by recurring to the 
fountain head. In perufing Bacon, it was impofs 
fible not to be ftruck with the fimilarity of the 
path marked out by that philofopher and the one 
purfued by Mr. Hunter: In proving any axiom; 
we find him conftantly recurring to certain fats; 
their feries and order, overlooking no objection that 
can be flarted, and even encumbering hirnfelf with 
fuch as might have been overlooked by others, 
From a fimilarity of fentiment he has neceffarily 
fallen into a fimilarity of language. ‘I’hus we hear 
him conftantly defcribing the pure individual ac- 
tions of thole bodies which are the objects of his 
refearches, in order to dete& the Laws that govern 
them. When thefe are afcertained the different 
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FORMS under which they appear, are eafily under. _ 
ftood and accounted for: and fcience, thus built 
upon experiment, may be truly faid to be progref- 
five. 


Havine thus made my apology for appearing 
before the public, it may be allowed me to plead, 
that what advantages my fituation as a London 
practitioner have afforded, have not been negle&-. 
ed. This I am the more ready to do, as it gives 
me an opportunity of acknowledging obligations I 


have no means of returning. If my ftock of books — 


is {mall, I have not failed to avail myfelf of the 
public libraries I could have accefs to, or of thofe 
private collegtions, the owners of fome of which 
have already been mentioned. If I do not par. | 
ticularize the reft, it is becaufe I have acquainted 
every practitioner that has fallen in my way with » 
the objeéts of my enquiry, and have availed my- 
felf of the converfation, cafes, and colle&ions of 
each. Among the reft I muft not omit the kind- | 
nefs of Dr. Pitcairn, to whofe liberality and in- 
duftry I am indebted for feveral particulars in the 
cafe of floughing phagedena, the progrefs of which 
has furnifhed me with an illuftration of many other 
morbid poifons. “‘I’o Dr. Pitcairn’s I fhould add 
another name, but it might lead to too clofe a de- 
{criptionof the patient himlelf. To Mr. ClineIam 
indebted for feveral hints on the phagedanic effe& 
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Of mercury, and alfo for am introduftion to fuch 
wards and tafes in St. Thomas’sias he thought moft 
likely to forward my enquires; and in fuch a man- 
her as enabled me at any time to renew my Vifits. 
To Dr. Woodville I owe the fame advantages in 
the Small Pox and Inoculating Hofpitals, which 
were feconded by the moft polite attention of - 
Meffrs. Wachfelland Uppom, Apothecaries to thofe 
inftitutions. To the medical gentlemen of the. 
Middlefex I owe the opportunity of vifiting their 
-_€ancer ward, after an introdudtion by Mr. Howard. 
Nor can I omit Mr. Fearon, who unrefervedly o- 
pened to me his cafes, his. obfervations,. and his 
preparations, i mutt regret, that he did not dire 
me to Juftamond’s cafes of cancer till this work 
was nearly printed off. Not on account of any 
_ improvement that author has fuggefted in the man. 
her of treating the difeafe; but becaufe among his 
cafes there is one which f{cabbed over for a length 
of time without any operation. This is eafily un- 
derftood, if my opinion of the difeafe is well found- 
ed. Under this divifion are alfo fome cafes of pha- 
gedzna of the penis evidently diltin& from vene.~ 
real. About the fame time, Dr. Willan put into 
my hand Mr. Pearfon’s Praétical Obfervations on 
Cancerous Complaints. That gentleman’s exten- 
five reading would have led me to fome fimilar 
cafes of cancer from Wifeman ; he gives alfo one 
efhis own. There is alfo a defcription of whae 
he. 
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he calls venereal icers: that continue to thread a 
during a mercurial courfe. This defcription is 
fo very fimilar to that of Celfus, ina paffage before 
referred to by Mr. Pearfon, that I can only feel a 
darprivell at his calling the difeafe venereal—But 
this is returning to a fubjeé already difcuffed. 


_ Tuvs, whatever may be the imperfe€tions of the 
work, I wifh not to avail myfelf of the excufe ofa __ 
hafty performance: what I have offered has been 
the effect of the clofeft application (as far as 
profeffional interruptions would admit) aided by — 
the advantages of refiding in a largé cityamong 
liberal practitioners. If, after all, my labours fhould 
be thought unworthy of notice, I can only add, 
that I have fulfilled what appeared a facred en- 
¢agement, and made the only return in my power 
for obligations that never can be repaid: 


e yao yeous ess Davorluv. 
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No. 1. 


THE following cafes are inferted in proof of | 
the difference between the manner in which parts 
heal after a lols of fubftance from a morbid paifon 
and any other caufe. In the firft inftance the glans 
and prepuce both granulated, the former fo as to 
reftore the loft fubftance, the latter, as far as could 
be expected, confidering the form and fituation of 
the prepuce. 


Copy of a Letter a Mr. Browne, of pee 


Surgeon, 


DEAR SIR, 

T wave fent you the following cafe, becaufe I 
think it tends to prove the truth of the obferva- 
tions I have heard you make, concerning the dif- 
ferent manner in which parts are healed after a lofs 
of {ubftance by morbid Bra ot oy OWen means 


E. Fea man about thirty-feven years of age, 
married, and having feveral Feel? the youngeft 
Y not 
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not fix months old, ‘complained in November laft 
of pains in his legs, attended with inflammatory 
rednefs.. This yielded to faturnine wafhes and 
mild fudorifies. —The latter end of November he 
was feized with a violent. pain in his penis, which 
lafted fix or feven hours, and then went off fudden- 
ly. The next morning the pain returned to an 


excruciating degree, and lafted nine hours. The © 


penis was turgid and grew livid: he was bled, 


fomentations and poultices were applied to the 


part. The blood was very fizy : the pain left him 


fuddenly again, but never returned, A mortifica~ 


tion however enfued, and a deep flough feparated 


from the penis. There was a great lofs of fub- 


{tance from the whole circumference of the penis, 
for more than half its length, but more particularly 
from the upper and under part of it. The prepuce, 
which was originally of a natural length, floughed 


away fo as to expofe the glans, from which two 


{mall floughs had feparated. This fore, however, 


foon put on an healthy appearance, without the ufe. 


ofa grain of mercury, externally or internally, and 
sranulated as fairly as ever I faw'a fore in my life. 
The lofs of fubftance was entirely filled up, and 
two fores, fomewhat {maller than a filver penny, 
_ which were upon the glans from the mortification, 
granulated alfo, and filled up completely. The man 
is now perfeétly well, and from the prefent appear- 
ance of the parts, yn moe not ri haeee there had” 

been 
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been a lofs of fubftance, excepting at the extremity, 
of the prepuce, which remains confiderably fhorter. 


Tue cafe was new and curious to me, and if it | 
ftrengthens your opinions concerning the manner 
in which nature performs her work, I fhall receive 
a pleafure in having communicated it to yous) 

I remain refpe€fully, | 
Your fincere friend, 


EE. BROWNE. 


Cafe communicated by Mr. Wadd, of Bafinghall. 
ftreet, Surgeon. 


A GENTLEMAN ofa good conftitution, but much 
addi€ted to fenfual indulgences, contrafted a chan- 
cre on the glans penis. By the ufe of mercurial 
fridiion and pills, his mouth became fore, but the 
chancre, inftead of healing, {hewed a {mooth fpangy 
furface, a little elevated above the furrounding cu- 
ticle. Whilft I was watching its progrefs, and mak- 
ing up my mind whether to touch the part with lu. 
nar cauftic, or leave the procefs to nature, the pa- 
tient became weary of the reftraint put upon his 
pleafures. Three days after a debauch with wo- 
menand wine, I found him fomewhat feverifh, the 
penis {welled to an enormous fize, a phymofis 
formed, and a beginning fphacelus in the upper 

Y2 part 
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part of the prepuce. Fearful left there fhould be 

any remaining taint in the old chancre, and recol-~ 

leGing that his conftitution was not very foon af 

fe&ted by mercury, I returned to the friétions with 

the bark, carefully at the fame time watching the 
progrefs of the difeafe and the remedy. 

‘> jae 3 


In a few. daysa confiderable portion of the up- 
per part of the prepuce and corpus cavernofum 
floughed off, deep enough to leave the urethra 
bare; and what was left of the glans, for the chan- 
cre had made great ravage; protruded through the 
opening. The remaining part of the penis conti- 
nucd much above its natural fize, which fhowed 
the cavity on a larger fcale.. The obfervations I 
have heard you make, relative to the healing of | 
parts after lofs of fubftance from a morbid poifon, 
prepared me to watch the progrefs of it in this cafe. 
In a few days the whole of the fore looked clean 
and healthy, and the cavity on the glans occafion- 
ed by the chancre fpeedily fkinned over without 


even an incipient granulation ; the corpus caver- 
nofum granulated with a rapidity that might be ex- 
petted from fo fanguifcrousa part, and where the 
inflammation had run through its ftages fo quickly. 
When filled up it contraéted, but as is ufually the 
cafe, the formation of the cicatrix was a little tedi- 
ous. A hole was Jeft in that part of the prepuce 

which 
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which fhould coverthe glans, perhaps from the inner 
{urface having been in contaé with the chancre. 


Turs gentleman has fince communicated to me 
a cafe under his care, in whieh rapid ulcerations of 
the glans and prepuce were fucceeded by a flough. 
ing of each, leaving only a narrow portion of the 
latter of its full length. After floughing the parts 
looked clean, and as if prepared to granulate ; but 
the whole was fkinned over without a beginning 
granulation. 


APPENDIX, 
No. II. 


Copy of a Letter from Dr. Clarke, Queen-ftreek, 
Golden fquare. 


‘EAR 7S Rey * 


As you defired to fee the notes, which I took at 
the time, ofa cafe which happened in St. George’s 
hofpital, and which is referred.to by Mr. Hunter 
in his work on the venereal difeafe, I very readily 
comply with your requeft. From particular cir- 
cumftances I paid great attention to the cafe, and 
marked down from time to time every thingwhich was 


" done in the way of experiment, fo that I think you 
¢ 


may 


a 
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may depend upon t the flatement which I tranfmit to 
you.—In 1782, Caroline Dare, the wife ofa foldier, 
was received into the hofpital on account of fone 
ulcers, principally in her legs. She had contraét- 
ed the venereal difeafe from her hufband, about thé 
end of the year 1781. About Chriftmas laft fhe 
had a bubo, which fuppurated and was healed, 
Some time after this, blotches came out all over _ 
her body, fome of which ulcerated. She has at this | 
time feveral ulcers under her arms, and upon the 
breafts near the nipples. 


‘Suz bore twins fince Chriftmas, (having only 
advanced eight months in her pregnancy) both of _ 
which died. They were born, as fhe reports, with — 
blotches upon them, ee | 

Anortuer child; now in the hofpital with her, 
and which fhe has habituated to fuck her, though — 
nearly three years of age, is alfo covered with 
blotches:—Mr. Hunter made thefe queftions: 


How did the child receive the infe@tion ? 


Dip it take place from the fecondary ulcer on 
the nipple ? 


To afcertain whether the ulcers were infe@ious, 
that is, whether the matter of them would have the 
{pecific effets of venereal matter, Mr. Hunter or- 
dered her to be inocula with fome of her own > 

matter, 


a ea ag 9 > 


ter from one of its own ulcers, 
- from a common fore, which was done Sept. 22.— 
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matter, and with fome primary venereal matter from 
another perfon, to fee whether or not chancres 
would be produced equally from both, This was 

done Sept. 18, 1782. : 


Sept. 19.—The pundure where fhe was inocu. 


lated with fome matter taken from an ulcer on her 


knee, feemed to be inflamed a little ; the other was 
not inflamed at all. ion 


SEPT. 21 Cand the pun@tures have fuppurat. 


ed, and have the appearance of {mall- -pox puftules, 


TueEse both became fores for fome time, but the 
was forbidden to take any mercury. 


Oct. 22.—The ulcer formed from the inocula- 
tion with the matter taken from her knee is healed 
perfeétly, but the ulcer f ne 
matter remains, and read: very faft, and is ~ a? 
tremely painful. ‘She was therefore ordered to : 
falivated, and perfect] y recovered from all her com- 
plaints. at 


On the arft of September, Mr. Hunter direGied 
that the child fhould be i inocul ted with fome mat- 
and fome matter 


They both.inflamed to a sige bape bu i 
not go into 'o fuppuration. tae 
| # 


ay. ‘ : From 
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From the refult of thefe’ experiments made on 
the woman and the child, Mr. Hunter concluded, 
that the matter from a primary venereal ulcer is 
alone capable of infeéting, whilft that from a fe- 
condary ulcer may produce an inflammation, and . 
even an ulcer; but both thefe are capable of being 
cured without mercury, and therefore have not 
the fpecific nature of venereal fores, 


Tw another inftance Mr. Hunter dire€ted a pa- 
ticnt to be inoculated with fome matter froma large 
‘venereal ulcer in the throat of aman. A flight in- 
flammation was produced in this cafe, but it healed 
without employing any CEU Re | 


Sincex I extraéted the paflages above from my 
notes, I have looked into Mr. Hunter’s book a- 
gain, and find that he | 1 agelated the circumftance 
for early i in the fame mani el, that I “might have 
faved you the trouble of tating this, which only 
ferves to prove, from the obfervations of another 
perfon, the accuracy of Mr. John Hunter, which, 
however, cannot receive any additional flrength 
from my. teflimony. : 


i Dear Sir, 
‘w 


> Yours, XC. 
. alae CLARKE, 
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